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• Increasing naloxone distribution can 
decrease opioid related overdose 
deaths, especially when distribution 
includes potential bystanders

• Effective distribution of naloxone 
should leverage existing contact 
points with the target population

• American Indian and Alaska Native 
populations had the highest rates of 
Covid-19 vaccination, demonstrating 
the potential benefit of public health 
campaigns that incorporate 
“ecosystems” of tribal, federal and 
community organizations 

• Public health messaging in indigenous 
communities should incorporate 
relevant belief structures and 
indigenous knowledge

Fort Washakie, Wyoming

Distribution and Next Steps
Work with IHS and Doya Natsu identified a 
gap in distribution of naloxone to potential 
bystanders that may witness an overdose

Hypothesis

• Increasing access to naloxone through 
distribution to bystanders will reduce 
the burden of opioid related overdose 
deaths on the the Wind River Indian 
Reservation

• The Wind River Indian Reservation is 
located in Fremont County in central 
Wyoming 

• Rural and indigenous communities have 
been disproportionately impacted by 
the detrimental effects of the opioid 
epidemic

• Conversations with community partners 
revealed free naloxone was not being 
accessed by many eligible to receive it

• Work with service unit contractor to 
broadcast advertisement in waiting room

• Newsletter distributed and promoted on 
social media

• Doya Natsu Healing Center 
• Provides a variety of programs 

for mental health and addiction 
recovery

• Has a robust network of current 
and former clients

• Wind River Service Unit Indian Health 
Service (IHS) Clinic 

• The primary site of care for the 
community

• Pharmacy provides free 
naloxone to all community 
members eligible for services at 
the facility
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Background

Deliverables to Community

• Advertisement created for display on IHS 
clinic waiting area TV’s directing all 
eligible patients to obtain naloxone

• A guest article on harm reduction and 
accessing naloxone published in Doya 
Natsu monthly newsletter

• Flyers for distribution at prominent 
community sites

Wyoming overdose death rates by county

Narcan flyer and harm 
reduction newsletter


