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UARC MEETING 

 
The regular meeting of the University Amateur Radio Club will be held on Tuesday, March 4, 2002 
in the UW Engineering Building Rm. 2101 at 7:30pm.  Talk-in on 146.61 MHz repeater in case of 
room reservation malfunction.   
 

****************************************** 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

No message this month. 
        

****************************************** 
 

UARC CALENDAR 
 
Mar      1-2     ARRL International DX 160-10m* SSB 
Mar   1~21     Sp Evnt KL7JFU Wasilla, AK, 31st Iditarod Sled Dog Race 160-6m* Voice, CW,  
  PSK-31. MARA, PO Box 873131, Wasilla, AK 99654 



 

 

Mar         4     UARC Regular Meeting 
Mar          8     W. Fargo, ND Hamfest, Fairgrounds, Red River Radio Amateurs 
Mar      8-9     RSGB Commonwealth Contest 80-10m* CW 
Mar          9     N. Am. Sprint, 80m, 40m, 20m RTTY 
Mar  15-16     MT QSO Party 160-10m* Phone/CW/Digital 
Mar        22    Sp Evnt W4BKM 21st Cherry Blossom Festival, Macon, GA, 14.240,  
  21.335, 7.055, 14.055 
Mar        29     CQ WW WPX Contest 160-10m* SSB 
Apr          1     UARC Regular Meeting 
Apr        26     ARRL Sanctioned Ham Fest, Idaho Falls, Idaho 
May 30 – June 1   ARRL 2003 Rocky Mtn Division Hamfest, Estes Park, CO 
* Note: Contesting does not include WARC bands (30m, 17m, & 12m) 

 
****************************************** 

 
UARC MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 4, 2003 

 
Call to Order: 
The January meeting was called to order by Vice President Brent KC0FUP 7:29 pm in room 
2101 of the Engineering Building.  Introductions were made:  18 members and a guest were 
in attendance.  Those present were:  Dick Wynes KA7VMA, Doris Hutcheson KD7RQX, 
John Hutcheson KD7NAE, Frank (Red) Peters KK7BR, Suzanne Luhr AA7AY, Rhett 
Downing ND70, Rick Damiani KD7TVV, Bob Hansen WS7C, Lynn Hamblin KB7SGP, 
David Rush KY0DR, Brent Gurnsey KC0FUP, Jim Ackerson N7SPH, Jim Johnson 
KD7KMU, Doug Wheeler KD7W, William Frazier N7SXC, Mac McDonald WB7K, Wayne 
Sutherland NQ7Q, and Barry Mather KB7VQV. 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting: 
Brent KC0FUP read the minutes of the last meeting, and pointed out a correction that the bill 
paid to the forest service was for the Beacon Hill site permit (NOT for Yellowpine - oops). 
Mack WB7K moved to approve the minutes from the January meeting as corrected.  The 
motion was seconded by Jim N7SPH, and all approved with a voice vote. 
 
Reports: 
Treasurers Report-Brent KC0FUP gave the treasurer’s report: 

Bills paid:  Phone bill $21.73. 
Deposits:  Club dues $30.00. 
Regular account balance: $375.59. 
Maintenance fund balance: $750.00. 
Total account balance:   $1,125.59. 

 
Old Business: 
Brent KC0FUP opened a discussion of a PL tone for the 146.01/.61 repeater that had been 
tabled at the last meeting. The repeater controller doesn’t have tones. The advantage of PL 



 

 

tone is the elimination of interference on the input frequency. However, discussion revealed 
that the problem noise was on the output frequency. Rhett ND7O noted that there have been 
no interference problems for quite a while. He also referred to a comment from the past by 
Mac WB7K, that PL tones reduce the possibility of emergency repeater use from remote 
areas for older equipment. Barry KB7VQV commented that it’s nice that we’re one of the 
few places that doesn’t need PL tones. Most agreed, that with no interference problems, the 
tones were not needed. Jim N7SPH moved to dismiss further consideration of PL tones. Mac 
WB7K seconded the motion, which passed on a voice vote. 
 
Brent KC0FUP said to be sure to ask for the keys with the yellow tab to access the tower in 
the Union. There are two other sets of keys labeled “Tower”, but only one of those will work. 
Just get the yellow tag! 
 
Wayne NQ7Q tried some phone #s to contact Curt Gowdy State Park as a possible site for 
the High Plains Roundup, but both were wrong numbers. Mack WB7K will stop by the State 
Park maintenance shop and ask who to contact. Discussion on the subject varied, but all 
thought the park should be investigated as a possible site. 
 
New Business: 
Brent KC0FUP and Doug KD7W will climb the tower on top of the Union one of these days 
to check things out.  It was noted that the 40m delta loop is broken and flapping in the 
breeze. Also, a ground on the tower is needed – the polyphaser attached to the repeater 
cabinet just doesn’t cut it. 
 
