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Outstanding Faculty Award Recipient 

Professor Jason Robison 
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Dean Klint W. Alexander 
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Hooders  
Professor Jason Robison  

Professors James M. Delaney and Melissa B. Alexander 
 

CONFER DEGREES 
Dave True 

University of Wyoming Board of Trustees  
 

Closing Remarks 
Dean Klint W. Alexander 

 
Recessional 

“Trumpet Fanfare,” G.F. Williamson 
 
 

Class photo immediately after ceremony.  
Reception in the lobby.   



 

Law Class of 2022 
 

Andrew Applegate 
Madison Blazovich 
Thomas J. Bleicher 
Travis Abraham Brammer H J  
Birney S. Brayton H 
Andrew W. Carollo D 
Sarah Percy Chapin 
Jason M. Chaulk 
Iliana Chavez-Jaime 
Spencer Riley Claymon H   
Morgan Cloud H 
Elizabeth Dinkel 
Dakota Christopher Duran 
Brianna Yvonne Duvall H 
Alicia B. Evans H 
Brad Fagergren 
Josey Nichole Graham 
Sarah Griffin H 
River Renee Calkins Heide H 
Raevyn D. Heinzen 
Zane Hengel 
Andrew J. Holcomb 
Bradley Horne  
Erick J. Franz Hughes H 
Aemelia E. Jensen H 
Taylor Jones D 
Thomas Patrick Kalish 
Matthew Klein H  
Katherine Landis-True H J  
Joseph D. Layzell H 
Colter John Linford 
Madison Linton J  
Briana Diane Long H 
Kara Lutz D J  
Connor Edmund Madsen 

McKenzie Marsh 
Zachary Martin 
Matthew Minikus  
Bryce Robert Nichols 
Hunter Otterson J  
Pierce E. Peasley H 
Liam P. Pedersen 
Christina Diann Porath 
Brandon Pryde 
Randall A. Rea H J  
Ben Rehbein 
Michael McDonough Roley H 
Alexa Rolin 
Madeleine Rebekah Sato 
Samantha J. Schmidt 
Braden Drew Briggs Seward 
Elaina M. Sezer H  
Travis Shurtliff  
Krystle Lyn Somers H 
Elizabeth Anne Castillo Stephani H 
Calli Irene Stone 
Theodore Z. Sutton 
Samantha Tenner 
Jennifer Thompson 
Trevor Scott Thorvaldson H J  
Ruth Uptain Ogden H 
Kathleen Christine Vernon 
Jake L. Vogt H 
Jaclyn Waara 
Celyn Diane Whitt H D 
Brooke Wilkison (White)  
Cassie Williams-Weinzierl H 
Trevor Phillip Willoughby  
Derrick Ervon Wolfle 
 
 

 
    
H Projected Honor Graduate: Projected to graduate with a 3.400 GPA or higher and complete 59 hours at the 

University of Wyoming College of Law.    D December 2021 Graduate     J Joint Degree     Military Service 
 



 
 
 
 

Farewell Message

 
Dear Class of 2022, 
On behalf of the University of Wyoming College 
of Law, I want to congratulate each and every one 
of you for completing law school and earning your 
Juris Doctorate degree! You should be proud of 
this achievement, and we applaud you for your 
commitment, hard work and dedication to reach 
this point in your lives and careers.  

The Class of 2022 is unique in the history of this 
institution. Your 1L year marked the centennial 
anniversary of the College of Law, which was 
founded in 1920. In 2021—the pandemic year— 
the world was in crisis and your class was forced 
to hibernate and take law school classes online.  
During your 3L year, you were required to wear 
masks in class and reacquaint yourselves with 
your classmates reemerging from social 
isolation. Without a doubt, the challenges you 
faced as law students were extraordinary and 
unprecedented. But you persevered and 
overcame. You truly deserve the degrees that 
are being conferred upon you in this moment.   

The conferral of the Juris Doctorate (JD) degree 
means that you are now part of an exclusive 
club of legal professionals representing less than 
one percent of the world’s population. The JD is 

the most flexible advanced degree, allowing you 
to practice and serve before the judicial branch 
of government and work in most other 
professions beyond the legal field. From this day 
forward, you are equipped to represent your 
fellow man, and to stand up for those who cannot 
stand up for themselves in society. 

The world needs more good lawyers and leaders 
who will fight to preserve the rule of law and 
our democracy. We need problem solvers and 
innovative thinkers to confront the challenges 
of our times, and you now have the training and 
skills to step up. I hope that you will commit 
yourself to a life of service to others, utilizing your 
knowledge and training in the law to make the 
world a better place.  

Congratulations again to all of you for this 
tremendous accomplishment, and good luck in 
your future pursuits! 

Congratulations again for this extraordinary 
accomplishment! We look forward to hearing 
great things about all of you in the future! 

Klint W. Alexander, Ph.D., J.D., M.Phil. 
Dean & Professor of Law 

University of Wyoming  
College of Law Dean 

Klinton Alexander 
 



 
 
 
 

Farewell Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To the Class of 2022, 
My heartfelt congratulations to you, the University 
of Wyoming College of Law’s Class of 2022.  You 
began life in law school not knowing how the world 
would change around you, and change it did. Yours 
is a class full of talent, but also full of life.  You love 
to be in the world, to run and fish and cook and ski 
and read. You have had babies, held three jobs, 
traveled the world, faced health challenges, gotten 
married, gotten divorced, lost parents and people 
that you love.  You have pondered fairness, sought 
truthfulness, and believed in human kindness. 
Through your classmates, you realized the meaning 
of true friends that feel like family and remembered 
that nothing matters more than family. Remember, 
today, and only today, is a gift. It has been my 
pleasure to know you, and watch you grow. Now, go 
do your thing, whatever that may be. 
 

 Warmly, Dean Hoyt 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Luck 

Sometimes a crumb falls 
From the tables of joy, 
Sometimes a bone 
Is flung. 

To some people 
Love is given, 
To others 
Only heaven. 

— Langston Hughes 

 

College of Law  
Assistant Dean 

Lindsay Hoyt, J.D. 



