Fall 2020: First-Year Seminars
ACES 1101: The New Geography of Jobs
This course will provide students with a view of the evolving world of work in the United States, with specific attention to Innovation, Manufacturing, Natural Resource Extraction, and Agriculture.  We will begin with surveying the history of jobs and work with specific attention to the changes brought on by agriculture, the industrial revolution, the recent technological revolution, and looking ahead into the age of artificial intelligence.  We will analyze a variety of views of the economy and jobs through readings and classroom discussion.  Through this discussion we will pay specific attention to the differing perspectives of an economy that focuses on manufacturing and an economy that focuses on innovation.

AGEC 1101: Public (Mis)Perceptions of Agriculture
This course fulfills the First-Year Seminar (FYS) requirement of the 2015 University Studies Program. As a member of this course, you will learn and practice the important skill of critically examining and evaluating evidence, claims, beliefs, or points of view about relevant and meaningful agricultural and natural resource issues. You will engage in active learning, systematic inquiry of pressing issues, and processing of individual and collaborative ideas. You will emerge with a “first-rate intelligence” – the ability to consider multiple opposing ideas (which you are often bombarded with thanks to social media) without losing the ability to think rationally, keep an open mind, consider all viewpoints, and develop an informed opinion.    

AMST 1101: Cultures of College 			
This course introduces students to the history, spaces, conditions, and assumptions that shape our experience of an important cultural institution: higher education. We ask a lot of questions: What is college for? What is the UW campus for? How do the spaces of college “teach” us and talk to us about what college is supposed to be? What makes a college education “accessible” or “inaccessible”? How do students and their college define and shape each other? What are the “official” expectations of college as well as the “unofficial” expectations and experiences students create? Our answers are informed by understanding the contexts in which a UW education is meaningful. By asking and shaping answers to questions like these about education in general and UW in particular, AMST 1101 actively engages the places and meanings of education as an object of study, and introduces students to interdisciplinary ways of asking questions about any object of study.

ANSC 1101: Beyond Cowboys & Critters. The Science of Animal Agriculture	
Animal agriculture in the U.S is engaged in providing the highest quality dietary protein for human consumption by employing the most efficient and sustainable practices available, and which have been developed through scientific methods. Using several approaches to include readings, debates, and guest experts in this field students will critically analyze various practices, claims, and points of view about relevant issues related to livestock production and the products harvested from food producing animals.

ART 1101: Build Your Own Camera
What is a camera and how do you create a photograph?  This class will look to question your assumptions about these as we learn how cameras function, what the bare necessities are to have one and how many different methods there are to create photographic imagery.  We will explore room sized camera obscuras, tiny homemade pinholes and other lens-less and camera-less methods of photography all while looking through the mediums history and reading discussions on its place in the world.  We will also learn how to talk about photography as an art form and discuss topics in photographic history.

BUSN 1101: Decision Making in Business	
This course examines decision making in business and the process of critical thinking and ethical reasoning. Will help students develop the skills and habits of mind to be successful in college.

CHIN 1101: A Taste of China 				
Through readings, movies and variety of classroom activities, students will learn about traveling to well-known historic Chinese sites, cooking Chinese food, eating etiquette, critically evaluating the differences in food culture and how these differences developed and influence the modern Chinese lifestyle.

COSC 1101: Beauty of Computing	
This course is about the way computing, whether on a computer, a laptop, a tablet, a phone, your car, and even your clothes, continues to change the world. You will see some beautiful applications of computing, how these applications have affected people's lives, and how future applications may affect people's lives - including yours. This course is also about the "Big Ideas" of computing, such as abstraction, design, recursion, concurrency, simulations, and the limits of computation. Understanding these big ideas is the key to taking part in the computing revolution. Simply using a computing device or thinking about its applications in only part of the big picture. Actually learning how to program a computer - that is, how to translate ideas into code a computer can understand - is a powerful experience. This course will introduce you to programming in SNAP!, a very friendly computer language that is purely graphical, where programming involves dragging blocks and building bigger blocks out of smaller blocks. Although the programs you will write are substantially smaller than the ones that will be discussed in class and in the reading assignments, writing those programs will give you a personal understanding of the way big computer applications work.