The backup battery for the 146.01/.61 repeater is at 12.6 volts with no load. Wayne NQ7Q 
jumped the gun and moved to replace it. Then Jim N7SPH and Rhett ND7O suggested we 
checkout the charger first. Wayne NQ7Q withdrew his motion. Jim N7SPH suggested we 
look at a maintenance free gel cell of about 160 amps, which he thought would cost about 
$120. Further discussion indicates the battery is old and we may have to replace the charger 
also. Jim N7SPH said we must match the charger to the load; an automatic charger is the 
best. Someone [I missed who} is going to check it out and bring a proposal to the next 
meeting. Some where in there, someone questioned the age of the repeater and whether it 
might eventually be replaced. [KC0FUP Brent has since given the battery charger a clean bill 
of health – ed.] 
 
Tony KD7TA sent an e-mail that he is having fun in Egypt at the Aswan Dam setting up a 
repeater system. 
 
Dave KY0DR asked what the UARC’s usual Field Day plans and direction is. Discussion 
identified a general direction of two HF stations (CW & SSB), along with Doug KD7W’s 
UHF/VHF and higher frequency operations, and of course food and fun. 
 
Barry KB7VQV mentioned the coming hamfest on Feb.16 at Adams County Fairgrounds 
near Brighton, CO. It sounds like quite a few plan to go there. 



 

 

 
Lynn KB7SGP mentioned Sunday night movies at the WYO Theater put on by a nonprofit 
group who like to see movies that don’t generally make it to the regular movie theaters. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 
Mac WB7K moved; Jim N7SPH seconded, and the meeting was adjourned at 8:08 pm.   
 
Drawing:   
Jim Ackerson N7SPH, congratulations!  You’ve won a years’ subscription to World Radio. 
Our subscription cards finally came, but the envelope had been opened somewhere else on 
campus, and four were missing. Discussion followed about getting a USPO box rather than 
the UW shuffle box. It will be looked into {Sorry I missed who again}. 
  

Whew! Tough scribbling! 
Wayne NQ7Q substituting for Suzanne AA7AY 
(As if anyone ever really could) 

 
****************************************** 

 
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

 
This will really make you wonder what's important. The older I get, the more I enjoy 
Saturday mornings. Perhaps it's the quiet solitude that comes with being the first to rise, or 
maybe it's the unbounded joy of not having to be at work. Either way, the first few hours of 
a Saturday morning are most enjoyable. 
 
A few weeks ago, I was shuffling toward the basement ham-shack with a steaming cup of 
coffee in one hand and the morning paper in the other. What began as a typical Saturday 
morning turned into one of those lessons that life seems to hand you from time to time. Let 
me tell you about it. 
 
I turned the dial up into the phone portion of the band on my ham radio in order to listen to 
a Saturday morning swap net. Along the way, I came across an older sounding chap, with a 
tremendous signal and a golden voice. You know the kind; he sounded like he should be in 
the broadcasting business. He was telling whomever he was talking with something about 
"a 
thousand marbles." I was intrigued and stopped to listen to what he had to say. 
 
"Well, Tom, it sure sounds like you're busy with your job. I'm sure they pay you well but it's 
a shame you have to be away from home and your family so much. Hard to believe a 
young fellow should have to work sixty or seventy hours a week to make ends meet. Too 
bad you missed your daughter's dance recital,” he continued. “Let me tell you something 
Tom, something that has helped me keep a good perspective on my own priorities." 
 



 

 

And that's when he began to explain his theory of a ‘thousand marbles.’ "You see, I sat 
down one day and did a little arithmetic. The average person lives about Seventy-five 
years. I know, some live more and some live less, but on average, folks live about seventy-
five years. Now then, I multiplied 75 times 52 and I came up with 3900, which is the number 
of Saturdays that the average person has in their entire lifetime." 
 
"Now, stick with me, Tom, I'm getting to the important part. It took me until I was fifty-five 
years old to think about all this in any detail" he went on. "And by that time I had lived 
through over 
twenty-eight hundred Saturdays. I got to thinking that if I lived to be seventy-five, I only had 
about a thousand of them left to enjoy. So I went to a toy store and bought every single 
marble they had. I ended up having to visit three toy stores to round up 1000 marbles. I 
took them home and put them inside a large, clear plastic container right here in the sack 
next to my gear." 
 
"Every Saturday since then, I have taken one marble out and thrown it away. I found that by 
watching the marbles diminish, I focus more on the Really important things in life. There is 
nothing like watching your time here on this earth run out to help get your priorities 
straight." 
 