 

 

 
Burman Student Government 

Outstanding Student Award 
Matthew Minikus

 

 
 

 

Matthew Minikus was born in Casper and attended the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill where he received a bachelor’s degree in chemistry. After serving eight years 
as a US Navy SEAL, Matthew decided to follow in his mother’s footsteps and attend the 
University of Wyoming. Witnessing the mistreatment of members of the armed forces 
led him to pursue a degree in law to protect those who serve. During his time in law 
school, he worked as a legal extern for the Albany County Public Defender’s Office and 
was the president of the Wyoming Military Law Society. Since 2016, he has been an 
active volunteer and mentor for One Summit and raised over $10,000 his 2L year by 
running the Boston Marathon for children battling cancer. After graduating, he plans to 
work in criminal defense and VA disability.   

 
  



 

 

 
Burman Student Government 

Outstanding Faculty Award 
Jason A. Robison 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Introduced by Josh Neal, Burman Student Government President  
 
Jason Robison is a faculty member in the UW College of Law’s Environment, Energy, and 
Natural Resources Program, having begun his teaching career at the law school during the 
2013-2014 academic year. While Jason was raised in Salt Lake, his mother’s family descends 
from Italian immigrants who moved to Hartville and Sunrise, Wyoming, for work in the 
early twentieth century. Jason has earned S.J.D. and LL.M. degrees from Harvard Law 
School, a J.D. from the University of Oregon School of Law, and a B.S. in environmental 
studies from the University of Utah. His teaching, writing, and service generally focus on 
Western water, public lands, and Native peoples. Jason’s most recent book is an edited 
volume, Cornerstone at the Confluence: Navigating the Colorado River Compact’s Next Century, 
which follows on the heels of an earlier edited volume, Vision & Place: John Wesley Powell & 
Reimagining the Colorado River Basin. As these titles reflect, Jason loves the American West. 

  

 



 

 

Graduation Speaker 
Tori R.A. Kricken 

District Court Judge, Second Judicial District 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tori Kricken was sworn in as the District Judge of the Second Judicial District, 
Albany County, Wyoming, on January 3, 2017. Before that, she was the Staff 
Attorney for the Second Judicial District for approximately 14 years.  
 
She also served as a District Court Commissioner and Circuit Court Magistrate and 
as a part-time Drug Court Judge. Additionally, Judge Kricken taught business and 
law courses at the University of Wyoming. She serves on several law-related boards 
and committees and is actively involved in volunteer work in the Laramie 
community. Prior to her employment with the judiciary, Judge Kricken served as a 
Hearing Examiner for the Office of Administrative Hearings and was in private 
practice at the firm of Brown and Hiser, LLC. Tori received her J.D. from the 
University of Wyoming in 2000. 

  



 

 

Student Recognition 

2021-2022 Brimmer Scholarships 
 

Brimmer Scholars exemplify dedication to excellence and service, as the award honors the 
career and service of Judge Clarence A. Brimmer. The selection committee includes 
representatives from College of Law faculty, the judiciary, and the Wyoming Bar, former 
clerks of Judge Brimmer and members of the Brimmer family.   

 

            

Brimmer Scholars Jacob Vogt and Celyn Whitt 

             

Brimmer Scholarship Finalists  
Erick Hughes, Briana Long, Joseph Layzell, and Krystle Somers 

 



 

 

Student Recognition 
 

2022 Potter Law Club/John Burman Student Government  
Executive Board and Representatives 

 

President – Christina Diann Porath 
First Vice President – River Renee Calkins Heide 

Second Vice President – Remi A. Bullock 
Treasurer – Krystle Lyn Somers 

Secretary – Morgan Cloud 
Public Relations Representative – Michie Johnson 

Student Faculty Representative – Kenna Noble 
ABA/Public Service Representative – Josh Neal 

1L Class Representatives – Darby Clark and Amari Bertagnolli 
 
 

 
  



 

 

Student Recognition 
 

 

 
 

2021-2022 Editorial Board, Wyoming Law Review Volume 22  
 

Editor-in-Chief – Jake L. Vogt 
Managing Editor – Erick J. Franz Hughes 
Research Editor – Samantha J. Schmidt 

Article Editors – Birney S. Brayton, Alicia B. Evans,  
Briana Diane Long, Elizabeth Anne Castillo Stephani 

 
2021-2022 Board of Advocates 

 

Davis & Cannon Natural Resources Law Moot Court Competition 
Hannah Mink 

 

Richard Day Client Counseling Competition 
Morgan Cloud 

 

ABA Negotiations Competition 
Spencer Claymon 

 
2021-2022 Legal Writing Teaching Assistants 

Joseph D. Layzell, Briana Diane Long, Krystle Lyn Somers, Cassie Williams-Weinzierl 



 

 

Student Recognition 
2021-2022 Outstanding Graduates 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 
   

National Association of Women 
Lawyers (NAWL) Outstanding Law 
Student Award 
 

Awarded annually to the graduating 
student who best exemplifies the 
following:   

• Contributes to the advancement of 
women in society 

• Promotes issues and concerns of 
women in the legal profession 

• Exhibits motivation, tenacity, and 
enthusiasm 

• Demonstrates high academic 
achievement 

• Earns the respect of the law 
school community.  

 

2022 NAWL Outstanding Graduate 
River Renee Calkins Heide 

 

Clinical Legal Education Association 
(CLEA) Outstanding Student Award 

 

Awarded annually to recognize law 
students who have excelled in a clinical 
course in law school. An outstanding 

clinical student is selected by the 
clinical faculty of each law school. 