EDEC 1101: Creating Community Across Global Issues
This course fulfills the First-Year Seminar (FYS) requirement of the 2015 University Studies Program. Students will read controversial positions and opinions about critical global issues. Students will critically examine and evaluate evidence, claims, beliefs, or points of view about these meaningful, relevant issues. During class sessions students will be actively engaged in constructing meaning and knowledge through engagement with peers. Students are expected to share diverse perspectives, work collaboratively to process ideas, creatively represent their thinking, and examine pressing issues related to global issues.

EDEL 1101: Race & Racism
This course is framed by a simple contradiction. Race is a myth, yet it is quite real. Racial categories are rooted in history and culturally constructed through laws, the media, and various institutions. Yet, what makes race real? What animates it with so much power, and fosters its tenacious hold on much of the Western world’s collective psyche? 
In this course, we explore race and racism in both its historical construction and its contemporary manifestation as a crucial aspect of American culture and an integral component of people’s identity. Class time will consist of lectures (including guest lecturers), small and large group discussions, watching documentaries and clips from television, movies, and YouTube.

ECON 1101: Business of Sports
This is a 3-hour course that satisfies the First-Year Seminar (FYS) requirement of the USP. As such, it will utilize critical thinking, ethical reasoning, research evaluations and in-depth analysis of issues in sports.  Working together, the class will plan, organize and sell an excursion to Denver to attend a professional sporting event.  Collaboration skills and the ability to communicate your ideas as well as respect the ideas of your classmates are paramount.  We will employ economic principles and marketing strategies in meeting the goals set out for the project.  During this project, you will have an opportunity to explore the common challenges facing business ventures, including
· working with various departments within the organization to attain a common goal
· establishing trust and respect to encourage creativity and innovative ideas from everyone
· developing communication and collaboration skills for the smooth and successful running of the organization
· determining appropriate goals, pricing strategies, effective cost strategies and the goods and services to offer
· evaluating the level of success of the project based on a set of criteria
· estimating the societal and environmental impact of the operation.
In addition to this class project, we will learn economic and business principles which we will then use to evaluate controversies in the sports world.  

ECON/INST 1101: Viking Economics 
The people we’ve come to know as the Vikings were major influencers on the history of Europe and North America. In this course, we will come to understand the Vikings not only as warriors, but also in other roles for which they should be known: merchants, social and economic innovators, entrepreneurs and explorers, shipbuilders and seafarers, and creators of a remarkable literature of myths and sagas.

EDST 1101: The Citizen Factory: Schooling & Democracy in the US	 
Should schools reflect the society in which they operate or should schools create that society? To paraphrase George Counts, not only should citizens ask “dare schools build a new social order?”, but “should the schools do this?” The Citizen Factory explores the connections between schooling and democracy that have existed throughout U.S. history. Students explore issues such as how schools in the U.S. produce citizens; what should be the duties of those citizens; and what is the balance between rights and responsibilities? In The Citizen Factory, students will be introduced to active learning, inquiry of pressing issues, and individual and collaborative processing of ideas through the USP 2015 First-Year Seminar (FYS) curriculum. Skills that will be reinforced throughout the baccalaureate experience, such as critical thinking, logical argument, and conducting research, are developed throughout the course. Open to all, the course will appeal to any student with an interest in the public schools or schooling for democracy.

EE 1101: Bits & Bytes 				
Students will critically examine and evaluate evidence, claims, beliefs, or points of view about meaningful, relevant issues related to Electrical and Computer engineering. Students will be introduced to active learning, inquiry of pressing issues, and individual and collaborative processing of ideas.   In addition, students will be introduced to Electrical and Computer engineering areas using hands-on experiments.  This course involves problem solving, critical thinking and ethics, team work skills, hands-on experiments, as well as activities to help transition to university environment.

