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************************************************************************************* 

UARC MEETING 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the University Amateur Radio Club will be held on Tuesday, October 7, 
2003 in the UW Engineering Building Rm. 2100 at 7:30pm.  Talk-in on 146.61 MHz repeater in case of 
room reservation malfunction.   
 
************************************************************************************* 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT / COTW EDITOR  John  KD7NAE 
 
Thanks to all club members in attendance at our 2 Sept meeting for their vote of confidence in electing me 
as UARC President and COTW editor.  I hope to do a good job for the club with the help of past officers, 
senior club members including UW Advisor Jerry N7JT and long-time COTW editors Wayne NQ7Q and 
Bill AF7E. 
 
University of Wyoming Registered Student Organization (RSO) renewal paperwork was submitted at the 
end of September to maintain the club’s status on campus.  Verification of student membership and the 
new roster of officers were submitted to the Campus Activities Center (CAC).  The CAC in the Wyoming 
Student Union offers promotional services, provides a club mailbox and is an excellent resource for all 
RSOs. 
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The UARC 2 meter repeater on 146.610 mhz (standard offset) is located in the top level of the Union 
building along with HF antennae and provisions for operating one of the clubs Kenwood HF transceivers.  
A tour of this important club resource will be conducted after our Tuesday October 7 meeting for 
interested members, particularly those who may not have seen the installation. 
 
Welcome to all new club members, particularly our new student members.  A number of new student 
members signed up for UARC during RSO day activities on the 17th of September.  Jerry N7JT, John 
KD7NAE, Doris KD7RQX, Bill N7SXC and Brent KC0FUP manned the UARC table.  Jerry N7JT 
provided materials, handouts and demonstration gear for the event including one of the clubs HF rigs 
operating on battery power with a simple wire antenna.  Weather was good until light rains began early in 
the afternoon.  The annual event showcases many of UW’s Registered Student Organizations and 
provides an opportunity to experience the wide variety of interests and affiliations in the diverse UW 
student community.  Thanks to the Campus Activities Center for organizing another successful RSO day. 
 
********************************************************************************* 

UARC CALENDAR 
 
 2 Oct 2003     UARC Regular Meeting 7:30 pm Engineering Bldg room 2100 
 
 18 Oct 2003   Rocky Mountain Radio League Hamfest in Golden, CO 
  for more info see http://rmrl.hamradios.com
 
 18-19 Oct and 15-16 Nov 2003 2003 ARRL International Earth-Moon-Earth 
 Competition on any authorized amateur frequency above 50 mhz 
 for more info see http://www.arrl.org/contests/rules/2003/rules-eme.html
 
********************************************************************************* 

Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) Operations 
 
This article summarizes a lecture by William Wright AF7E as transcribed by Doris Hutcheson KD7RQX 
at the 9 September 2003 meeting of the Albany County ARES group.  The article describes the general 
sequence of events for a call-out of ARES and other local HAMS in the event of an emergency.  Any 
available HAMS and their radio resources could be called on to assist if an emergency situation is of 
sufficient magnitude, so this information is of interest to all HAMS.   
 
ARES is notified by a telephone call from the Albany County Red Cross Incident Command (IC).  The 
Red Cross has a list provided by ARES of telephone contacts.  The list is compiled by the Event 
Commander (EC) and is prioritized by availability of members.  Typically, the most available are retirees 
followed by those able to be contacted at work.  As a last resort the RING BACK feature of the repeater 
may be used (see description below1). 
 
The Albany County ARES calling list is the core group.  Other hams will be contacted as needed.  ARES 
members should notify the EC any time they will be out of contact for an extended period (such as 
vacation).  ARES members and other hams may be notified via 2m (QST QST <call sign>.  Every ARES 
member should have a master list of all members call signs, phone numbers and e-mails. 
 

http://rmrl.hamradios.com/
http://www.arrl.org/contests/rules/2003/rules-eme.html


 

 

The EC (the first member contacted by the IC) RUNS the operation.  The EC determines how many hams 
are needed.  The EC compiles a list of all hams available, where the hams are, what their capabilities are, 
what equipment each ham has available and the status of repeaters. 
 