 

2022 CLEA Outstanding Graduate 
Matthew Klein 



 

 

Student Recognition 

2021-2022 Clinic and Practicum Programs 
 

 

Civil Legal Services Clinic 
Student Director – River Heide 
Outstanding Student Interns – 
Brianna Yvonne Duvall, Alexa Rolin 
 
Defender Aid Clinic 
Student Director and Outstanding 
Student Intern – Matthew Klein 
     

Entrepreneurship  
& Business Law Practicum 
Student Director – Theodore Z. Sutton  
Outstanding Student Interns –   
Katherine Landis-True and  
Michael McDonough Roley 
 

 
Estate Planning Practicum 
Student Director – Krystle Lyn Somers 
Outstanding Student Interns – 
Krystle Lyn Somers and  
Cassie Williams-Weinzierl

 

Energy, Environment and  
Natural Resources Practicum 
Outstanding Student Intern – 
Travis Abraham Brammer 

 

 
Family & Child Legal Advocacy Clinic 
Student Director – Ruth Uptain Ogden 
Outstanding Student Intern –  
Jordan Gill 

 
International Human Rights Clinic 
Outstanding Student Intern – 
Calli Irene Stone  

 

Prosecution Assistance Clinic 
Student Director and Outstanding 
Student Intern – Morgan Cloud 



 

 

Law Faculty 
 
Klint W. Alexander  Dean and Professor of Law 
 
Sam Kalen   Associate Dean and William T. Schwartz Distinguished Professor 

of Law, and Co-Director, Center for Law and Energy Resources in 
the Rockies 

 
Lindsay A. Hoyt   Assistant Dean  
 
Melissa Ballengee   Professor of Law 
Alexander 
 
Jacquelyn Bridgeman   Kepler Professor of Law and Director, School of Culture, Gender  
     and Social Justice 
 
Kenneth D. Chestek  Professor of Law, Assistant Director of Legal Writing and Assistant 

Director of the Center for the Study of Written Advocacy  
 
Danielle R. Cover  Professor of Law and Director, Civil Legal Services Clinic 
 
James M. Delaney  Centennial Distinguished Professor of Law 
 
Debra L. Donahue  Emeritus Professor of Law 
 
Michael C. Duff   Winston S. Howard Distinguished Professor of Law 
 
Stephen M. Feldman  Jerry W. Housel/Carl F. Arnold Distinguished Professor of Law and 

Adjunct Professor of Political Science 
 
Jerry Fowler  Assistant Professor of Law and  

Director, International Human Rights Clinic 
 
Harvey Gelb   Emeritus Professor of Law  
 
Mark Glover   Professor of Law 
 
Darrell D. Jackson  Professor of Law and Director, Prosecution Assistance Clinic 
 
Lauren McLane   Assistant Professor of Law and Director, Defender Aid Clinic 
 
George Mocsary   Professor of Law     
 
Timothy G. Kearley  Emeritus Professor of Law 
 



 

 

 
 
Noah B. Novogrodsky   Carl M. Williams Professor of Law and Ethics and Director,  

Center for International Human Rights Law and Advocacy 
 
Jerry R. Parkinson  Emeritus Professor of Law 
 
Debora A. Person  Director, Law Library 
 
Dona Playton   Associate Professor of Law and  

Director, Family and Child Legal Advocacy Clinic 
 
Tawnya K. Plumb  Head of Collections 
 
Dee Pridgen   Emeritus Professor of Law  
 
Tara K. Righetti   Professor of Law 
 
Jason Robison   Professor of Law 
 
Alan Romero  Carl M. Williams Professor of Law and Social Responsibility and 

Director, Rural Law Center 
 
Joel L. Selig   Emeritus Professor of Law   
 
Michael R. Smith  Carl M. Williams Professor of Law and Ethics; Director, Legal Writing 

Program; Director, Center for the Study of Written Advocacy 
 
Temple Stoellinger  Assistant Professor of Law, Haub School of Environment and Natural 

Resources and Co-Director, Center for Law and Energy Resources in 
the Rockies 

 
Elaine A. Welle   Emeritus Professor of Law 

 
Adjunct Faculty 

Keith Aurzada 
Sharon Buccino 
Matthew Chudacoff 

Becky Farley 
Devon Petersen 
Mario Rampulla 

David Singleton 
William Tom Sullins 
Tim Zimmerman 

 

Robert J. Golten Fellow 

Martha Tate Jenkins



 

 

Law Staff 
 

Tammy E. Ackerson  Law Library Specialist 

Michell Anderson  Student Services Coordinator 

Dave Bluemel   Registrar and Director of Student Records 

Tim D. Crawford  Director of Experiential Learning 

Ryan Harper   Senior Accounting Associate 

Tazmine Haut  Office Associate 

Edward Havugimana  Executive Information Technology Specialist 

Chavawn Kelley   Program Coordinator 

Laurie Kempert   Executive Business Manager 

Marguerite L. Latta Law Library Specialist 

Shelby Nivitanont Law Library Head of Public Services 

Lisa M. Nunley   Director of Admissions and Student Services 

Ashli Tomisich   Director of Career Services and Professional Development 

Susan M. Wozny   Law Library Services Supervisor 

 

 

 
 

2021 2022 

Outstanding Staff Award 
 

Edward Havugimana 
Executive Information Technology Specialist  

Selected by the Graduating Class 

 

 

  



 

 

  

Graduation  
Dedications 

 

for the “little” things 
how to make a difference in this world  

finding a purpose within this path  
phone calls, texts, coffee 

I could write a novel 



 

 

Madison Blazovich 

To Mom and Dad, I will never be 
able to thank you enough for all 
that you have done for me. You 
have shown nothing but 
unrelenting support, 
encouragement, and love for the 
past 24 years and while I know I 
will never be able to truly repay 
you, I will spend the rest of my life 
trying to do so. I would not be 
here today without the two of 
you. Every time I wanted to quit 
you reminded me exactly why I 
could continue. Thank you for 
always reminding me that I could 
do anything I set my mind to. 
Thank you for instilling in me 
determination, strength, and dare 
I say stubbornness in the best 
possible way.  
 

There are truly no better parents in 
this world, and I am inconceivably 
lucky to have you two as mine. I 
hope I can continue to make you 
proud. I love you both. 
 
To Mason B, thank you for being 
the most fantastic little brother 
anyone could have asked for. 
Thank you for calling me on my 
worst days and always making me 
giggle. Thank you for being a 
constant reminder to savor the 
happy moments and see good in 
everything. Thank you for always 
being my built-in best friend, even 
when you don’t want to be. I love 
you. 
 
To the rest of my family, thank you 
for your love, support, and laughs. 
I love each and every one of you.   
 

 And lastly to my friends, both old 
and new, thank you for standing 
with me through this journey. 
Thank you for getting me out of 
the house and reminding me to 
have fun (maybe too much 
sometimes). Thank you for 
understanding when I had to lock 
myself away. I miss you all. I love 
you all. 
 