ENGL 1101: What is Adulthood? 	
“Oh grow up!” We’ve all heard this phrase at some point in our lives. But what does it mean to be a grown up? This class asks students to critically examine what it means to be an adult in the 21st century in America. This course will ask the following questions: How is adulthood marked and/or celebrated? What defines adulthood and how might these definitions differ when one considers gender, race, sexuality socioeconomic status, etc.? Currently, young people (those in their late teens through their late twenties) are often accused of having an extended adolescence. The reasons for this prolonged process of maturation is often linked to parental influence, affluence, rising cost of college tuition, the decline in service-based jobs, etc. But perhaps, the very idea of extended adolescence is merely a myth. Perhaps those facing adulthood are reshaping the very definition of what it means to be “grown up” in innovative and meaningful ways. Readings for the course range from comics and fiction, to newspaper articles. Assignments for this course include paired presentations, an archival multimodal project, attending one out-of-class event, several short reflections papers and an analysis paper.

ENGL 1101: Night of the Living Film: Zombies, Living Dead, Walkers…Humans						
You may know how to survive the zombie-pocalypse, but do you know that when they aren’t trying to eat your brains, zombies CAN be good teachers?  In this class, we will use zombie films and television shows to explore issues that are important to the non-zombie: gender, class, race, environment, science and technology, corporate control…just to name a few. 

ENGL/HP 1101: Travel Writing
“True travels and the inquiry of the essayist,” states travel writer Paul Theroux, “require the simpler stratagems of being humble, patient, solitary, anonymous, and alert.”  In this course, you will be asked to explore your “traveling self” as well as refine your skills as a writer, specifically in creative nonfiction.  We will study the essays of such writer/travelers as Pico Iyer, Gary Shteyngart, Andrea Lee, and Colson Whitehead, whose work stretches from Las Vegas to Bombay.  We will also look closely at the act of writing nonfiction, focusing primarily on its many creative techniques.  Through a series of trips based on and off campus (to the Art Museum, to Southeast Wyoming, to your hometown) and a slate of activities (essays, interviews, a travel video) you will learn to define yourself as a traveler and enrich your life experience through travel.     

ERS 1101: Energy Environment Economy		
Through focused research and critical examination of diverse information, students will explore how energy resource use and development has shaped Wyoming – past, present, and future.  The course will actively engage students in meaningful issues through an interdisciplinary approach to promote thoughtful and informed dialogue targeting Wyoming’s energy resource use and development.

ES 1101: Innovation and Entrepreneurship
ES 1101 (Innovation and Entrepreneurship) will give students the innovation tools to develop new products and services and entrepreneurial tools to commercialize a new technology - both essential ingredients in building a successful startup venture.  Innovation is the development of novel ideas and technologies such as new products, services, methods, sources of supply.  The course will focus on design thinking, a human-centered approach to innovation. The course will also provide students with the entrepreneurial tools to commercialize ideas and bring the innovations to market from opportunity identification to idea development to building a business model and a startup company.

ES 1101 FYS: Intro to Engineering
Students will critically examine and evaluate evidence, claims, beliefs, or points of view about meaningful, relevant issues related to engineering and computer sciences. Students will be introduced to active learning, inquiry of pressing issues, and individual and collaborative processing of ideas. Involves problem solving, the design process, critical thinking and ethics, time management, team work skills, as well as activities to help transition to university environment. 

FIN 1101: Personal Finance
This course presents the fundamental principles of Personal Finance. Financial knowledge plays an important role for all students regardless of future plans. The course will leave students with a basic understanding of: Financial Instruments and Institutions, Time Value of Money, Credit Cards, Credit Bureaus, Debt and Loans, Tax and Insurance, Wealth Accumulation, and Investments.

GEOG 1101: Surviving the Apocalypse: The Geography of Natural Disasters	
This course will examine the natural and human dimensions of hazards by focusing on the environmental settings of hazards, risk assessment, and steps taken to reduce the impacts of environmental hazards and disasters globally. Each class discussion will consider human vulnerability, mitigation, protection and adaptation to different hazards in both more developed and less developed nations. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to understand the physical settings of natural hazards and societal responses to such hazards at multiple spatial and temporal scales (e.g. global-regional-local and annual-seasonal-daily). In addition, students will gain experience in developing individual and team-working skills in field techniques; data analysis; written; and oral communication styles. 