When contacted hams need to BE HONEST about their abilities for any mission.  This should include 
equipment details such things as battery life, vehicle capabilities, if you have no car-capable radio, etc. 
 
The EC will be in direct contact with the primary IC at all times.  The EC assigns Net Control and all 
operator stations.  More than one set of frequencies (Nets) and multiple Net controllers may be assigned.  
The EC tracks events and times and will call for provisions or relief as required. 
 
The Net Control handles all communication.  The Net Control works for the EC and does NOT make 
decisions unilaterally.  ALL communication MUST go through the Net Control.  Stations do not talk 
directly to each other without authorization from the Net Control due to capture effect & doubling 
potential.  The Net Control usually chooses the frequencies to use, unless overruled by the EC. 
 
There are special instances when some communications will be shifted to a different frequency or a 
different location.  Two specific stations may be directed to a different frequency for direct 
communications between them under special circumstances. 
 
NOTE: ONLY the Red Cross can disperse Health & Welfare information OR incident details to the 
general public.  
 
The Net Control regulates “chatter” (stations visiting, non-locals using assigned frequencies by accident).  
IF sent off frequency by the Net Control, the operator receiving the request calls the station requesting the 
shift.  When returning to normal frequency, both stations must check in with the Net Control.   
 
The Net Control may ask to have ANY information repeated.  The Net Control should explain standard 
ham protocol to all volunteers by, especially ham limitations to non-hams. 
 
It is best to have the EC & Net Control located together (preferably with the IC).  This will be determined 
by the EC (or the IC) depending on the situation. 
 
1A normal auto-patch operation works by sending the signal 9* to the repeater, then dialing the telephone 
number.  A RING BACK (reverse auto-patch) occurs when anyone dials the telephone number assigned 
to the repeater.  This phone number connects to the repeater and broadcasts a specific tone.  When that 
tone is heard, hams should key 9* on their radio, which will connect them to the caller. 
 
The person responding to the call becomes an EC and MUST give their call sign FIRST then proceed 
with the communication.  At the end of an auto-patch, the ham must key the #, then say <call sign> 
signing off.  In the case of an emergency RING BACK, the ham receiving the call is now the EC and will 
then call everyone on the master calling list. 
 
Doris KD7RQX 
 
 



 

 

UARC MEETING MINUTES FOR 2 September 2003 
 
Call to Order: 
 
The September meeting was called to order one last time by President Tony KD7TA at 7:32 pm in room 
2100 of the Engineering Building.  Introductions were made:  18 members were in attendance; all officers 
were present.  Those attending were:  Tony Arnerich KD7TA, Fred Crowell KS7Q, Jeff Greenwald (no 
call), Wayne Sutherland NQ7Q, Judy Sutherland K7JMS, Paul Pheneger W7MO, Jerry Tastad N7JT, 
Brent Gurnsey KC0FUP, David Rush KY7DR, Doug Wheeler KD7W, Bill Wright AF7E, Bill Frazier 
N7SXC, Mac McDonald WB7K, Frank Peters KK7BR, John Harrison KD7NAE, Doris Hutcheson 
KD7RQX, Dick Wynes KA7VMA, Larry Dean K7UWR, and Suzanne Luhr AA7AY. 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting: 
 
Wayne NQ7Q moved to approve the minutes of the May meeting.  The motion was seconded, and all 
approved. 
 
Reports: 
 
Treasurers Report-Brent KC0FUP gave the treasurer’s report: 

Bills paid through the summer:   
 Phone bills: $8692.  

State of Wyoming bill for non-profit status: $2500.  
 To Tony for Field Day food: $11435. 

 Curt Gowdy High Plains Round-up shelter rental: $14000. 
 World Radio subscription: $6500. 
Regular account balance: $1913.    
Maintenance fund balance: $58867. 
 