 

Travis Abraham Brammer 

Thanks to Sheridan, for all that you have done for me 
and put up with over the last three years. And thanks 
to my parents, who have supported me as I have  

 
worked through the ups and downs of law school. 
Without the support and love of Sheridan and my 
parents, I would not have made it through school. 
Thank you!

  

Birney S. Brayton 

To my parents: Thank you for 
supporting me through this 
process. Your insight and 
collective experience continue to 
help me navigate my own. I love 
you both and will always 
appreciate you. 
To Jodi Brayton: Thank you for 
your support throughout law 
school and your interest in my life.  
 

 
Being able to talk to someone 
else that has gone through the 
same process was invaluable, and 
I will always appreciate our shared 
connection. 
 
To Gabrielle Haefs: Thank you for 
putting up with all the 
complaining. You’re the best! 
You’ve always been there for me 
when I needed you—I love you. 
 
To my friends: “See you at 3rd.” 



 

 

 
 

 

Iliana Chavez-Jaime 

Howard-  
Your unwavering support made all 
the difference. Thank you for 
keeping me steady in times of 
uncertainty and for believing in 
me when I failed to believe in 
myself.  You've empowered me to 
reach unimaginable heights. I 
mean it when I say- I could not 
have accomplished this without 
you.  I love you, always.  
 
Mama-  
Gracias por todo tu apoyo, 
siempre recordándome que yo 
puedo. Eres mi inspiración y 
espero ser tu orgullo.  

- Tu hija, Judith.

 
  

Spencer Riley Claymon 

To my wife, Lauren: I am so 
appreciative of all that you have 
done for me. These last three 
years have been some of the most 
challenging and most rewarding  
years of our lives. I am so happy 
to say that I had you by my side 
throughout all of it. It is not an 
understatement to say that I 
would not have made it without 

you. As we move into this new 
stage of life it is my turn to 
support you and to take care of 
you, just like you did for me 
during law school. Through ups 
and downs, I will always be by 
your side. I love you. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
To my sons, Roman and Dean: My 
boys, you mean the world to me. I 
am so happy to have had both of 
you with me during law school. 
You guys got me through all 
those late nights and early 
mornings. I can't wait to watch 
you boys grow up. Thank you for 
all the giggles and smiles these 
last few years. Love you, both.  
 

 
 
  



 

 

Morgan Cloud 

To my family: Thank you for 
always answering my calls and 
listening to my daily tirades. I 
cannot explain how much I 
appreciate your support through 
the good times and the stressful 
times. I attribute all of my success 
to your guidance and 
encouragement. 

To Petey: I feel unbelievably lucky 
I had such a selfless and 
understanding partner by my side 
through this journey. You 
constantly inspire me to become 
better, and I am excited to 
embark on this next stage of our 
lives together. And, hopefully, this 
next stage includes less late 
nights and more 14ers! 
 

To Judge Singleton and Professor 
Jackson: Thank you for your 
mentorship. Because of your 
guidance, I feel confident I am 
ready to face any challenge 
thrown my way. I will undoubtedly 
carry the lessons you taught me 
for the entirety of my career. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Dear Mom and Dad: 

Thank you for all your support. I 

could not have done it without 

your faith, support, and 

encouragement. 

Love, 

Liz 

 

Elizabeth Dinkel 

 



 

 

  

Dakota Christopher Duran 

To My Parents: Thank you both 
for supporting me every step of 
the way. I would not be here 
without your help, support, and 
enthusiasm. In fact, there were 
many times you were more 
excited about this process than I 
was. You were always a phone call 
away, and I needed those phone 
calls more than you know. I 
cannot thank you both enough for 
supporting me through this, and 
supporting what I have done, and 
what I want to keep doing with 
my life. 

Mom, you were always close by, 
and we always had a place to go 
to spend time with you and have 
fun, and stay close to our family. 
You helped us figure out how we 
would make housing and jobs and 
everything else work, and you 
were always there to give what 
you could and help. And thank 
you for keeping Rockie home and 
safe. Dad, who would have 
thought we would have both 
been going back to classes 
around the same time? Thank you 
for always being around to 
commiserate and cheer me up. It 
wasn’t always easy, but I couldn’t 
have done it without your 
support. 
 
To Christina: You stayed by my 
side through these insane three 
years (and several before that), 
and I cannot think of another 
person I would have rather had 
around to go through the 
struggle. I can’t thank you enough 

for being there, as annoying as I 
could have been. Thank you for 
everything, and I am so proud of 
you and your own 
accomplishments, and I am 
excited for our next steps! 
 
To Sharon & Pearl: I wish you 
were here to share this day, and I 
miss you both, but your support 
and love in my life helped get me 
here and beyond. 
 
To my family & friends: I want you 
to know how thankful I am for 
your love and support. I could not 
have done this without you! 
 
To Lauren McLane, Sonya Garcia, 
and Tammy Brady: Thank you for 
your professional support and 
availability to help and guide me 
in finding a purpose within this 
path. You all have shown me how 
to make a difference in this world, 
with this work, in a meaningful 
way. 
 
 
 

 

Brianna Yvonne Duvall 

To my amazing partner and 
husband: Travis, you are my rock 
and my best friend. I couldn’t 
have survived law school without 
you and am so proud of what 
we’ve accomplished these last 
three years. I love you! You have 
always believed in me, and I can’t 
thank you enough. 
 

To my parents: Thank you for 
your love, support, and 
motivation throughout my life. 
Both of you have always pushed 
me to pursue my dreams. I love 
you both! 
 
To all my friends and family: 
Thank you for never doubting me. 
It means a lot to have such 
wonderful people in my life.  
 

To my law school friends: I am so 
grateful for the new life-long 
friends that I met in law school! 
Without you all, this adventure 
would never have been the same. 
Thank you for the constant 
support and encouragement! 
 
 
  
  



 

 

 

Josey Nichole Graham 

To my parents: Joseph and Leslie 
– You are my role models. 
Everything you have done has 
made me who I am today. You 
taught me to be strong, work 
hard, be grateful, and never give 
up. I am incredibly blessed to 
have you as parents and 
completely incapable of putting 
into words how much everything 
you have done means to me. I 
appreciate your steadfast love 
and support in every step of my 
life. I love you both so much. 
 
To my grandparents: Dave and 
Charleen – I value all your 
encouragement and support 
along the way, but most of all, I 
cherish you loving me as your 
own. Who’d a thought I’d be a 
Wyomingite!