GEOL 1101: Man and Geology: The Control of Nature 			
How do we, "the highest form of life" here on Earth, interact with the forces of nature? How did we get here? How did life evolve? How do we survive? Will our abilities to adapt always prevail? Will we survive, or will we be just another moment in geologic time, a thin strata, a simple index fossil of our triumphant era? This course will introduce you to the essential realities of living on a dynamic Earth. We will examine how geological events and processes (earthquakes, floods, land-slides, volcanic eruptions, and long-term and short-term climate changes) effect our survival, evolution, and adaptation. We will also critically examine geo-engineering, which has created many solutions to problems that would have otherwise impeded civilization's progress, but has also resulted in many unintended consequences.

GERM 1101: Ger-Merican Dreams
The first German to settle in America arrived with the Jamestown settlers in 1607; today, 46 million Americans of German descent represent the largest national ethnic group in the US. In this 3-credit hour first year seminar, we will examine not only the long history of the influence of German culture and language in the USA, but its ubiquitous presence even today in our customs, our traditions, and in the language we speak every day. We will also examine the rejection of the German language in the US during the first half of the 20th century, while many elements of German culture continued to be embraced, sometimes unwittingly, by US American culture. This course fulfills the First-Year Seminar (FYS) requirement of the 2015 University Studies Program. Students will critically examine and evaluate evidence, claims, beliefs, or points of view about meaningful, relevant issues. Students will be introduced to active learning, inquiry of pressing issues, and individual and collaborative processing of ideas through the First-Year Seminar curriculum.

HIST 1101: Hamilton’s America: Beyond the Musical
Over the last few years, Hamilton: An American Musical, has taken the U.S.—and the world—by storm. Audiences pay big bucks to watch a diverse cast deliver a hip-hop version of the nation’s founding. This course will take part in the mania by going to see the musical in Denver, but it will also take a step back and analyze this newfound love of a historical figure who was, in his own-time, less than universally popular. In the first part of the class, we will travel back to the eighteenth century and learn about Hamilton’s life and times. In doing so, we will consider the historical accuracy of Hamilton. In the second half of the class, we will ask whether a work of art ought to be judged by such standards in the first place. This course will trace the way history is made and understood by people who are not professional historians—which is the way most people experience history. 

HP 1101: Calling Bull$#!% in a science-driven world
Science is not immune to bull$#!%. Scientific practice depends on thoughtful collection, analysis, and interpretation of quality data, which, If not handled responsibly and transparently, can yield bull$#!% science. The primary goal of this course is to learn to identify bull$#!% in our scientific environment, primarily in the publication, reporting, interpretation, and application. During this course, we will seek out, define, and quantify the amount of scientific bull$#!% (relative to non-bull$#!%) in an attempt to understand if the rate of accumulating bull$#!% is causing irreversible damage to science. We will work to investigate the nature of mistakes, obfuscations, and other types of bull$#!% in science and its reporting. We will explore topics such as publication bias, meta-analyses and multiple working hypotheses, statistical traps, data blinding, as well as the increased focus on Big Data and data visualizations (optimized for readers’ short attention spans) that impact how many people view the scientific process. We will engage with scientific articles, topic reviews, and popular press articles. We will spend much time thinking about the data that surround us (e.g. social interactions, movement patterns of students and other animals, instructor behaviour, eating habits) to understand what data are. Students will design and execute original research on data bull$#!% and present this work as a conference-style lightning presentation. Students will be exposed to data processing (to gain an understanding of basic data informatics, i.e. what it means to collect and organize data. Students will gain an appreciation for formal scientific research as well as an understanding of how scientific research careers develop.

INST 1101: Camels, Hookahs and Oil – An Exploration of the Middle East
This class will provide an overall introduction to geographic, cultural, and economic aspects of the Middle East, with relevant bits of history intertwined to provide the forum for introducing research methods, collegiate level writing and critical thinking skills. The geographic portions of the course content will cover demographics, ethnic diversity, and important points in political history that brought the Middle East to where it is today. Students will familiarize themselves with political systems and tribal social organization in the midst of urbanization and how the two impact each other and are influenced also by cultural expression. The cultural aspects of the course will cover popular trends in the Middle East such as comedy shows, music, cinema and food. It will also touch on introducing popular and well-known Arabic literature covering the works of famous Arab poets and novelists. In doing so, students will familiarize themselves with the commonly held norms and beliefs that create the foundation for the Arabic cultural identity. Participants in this class will screen films, taste culinary samples of various Arabic countries, explore humor in its various localized forms, as well as become acquainted with various music forms and artists from Fayrouz to Kadhum Al-Saher to Um Kalthoom. Finally, students will be introduced to the concept of “rentierism” and how it influences economic development of Middle Eastern countries.  

