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The purpose of this study was to obtain nationally representative,
developmental normative data related to the expressive oral narratives of
African American children. Narrative features produced by the African
American children were compared to narrative features produced by a
sample of European American children matched by age and gender.
Results indicated that when narrative elicitation conditions were carefully
controlled, and reflective of a Eurocentric school environment, African
American children generally produced narrative features both
macrostructurally and microstructurally similar to those produced by
European American children, especially in the older ages. Other studies
have demonstrated that African American children often use a
topic-associating style of narration reflective of some African cultures.
The findings of this study suggest that African American children have
adaptive narrative skills that match the expectations of a school system
dominated by a European American narrative ideal, and that the context
of the narrative elicitation is important.
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