 
 To Kyler: You have been so 
patient and selfless through this 
entire journey. I am overwhelmed 
with the comfort and 
encouragement you give me each 
day. You are appreciated more 
than you know. I love you.  
  
To Ashley: I’m so lucky to have a 
sister like you. Thank you for 
cheering me on daily, listening to 
me complain, and loving me. 
You’re the best! Love you most.To 
my siblings: Thank you for 
constantly reminding me that I am 
not that special…just kidding, but 
in all seriousness, I love each of 
you so much it hurts. I appreciate  
you for always making me laugh 
and being there for me. 
 
 

 
To the rest of my family: Thank 
you for all the care packages, 
phone calls, texts, coffee 
Venmo’s, and home-cooked 
meals. Knowing you are praying 
for me and supporting me in all I 
do, makes everything easier. I 
genuinely value your love and 
support.  
 

We did it! 

Raevyn D. Heinzen 

To Kai & Mika. Although you 
undoubtedly made this adventure 
more difficult, you made it worth 
it. I hope to be your support 
someday the way you were mine 
through this experience.  
Mommy loves you.  
 
To Terry Andersen, my grandpa. 
Without you this opportunity 
wouldn’t have been an option. I 
appreciate everything you have 
done for me.  
 
To Brianna Duvall. You have 
made this experience so much  

fun. I am happy we became 
friends and that I had someone to 
cry with during the difficult times 
and laugh with for the fun times. 
Law school provided me with a 
lifelong friend, and I couldn’t have 
asked for a better one than you!  
 
To everyone in my life who has 
helped me through this 
experience, you have made my 
dreams come true and I couldn’t 
have done it without you all. They 
say it takes a village and I can 
confirm that saying. You all are my 
village and I love you. 

 
In loving memory of Michael 
Andersen, my dad, and Trevor 
Andersen, my brother. I hope I’ve 
made you both proud and I miss 
you both every day.  



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

River Renee Calkins Heide 

First, I want to thank my mentors that taught me how to think, behave, and rebel like a 
lawyer. I want to thank Professor Danielle Cover for instilling the confidence I needed to 
survive as a student director. You have shown me another side to the world of lawyering and 
have made me feel like the path I have chosen is where I belong. I also want to thank Tim 
Crawford for being the wise adult I go to for any situation and supporting the clinic. This 
ranges from wellness walks to keep the clinic space sane and wellness cries to keep me sane.  
 
To my family. Anna, Zhoe, and Sophie, your endless support and supply of laughter have 
gotten me through some of the hardest points not just in law school but my whole life. To my 
Grandma Jodie and Poppy Ed, you have always believed in me. That support has helped get 
me to this very moment. To my mother, Robin, you instilled in me the  
passion to fight for what I believe in and the confidence to make a career out of it. To my 
father, Bill, not only did you give me street smarts to survive the town of Laramie, but you 
gave me the ability to look at the good when sometimes everything felt bad. To my 
stepmother, Danyelle, you have always ensured that not only am I safe and sound but that I 
am thriving. You have taught me the value of patience and gratitude. To the sweetest sisters, 
Maya Ann and August Raye, you inspire me each and every day to be a better me than I was 
the day before.  
 
To my friends. Molly, you have been the greatest support system and best friend in Laramie. 
You deserve an honorary J.D. for listening to me ramble the last three years. Natalie, Casey, 
and Tater Baby, you have been the greatest support system from afar and will always be my 
people. To the best friends I have made along the way, Bri, Alicia, Sam, Maddy, Sarah, and 
MANY MORE, we are forever bonded through this journey. I couldn't be happier to have 
spent the last three years with you all [at Front Street Tavern].  
 
The biggest thank you is reserved for my husband. Nathan, you have supported me through 
the lowest of lows and highest of highs. Over the last three years (and since the day I met 
you), you have made me laugh when I wanted to cry, treated me with the utmost respect and 
kindness, and have been so patient through all the trials and tribulations that come with life in 
law school. I am the luckiest wife and law student in the world. I am forever grateful for you. 
 
Thank you to my fellow classmates at University of Wyoming College of Law Class of 2022. 
We did it! 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

Andrew J. Holcomb 

Mom & Dad, Mary Lou and Neal Holcomb, words cannot begin to describe 
how grateful I am for you both today. You punched a clock for my whole life, 
sacrificing your own dreams so that I could chase mine. Every single day of my 
life I have felt your endless love and unconditional support. As I walk across 
the stage today, just know how proud I am to be Andrew Josh Holcomb, your 
son, and that I would not be the man I am today without you. 
 
To my only sibling and older brother, Alex Neal Holcomb, you have been my 
best friend for my whole life. You protected me from this mean and scary 
world since the day I was born. You taught me that being oneself is so much 
more important than being what society says. You shared your love of music 
with me, unfortunately not your skill. Everyone else in the world might call you 
Alex Holcomb but I am so grateful that you are my brother, so I'll just keep 
going with that.  
 
My amazing girlfriend and life-partner, Morgane Vandendoren. I’m so lucky 
that you are in my life. You’ve been my rock and my anchor during law school. 
After some long, stressful days, coming home to you makes the worries of law 
school melt away. Thank you for your constant love, support, and unlimited 
patience. I can’t wait to start the next chapter of my life with you. 
 
All my other friends and family. Having too many of you to mention speaks to 
how fortunate I am to have so many people in my corner, cheering me on.  
 

 
 
 

  
 
  



 

 

 

Bradley Horne 

Mindy: I’ve had a crush on you 
from the first day I laid eyes on 
you, and I still feel that way 
twenty-five years later. Of course, 
as planned, you fell madly in love 
with me. It’s overwhelming to 
think of all that we’ve been 
through. You have given me so 
much. One thing is certain: there 
is nothing that you and I cannot 
accomplish together. Thank you 
for always believing in me and for 
being there for me. It’s all for you, 
peacherino. I’m looking forward 
to starting the next chapter with 
you. This is our destiny.  
 

Isidora: Follow your dreams; 
Lydia: Stay fearless; Isaac (bubby): 
Work hard (you’re the best son 
I’ve ever had). 
 

Jae: I am incredibly grateful for 
your understanding and patience; 
Rosalie: Never settle. 
 