ITEC 1101: Making, Hacking, and Tinkering: Creating in the Modern World
The purpose of this course is to provide students with the knowledge and skills associated with 21st century learning, including content knowledge, learning and innovation, media literacy, and life and career skills.

KIN 1101: Kinesiology - The Science of Human Movement	
Kinesiology – What is it? How is it studied? Who studies it? Why is it studied? What are its sub-disciplines? To which professions is kinesiology applicable? The foundation or building blocks for professions like physical therapy, occupational therapy, medicine, chiropractic, teaching physical and health education, community health, athletic training, strength and conditioning, and personal training, among others, revolves around kinesiology. If any of these questions or any of the careers that involve the study of human movement are of interest to you, then this is the course for you. 

LIFE 1101: Introduction to Ecological Research
This Course-Based Undergraduate Research Experience (CURE) introduces ecological research to students early in their college career.  We will engage in a combination of outdoor and classroom learning focused on beaver pond ecosystems in the Medicine Bow National Forest.  Through literature review and class discussion, students will become familiar with the study system and participate in a hands-on research project.  Students will use standard ecological sampling techniques to collect and analyze data from aquatic and terrestrial environments.  Learning science by doing science is essential to becoming a practicing researcher.  It is our goal that each student will emerge from this CURE with a good toolbox of skills and techniques to perform independent research.  This course is the first of a 3-semester CURE sequence focused on beaver pond ecology.  Students who complete the course are encouraged to continue their research project in the subsequent CURE courses or via independent study.  In addition, because this First-Year Seminar also serves the role of helping with college transition, we will explore tools for college success, including time management, learning resources, study habits, and wellness.

LTST 1101: Latina/o Popular Culture: Art, Theatre, Media, Music, & Sports				
Students will examine contemporary Latina/o popular culture in the United States and discuss various forms of Latina/o cultural expression, as well as media representations of Latina/o people. Course topics include: el Movimiento Chicano; music, art, and theater; gender and sexual politics; ethnic stereotypes and media representations; immigrant narratives. Latina/os belong to a vibrant history of creative expression.  Students will look closely at the visual art, popular music, contemporary literature, and critical scholarship to consider the values and struggles of the largest minority group in the U.S.

PATB 1101: One Health: People, Animals, and the Environment – Zero Degree of Separation			
One Health is a philosophy centered on the fact that the health of people, animals, and the environment are inextricably connected. People working in One Health come from a variety of scientific and medical disciplines, and share an interest in working somewhere at the interface of humans, animals, and the environment to solve problems that impact health and sustainability. One Health affects us locally and extends to issues of global significance, spanning the gamut from environmental issues (water and air quality, contaminants and pollutants, functioning healthy ecosystems including agricultural systems, and climate change) to emerging and zoonotic diseases (like Ebola virus and avian influenza) to comparative medicine (ways to detect and combat diseases like cancer in humans and animals) and includes many other disciplines including food safety, biosecurity, delivery of healthcare, and more. We will use topics in One Health (some chosen by you) as tools to meet the student learning outcomes.

PHCY 1101: Navigating Survival: A Compass for Campus Mental Health			
“Let’s all make it out alive!” This course is dedicated to teaching the very essential topic of mental health amongst college students. We will explore college campuses together and create ‘The Ultimate Resource’, to create a safer campus community for you and your friends. We will have assignments that use primary interviews and 'scanning the environment' presentations to help you discuss and reflect wisely on this topic with your peers and anyone else you want to impress! An exciting array of faculty researchers and mental health professionals has been engaged to speak in this course! So, please join me in navigating and surviving the journey that is Campus Mental Health. 