"Now let me tell you one last thing before I sign-off with you and take my lovely wife out for 
breakfast. This morning, I took the very last marble out of the container. I figure that if I 
make it until next Saturday then I have been given a little extra time. And the one thing we 
can all use is a little more time." 
 
"It was nice to meet you Tom, I hope you spend more time with your family, and I hope to 
meet you again here on the band. This is 75 Year Old Man, K9NZQ, clear and going QRT, 
good morning!" 
 
You could have heard a pin drop on the band when this fellow signed off. I guess he gave 
us all a lot to think about. I had planned to work on the antenna that morning, and then I 
was going to meet up with a few hams to work on the next club newsletter. Instead, I went 
upstairs and woke my wife up with a kiss. "C'mon honey, I'm taking you and the kids to 
breakfast." "What brought this on?" she asked with a smile. "Oh, nothing special, it's just 
been a long time since we spent a Saturday together with the kids. And hey, can we stop at 
a toy store while we're out? I need to buy some marbles.... 
 

I thought COTW readers would enjoy this. 
N7SXC Bill 

 
****************************************** 



 

 

 
NEW WYOMING ARRL SECTION MANAGER ELECTED 

 
Jay E. Ostrem, W7CW, of Gillette, was unopposed for election and was declared elected. 
Ostrem will succeed outgoing Wyoming SM Bob Williams, N7LKH, who did not run for 
another term. Williams has served as SM since 1997. 

ARRL Bulletin 
February 19, 2003 

 
****************************************** 

 
NEW FIELD DAY ENTRY CLASS 

 
Field Day will gain another entry class for 2003. ''Class F'' stations will operate at emergency 
operations centers, or EOCs. The change renews the emphasis of Field Day's 1933 origins as 
an emergency preparedness exercise as opposed to a routine contest. 
  
ARRL Contest Branch Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, said that last year the League 
received a record number of Field Day entries from groups and individuals. Given the 
increased emphasis on emergency communications since September 11, 2001, the ARRL 
Board's Membership Services Committee asked that the Contest Branch come up with 
something to reflect that emphasis. The new Class F station is the result. 
 
''This is a major change,'' Henderson said. ''Class F has been established to encourage groups 
to test and further their working relationships with established emergency operations 
centers.'' The updated rules and a list of frequently asked questions in the new 2003 Field 
Day packet spell out the details. 
 
A Class F entry station must set up at an ''established EOC'' center activated by a club or non-
club group. Class F EOC operation must take place in cooperation with the EOC staff. Class 
F stations are eligible for the same bonus points as Class A stations. 
 

ARRL Bulletin 
February 11, 2003 

 
****************************************** 

 
EDITOR’S NOTES 

 
This last weekend was the CQ World Wide 160m SSB contest. Friday night was 
noisy and some QRN plagued the southeastern and central part of the country. 
During the day, the higher HF bands weren’t quite swarming with the exotic signals 
like we heard last year, but there were still some openings. I actually caught my first 
new DXCC entity for 2003 on Sunday in the form of D88S in the South Shetland 



 

 

Islands. I like operating QRP, but with the small pileup on 17m and the weak signals, 
I used 100 watts instead of 4. 
 
As the sunspots continue to decrease, there are still many opportunities for great 
DX. But if you think the continuing propagation fade on 10, 12, 15, 17, and 20m 
means depressing conditions, think again. When those bands are decreasing, 
conditions on 160 and 80m are improving! Thunderstorm static can be a problem, 
but during the winter, except for the passage of strong weather fronts, these bands 
are great fun. Maybe you can’t work all parts of the world with your modest setup, 
but the challenge is still there. 
 
Early Sunday morning, I finally got into the 160m contest for an hour and a half. The 
band was quiet, and a reasonable number of stations were on. I operated QRP, 
running about 3 watts, and made 22 QSOs. I’ll admit that I worked quite a few 
Colorado stations, but I did manage to connect with 11 states, including Alaska, 
which was a new 160m QRP state for me. I also worked one Canadian province, 
and Mexico. 
 
I had been looking for that AK station on 160m QRP for several years. But either I 
wasn’t available at the right time to hear AK, had too much QRM, or fought with poor 
propagation. If I’d nailed AK on my first try, there wouldn’t be much challenge to the 
idea… QRP WAS on 160m. I hope the card for that one shows up so I’ll have all 
states west of the Mississippi, plus a few others confirmed! Maybe I’ll adjust my 
160m antenna this summer to emphasize the eastern states. It’s not always the 
rarity of the DX, but the challenge and the chase that makes this sort of operating 
enjoyable. 
 
      73, Wayne NQ7Q & Bill AF7E 
 

****************************************** 
 
“The most dangerous man to any government is the man who is able to think things out for 
himself.” - H.L. Mencken 
        qtx  