My dear father-in-law: Thank you 
for helping us out financially when 
we were in a bind. One thing I 
always felt bad about was not 
asking permission to marry your

 
 
 
daughter. I’d like to fix that: Can I 
marry your daughter? 
 
Dr. Take & Jamie: You have 
supported me and our entire 
family every step of the way. I can 
say with absolute certainty that 
this would not have been possible 
without you. You guys opened 
your home and hearts to our 
family and have treated us as your 
own. My heart is filled with love 
for you both. Thank you. 
 
Mom: I know it hasn’t always been 
easy but thanks for looking out, 
especially during those early 
years. The constant smell of pies, 
cookies, and pound cake. I’m 
sorry that Jesse picked the top off 
all the time. I tried to stop him. I 
can still see you sitting on the 
couch studying with huge books 
all around you. Constantly 
rewinding and replaying that tape 
recorder. We both went to 
college in our thirties. I suppose 
it’s never too late to make 
something of ourselves. I hope 
you continue in that spirit. Do you 
love me?

 
 
 
Dad: My fellow disabled combat 
veteran. Working with you every 
other weekend at the Archives is a 
memory I still cherish. Thanks for 
being willing to put on your old 
football gear to teach me how to 
tackle. I miss doing paintball on 
the weekends and riding in that 
old Ford listening to oldies. Of 
course, how can I forget 
Halloween when we’d decorate 
the yard with coffins that you 
made in the shed while Mom 
handmade all our costumes. And 
every Christmas you’d take us out 
to make sure that Mom had the 
most gifts under the tree. Nice 
work, old man.  
 
Bro: This accomplishment feels 
like finally getting the golden 
chocobo. Remember: walk do not 
run to that exit. In case you 
forgot: Up, Up, Down, Down, Left, 
Right, Left, Right, B, A, Start. 
Follow the light, guardian. Thanks 
for always having my back.  
 

 

www.dandwiki.com/wiki/Gold_Chocobo_(3.5e_Creature)

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aemelia E. Jensen 

To Lucy, I did this for you. To give 
you a better life; the one that you 
deserve. 
 

To my brother Dan, for 
simultaneously being my first  
co-counsel and opposition.  
 
To my parents, for encouraging 
me to construct winning 
arguments against authority,  
even into absurdism. 

 
To Romano, Roxi, Pam, Brodie, 
for giving me the final push and 
inspiration to take this path. 
 
To Amber, Erica, Kat, Logan, Rei, 
Roxi, Stef for always having my 
back. 

  

Taylor Jones 

To my Mom & Brother — I am not sure there are 
words that describe just how grateful I am for the 
both of you. It has been a tough few years for us, but 
even so, you were there for me every step of the way. 
You believed in me even during the numerous times I 
told you I couldn’t do it, or I wasn’t smart enough. 
Without your support, encouragement, 
understanding and love, I wouldn’t be here today 
celebrating this accomplishment. I love you both. 
Here’s to new beginnings.  
 
To Jon — When I moved to Laramie, I wasn’t sure 
what was in store for me, except difficult challenges 
and more reading than I’d care to do. At no point did 

I believe I’d meet the love of my life, but that’s what 
happened. Thank you for signing up for my crazy, law 
school ride, filled with emotional meltdowns and 
sheer anxiety. Thank you for not giving up on me. You 
are my calm and my peace. I love you so much.  
 
To the ACAO — Aka, my law fam. I have learned 
more than I ever imagined from all of you. This office 
has taught me what an ethical, passionate, rockstar 
attorney looks like. You have believed in me since the 
day you gave me the opportunity to step foot in that 
office, and for that, I cannot thank all of you enough. I 
will continue to admire and support you, as well as 
bug you for guidance and advice, for many years to 
come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

       Thomas Patrick Kalish 

To my parents, James and Patricia 
Kalish. Thank you for your unwavering 
support and encouragement. I love 
and appreciate you both so much. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Katherine Landis-True 

Mom and Dad, thank you for your unwavering 
support through this adventure and all the others 
before it. Thank you for believing in me, even when I 
didn’t. Your constant encouragement to never settle 
and to push myself beyond what I think I am capable 
of is why I am here today. Dad, thank you for telling 
me to bet on myself and go to law school. Mom, 
thank you for answering every panicked phone call 
and providing all the advice that came with them. 
Everything I have achieved was made possible by the 
sacrifices you both made and your dedication to 
ensuring that Stephen and I had every opportunity to 
succeed. Thank you is inadequate to express how 
grateful I am for all you have done for me. I love you!   
 
Elijah, first, CONGRATULATIONS on your graduation 
today! I am so proud of you! Thank you for standing 
by my side through every high and low of this journey 
and making sure that I had some fun along the way. 

Thank you for being a constant source of support, 
even though you were also completing your graduate 
education. Most of all, thank you for your patience. I 
know I tested it a few times! You are the best partner 
and friend. I love you, and I could not have done it 
without you! 
 
Stephen, I am so lucky to call my brother one of my 
best friends. Thank you for sharing your graduation 
year with me! I am so proud of you and every step 
you have taken towards living the life you love.  
 
Shane and JoAnn, thank you for warmly welcoming 
me into your family after my 1L year. Your support 
and generosity over the past four years have been 
invaluable. Thank you for everything you have done 
to support us in our marriage and education. Finally, 
thank you for your mentorship as we launch our 
careers in Wyoming. We couldn’t have reached this 
milestone without you! We love you! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Joseph D. Layzell 

Mom and Dad – Thank you for your love and support 
from kindergarten to now. Education is not something 
I was always fond of, but you both continued to push 
me to be my best and held me to the standards you 
knew I could reach. Mom, no matter how much we 
argued you (almost) always ended up being right. Our 
short phone calls between classes or when I had a 
break were always a highlight of my day. Dad, you 
helped me make the decision to come to law school 
when I had no idea what my next step was. Your 
guidance has helped shape me into the person I am 
today. In life and academics, you both have always 
been there, and I cannot thank you enough.

 
Megan – Thank you for not only being my sister, but 
one of my closest friends. Somehow throughout the 
past 8 years since I have left Illinois, we have become 
even closer. You are one of the most understanding 
and caring people I know and I could not be more 
grateful for you. 
 