PHIL 1101: Philosophy as a Way of Life 
While today philosophy is an academic discipline like chemistry or art history – the sort of thing people study and write academic papers in – philosophy in the ancient world was something quite different. It was, to be sure, quite intellectual, but being a philosopher was, first and foremost, a way of living. In fact, there were a number of ancient philosophical traditions, each with its own way of life, in the Greco-Roman world (Platonism, Aristotelianism, Skepticism, Stoicism, Epicureanism, to name a few), and others in parts of the world like China (Confucianism, Taoism, Moism) and India (Vedic philosophies and Buddhism, which of course spread to other parts of the world). Additionally, early Christianity was often viewed in the Roman world as a philosophical school with a distinctive set of teachings and way of life. In this course, we will look at some of these traditions, including Eastern and Western, ancient and modern. We will learn about their ideas – their understanding of the world and human nature, their theories of knowledge and ethics – but we will also pay special attention to how these ideas formed the basis for ways of living, and to the kinds of practices that were involved in living different forms of philosophical lives. But we won’t just talk about them -- we’ll live them out. We’ll try out some of these practices as a way of trying to get a feel for what it might be like to live as, say, a Confucian, an Existentialist, or a Stoic. “Book knowledge” of the traditions we will read is important for this class, but if there is anything to the idea that the ancient philosophical traditions were influential (and perhaps beneficial) ways of life, the more important goal of the course is to try out the idea that living a reflective, intentional (philosophical) life is something to be pursued for its own sake.

PHYS 1101 FYS: Critical Thinking through Science and Science Fiction
The course investigates critical thinking, and how knowledge generated by science differs from that of other types (e.g., those made in courts, debates, or by journalism).   Intellectual integrity is the coin of the realm of science, and the course will emphasize the importance getting to the right answer, even if contrary to personal biases.  Furthermore, the course will explore the issues of human thinking, from logical fallacies to various cognitive biases, and how to recognize them in others and ourselves.  Often people make their decisions based on other concerns rather than intellectual objectivity.

STAT 1101 FYS: The Power of Confidence 		
The world is based on specific rules which no one actually knows. Your opinions about how life works are molded from your experiences. That belief then shapes your decisions. Power is the ability to know when it is time to upgrade your model of the universe, while confidence is moving forward with what you believe to be true. Others may try to fool you into believing what they want with carefully crafted data. This non-mathematical class explores the process of making choices in a world filled with errors and uncertainty, also known as statistical analysis.

UWYO 1101 FYS: Home to Here, Where Cultures Meet
Welcome to the U.S., to Wyoming, and to the University.  Things are going to be extremely different than home. Not only will cuisine, weather, and language be different but your classroom will likely be drastically different than what you are used to. This course is designed to prepare you for a new way of thinking and learning, using critical thinking and research skills that you will need throughout your college experience.  It is designed to help you learn about yourself and the new culture you are now apart of through critical reflection so you can be successful while you are at the University. In addition, the course is designed to expose you to the differences you may see on campus while showing you the resources that can help you in your success here. 
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UWYO 1101 FYS: Outdoor Leadership		
What is Outdoor Leadership? This seminar course will critically examine and evaluate two significant historical expeditions: the Everest disaster of 1996 and Earnest Shackleton’s 1914-1917 Trans-Antarctic Expedition.  Each expedition will be evaluated from multiple perspectives through active learning, ethical reasoning and group collaboration. In doing so, students will gain a better perspective on what outdoor leadership is and the content of the outdoor leadership framework.

UWYO 1101 FYS: UW Veterans		
The Veteran FYS, You 2.0, will prepare you for a new way of thinking and learning and will introduce the three college basics;  Reading, wRiting and Research. Along with the three "R's" we will utilize reflection, critical and creative thinking, and research skills to successfully start your transition from warrior--to-scholar.  These activities are designed to develop academic, transition and community building skills to prepare you for undergraduate college success.

ZOO 1101 FYS: Natural History Past, Present, Future	
The study of Natural History has played an instrumental role in our understanding of the patterns and processes that have generated and maintained biodiversity and ecological systems. In this course we will dive into the history of thinking like a naturalist, how it has shaped our understanding of the organic world, how it helped bring humanity into the scientific age and how an appreciation of natural history shapes both our cultural and physiological evolution. Students will be trained how to think like a naturalist (including nature sketching and journaling) and how to identify and appreciate diverse organisms in Wyoming and beyond. Finally students will gain an appreciation of the many ways research and public collections impact science, art and culture. 