VE Exams-Jerry N7JT said there will be a Hamfest in Longmont in 4 weeks, where exams will be held.  
Also, someone mentioned there will be a testing session in Cheyenne in November. 
 
COTW-Wayne NQ7Q announced that KD7NAE will be the new editor of the UARC newsletter, the 
Code Of The West.  Congratulations, John!  And even more so, congratulations to Wayne and Bill AF7E!  
(Just kidding, John!)  Thanks for 15 years of creative writing and editing!   
 
ARES-Mac WB7K announced an organizational meeting on September 9, in Jerry’s lab in the Physical 
Sciences building, at 7:30 pm.  Mac wants everyone to fill out new registration forms. 

 
Old Business: 
 
High Plains Roundup is scheduled for this weekend (Sept. 5-7), and set up by Wayne NQ7Q for Kurt 
Gowdy State Park, Camp Russell.  Set up at noon on Friday, hot dogs and drinks Friday evening, chili 
cook-off Saturday noon, and buy and sell to your hearts content.  Should not be a problem like we had last 
year with the overzealous forest service. 
 



 

 

Bill AF7E explained some more about the search at Vedauwoo this summer.  UARC and ARES helped 
out a few weekends with communications in a search the sheriffs’ search-and-rescue had going.  It went 
well.  We were able to stay in contact with all teams through the net control, and mobile relays, as well as 
help search, with a radio operator on each team. 
 
Elections: 
 
It’s that time again (about time!).   
 
For President:  Wayne NQ7Q nominated Suzanne AA7AY, and(?) John KD7NAE for President.  I don’t 
know for sure who nominated John.  It might have been out of fear and desperation that I missed that.   
Wayne, I won’t forget you!  But all’s well in Ham Land:  John won the majority.  Congratulations! 
 
For VP-Secretary:  Someone nominated me AA7AY (who did that?!  Bill?!), I nominated Doris 
KD7RQX, and Doris will be your next VP-Secretary.  Congratulations!  And have fun.  I did! 
 
For Treasurer:  I nominated Brent KC0FUP because he’s so good at it!  He ran un-contested, and won 
hands down.   Congratulations! 
 
Drawing: 
 
Doug KD7W won a subscription to World Radio, when they come in. 
  
Meeting Adjourned: 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm.   
 
Well, it’s been real.  It’s been fun.  But you know what they say…  No, actually I’ve had a lot of fun with 
all this secretary stuff.  Thanks to everyone for your patience and being willing to repeat yourselves at the 
meetings.   
 
That’s all folks!  Suzanne AA7AY 
 
 

LOCAL REPEATER FACILITIES VIEWED BY UARC PRESIDENT 
 

I toured our club repeater site in the Wyoming Student Union last week with Jerry N7JT and drove up to 
the 146.820 repeater on Beacon Hill off Happy Jack Road north of the I-80 Happy Jack exit.  One item of 
club business is to maintain our lease with the Forest Service for the Beacon Hill Site, so I wanted to 
familiarize myself with the facility.  It was a beautiful Saturday afternoon and I took some pictures of the 
area and the facility, some of which are included here. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  
 

Jerry N7JT in the UARC repeater and HF shack located atop the Wyoming Student Union.  On 
the right is the 146.610 repeater cabinet with duplexers in the bottom section.  On the left is a 
small cabinet used to secure one of the club’s HF rigs with modest furniture for operation. 



 

 

 

Beacon Hill repeater building and antenna           
 

Interior view of the 146.820 repeater 
building 

tower 
 

 

That’s it for this issue of the Code of the 
West.  I hope it lives up to the high 
standards set by previous editors Wayne 
N7JT and Bill AF7E.  Please remember 
this is your newsletter, so don’t be shy 
about giving me your feedback and 
submissions. 
 
73’s  John KD7NAE 
 
Contact me at 
John M. Harrison 
4431 Comanche Drive 
Laramie, WY 
johnmh@uwyo.edu
307-745-5833 home 
307-766-2408 work on UW campus 
307-760-8154 cell phone Beacon Hill facility antennae 
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