Grandpa – You’ve always said, “you can do anything 
with a law degree besides practice medicine.” This 
struck home with me and was a primary factor in me 
applying to law school when I was unsure of what my 
career path should be. Thank you for sharing your 
passion of the law with me.  
  



 

 

 

Briana Diane Long 

To My Parents: Mom and Dad, thank you so much for 
everything you have done for me. Since I was old 
enough to dream of my future, you have always 
encouraged me to pursue my passions and fight for 
what I believe in. You have always encouraged me to 
be myself and have taught me that through hard work 
and dedication, anything is achievable. You have 
been my support system through the highs and lows 
of high school, engineering, and law school, and I 
know that you will continue to be there for me, 
cheering me on throughout my career and through 
every step of life after graduation. I hope you know 
that without both of you, I would not be where I am 
now; I will never be able to thank you enough for 
pushing me to be the woman I am today. 
 

To Ryan: Thank you for all of your support throughout 
the last three years. I can’t imagine what law school 
would have been like without you helping guide me 
through it. I will forever cherish the memories we 
created throughout this time. For example, just 

having you study in the same room helped me focus 
on my studying and your connections helped me 
build a network within the school. But most 
importantly, the hours we avoided law school helped 
keep me sane and smiling throughout this journey. I 
love you, and I can’t wait to take on our next 
adventure of both being attorneys together very 
soon. 

 

To Josh: I also cannot thank you enough for all of the 
times that you have supported me throughout law 
school and for every time leading up to it. Although I 
typically will not admit to laughing at your jokes, your 
humor has always been there for me when I needed a 
pick me up from a hard day. I will also always 
appreciate knowing that when my life has flipped 
upside down, you will always be there as my 
protective older brother for a few good laughs and to 
help me try to pick the pieces back up again. 
 

To family and friends: Thank you to everyone who 
has supported me along my journey in law school and 
thank you so much for the unforgettable memories.

  
  



 

 

 

Connor Edmund Madsen 

Mom and Dad, thank you for 
supporting me throughout this 
entire process. I could not have 
done this without you and your 
constant support never went 
unnoticed. Mom, your battle with 
cancer inspired me to never give 

up and always fight harder. You 
are both role models and I love 
you. Alise and Haydn, you guys 
are the best. Thank you for all the 
support and sibling love over the 
years, love you. Thank you to all 
my friends and family who have 
also helped me along this journey.  
 

Thank you to the Law School 
staff, especially Professor 
Delaney. You have not only been 
a great teacher, but a great 
mentor as well. Thank you for all 
the help and guidance over the 
past few years.  
 

  
 
 
 

Matthew Minikus 

To my parents: Thanks for all your love and extreme 
support. We have had some rough times and gotten 
through them. Few people get to have the close 
bond that we have. I look up to you and can't wait to 
follow in your footsteps.   
 

To Patty, Ben, Randy, and David: Thanks for all your 
mentorship and friendship. Standing up for others 
that cannot stand up for themselves is an honorable 
occupation that is often overlooked.   
 
Staff and Students at UW: It was great spending the 
last three years with everyone. I wish you all the best.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

Hunter Otterson 

To Casey: Thank you for your 
endless love and support. I can 
say with complete confidence that 
none of this would have been 
possible without you. You have 
had my back every step of the 
way along this crazy journey. 
Thank you for patiently listening 
to me ramble about the tax code, 
and for always remembering the 
elements of negligence. I am so 
proud of you and all your hard 
work these past few years. Being 

your husband will always be the 
greatest honor of my life.  
I love you. 
 
To Mom, Dad, Charles, and 
Carla: Thank you for always 
guiding me to the right path and 
giving me the space to get there 
in my own time. Each of you has 
stood unwaveringly by my side 
through the highest of highs and 
the lowest of lows. Thank you for 
teaching me the importance of 
hard work and integrity. More 
importantly, thank you for always 
leading by example. I love you all 

and I am eternally grateful to be 
your son. 
 
To Dave, Miles, Justin and 
Cameron: You inspire me every 
day. Love you fellas. 
 
To Missy, Greg, Payne, and 
Logan: Having you all as my 
second family has truly been a 
blessing beyond words. Thank 
you for accepting me as one of 
your own. You have been some 
of my biggest cheerleaders and 
your support means the absolute 
world to me. Love, Ooglesby 

 
 

  



 

 

 

Pierce E. Peasley 

To Solenn – I cannot thank you 
enough for your constant support 
throughout the last three years. I 
would never be in the position I 
am in today without you and will 
be forever grateful for everything 
you have done for me. I look 
forward to the future and to 
everything we will accomplish 
together.  
 

 
To my parents, Steve Peasley 
M.D. and Melissa Peasley –  
Thank you for everything. For 27 
years you have pushed me to be a 
better person, son, and student, 
and I am so grateful. I owe you so 
much and appreciate your 
support, help, and phone calls 
over these last three years. The 
two of you put me into a position 
to be able to succeed and I would 
never have been able to do it 
without you.  
 

 
To Frank Peasley – Thank you for 
inspiring me to become an 
attorney. Your example and 50  
years of service to your 
community and your clients gives 
me hope that I can accomplish a 
fraction of what you have. Thank 
you for your advice and support 
throughout my entire life, and for 
the last three years.  
 
Finally, to all of the faculty and 
staff at the College of Law, 
thank you so much for caring 
about the students and making 
this experience enjoyable. 

 
Christina Diann Porath 

Dear Mom,  
Words alone do not express how grateful I am to 
have such a wonderful mother like you! Thank you for 
being there for me when I needed someone to cry to, 
needed words of encouragement, and for someone  
to pray for me during these exhausting three years. I 
will always cherish your “thinking of you” cards or 
generous care packages to help me get through this 
relentless roller-coaster.  Your sugar cookies always 
made things easier! Thank you for all that you’ve 
done, I wouldn’t have done this without you. I love 
you, Mom!  
 
Dear Dad,  
Thank you for the countless times you have helped 
me edit a paper or email! Even though those papers 
were full of legal shenanigans and over 20-pages 
long, you were determined to help your little girl out! 
I will always be grateful for your time, patience, and 
most importantly, your edits. Thank you for listening 
to my presentations and speeches – your critiques 
and opinions were always beneficial. Thank you for all 
that you’ve done. I love you so much, Dad!  
 

 
 
 
Dear Taylor,  
To say the least, this 
ride has not been 
easy for us. Thank 
you for your support 
and understanding 
throughout these 
three years. Thank 
you for being there 
for me when I 
needed you the 
most. Thank you for 
motivating me to always do my best, willing to cook 
me dinner at 10pm because I was too busy studying 
to eat at normal hours and listening to me complain 
about how law school has aged me. I can’t wait to 
see what the future has in store for us. I love you!  
 
Dear Michael,  
I wish more than anything that you were here to 
celebrate this milestone. I hope I made you proud, 
big brother. Love you forever and always.   
 



 

 

Brandon Pryde 

To my parents (Bruce and Cheri): 
I cannot thank you enough for 
your love and support over the 

years. I have no doubt that I 
would not be here, a graduate of 
law school, without your 
encouragement. 
 

To the rest of my family: Thanks 
for always being there for me 
when needed. Your love and 
support mean the world to me. 

  
Randall A. Rea 

To my partner, Clancee,  
your love, support, and encouragement has been my 
guiding light. With you, every day is better than the 
last. To our next adventure, cheers!  

 
To my parents, Al and Dena, you saw this coming 
before anyone else. Thank you.

 
To Doug and Amy, for Clancee and me, your love 
and support have been unmatched. Good times are 
ahead! 
 

 
To Alyson and Auntie, thanks for trekking up here. 
Let’s party! 
 

Ben Rehbein 

First and foremost, to my 
wonderful partner Flo. We tied 
the knot right as we began this 
journey, and our marriage has 
only gotten stronger. You tackled 
your own Marketing degree and 
full-time work without a single 
complaint, and I'm so proud to 
see you graduating at the same 
time as me. We did this thing 
together every step of the way. 
This is our victory. And it hasn't 
been easy, has it? Your husband 
has been a right grumpy arsehole 
at times. Thank you for your 
patience and your love, and 
especially, your belief in me. I'm 
so excited to begin this new 
chapter of our lives. 
 

To my parents, Stu and Audrey, 
our cup has run overfull from  
love and support during the last 
three years. I don't know if I can 
repay you, but I hope that one 
day I can be just as supportive, 
loving, patient and kind for my 
own children. Being here in 
Wyoming, working to better 
myself and my education, was the 
best decision I have ever made. 
You encouraged me to apply to 
Law School and encouraged me 
to take the leap to a new state. 
You embraced my wife and 
supported her just as much as you 
have supported me, even 
covering her tuition during a 
tough year. You helped drive us 
out here, Flo and I, when we 
started, and you traveled here 
again to see us graduate. We do 
not take any of this lightly, or for 
granted. Thank you for 
everything. We are forever in your 

debt. I hope seeing me wearing 
my pajamas and silly hat today 
makes you proud.  
 

 
 
To the Class of 2022, we did it! 
Ein Prosit! 



 

 

Alexa Rolin 

To Fred: My husband, my rock, 
and my forever love. I never 
would have gotten through 
this journey without you by my 
side. I can’t wait to see what 
the next years have in store for 
us and our family.  
 

To Paige: I never thought 
sisters could be so close, but 
thank you for being my best 
friend, sounding board, and 
roommate for a year. You keep 
me grounded and happy. Love 
you and cheers to us! 
 

To my family: Thank you for all 
your support and being here 
for this momentous occasion. I 
could not have done this 
without your help and love 
over the last three years.  

 
 

Madeleine Rebekah Sato 

To Mom & Dad – Thank you both 
for providing me the means and 
the opportunity to be able to 
attend law school. It hasn’t always 
been easy but, I am glad that I 
always had your support and for 
that I will always be grateful.  
I love you! 

  
To Rachel – You’re the best sister 
that anyone could ask for and I 
am happy to grow alongside you 
through this life. I am proud to be 
your Sissy Bear.    
 

To Gage – See you on the other 
side, love!   
  

 
To my friends Liz & Cody – I 
couldn’t have made it without 
you. We did it!      
 

In Loving Memory of Grandma 
and Grandpa – I hope I’ve made 
you both proud; wish you were 
here.    

 

 

 
 
  

To Porter, Drax, and Loki: My boys through thick and thin. The best study 
buddies and Zoom learning partners. Thank you for making Zoom law 
school bearable. 



 

 

 
 

Krystle Lyn Somers 

To my Parents, Larry & Beth: Absolutely none of 
this law school experience would have been 
possible without you. You made this all happen, not 
only with your constant support in every way, and 
the many flights out to visit, but with your never-
ending love and listening ears. You raised me to 
know and love God’s Word, and without Him, or 
you, I’m not sure I could have handled all the stress 
on my own. This past year has been a constant 
reminder that you both are the strongest people I 
know, and I am forever blessed to have been given 
you as my parents. You are the best family a 
daughter could ever ask for, and words cannot 
express my gratitude and love towards you, or my 
excitement to finally come back home! I love you 
both so much! 

 
To the love of my life, Benjamin: Where do I begin? 
You are the one who has had to put up with me 
every single day for the past many months. My 
complaints, my stresses, my small wins, and my 
larger achievements, you have stood by my side 
through all of them. Beyond school, you have been 
my source of happiness and inspiration. You took 
away all the loneliness and fear, and gave me 
support, strength, and love. Our good Lord did not 
just bless me with one of the “good ones,” He gave 
me the best one. Thank you for it all, and I cannot 
wait to spend the rest of my life with my best friend! 
I love you with all my heart! And to the rest of the 
Flanscha family, thank you for making me a part of 
yours. Your support, love, and kindness, especially 
through the past few months, is one of my biggest 
blessings. I love you all.  
 
To my Aunt Cora: No number of miles can keep us 
apart. Thank you for the endless phone calls where 
you had to listen to my happy times, my frustrations, 
and all the stories in between. I cannot express how 
much your love, patience, and care mean to me.   

  
To the Peasley Family: Thank you for being my 
Wyoming family away from home. You might have 
thought that Thanksgiving 2019 was only going to 
be a one-time visit, but you’re stuck with me now! I 
will always hold all of you close to my heart, and 
your compassion, kindness, and prayers have meant 
more to me than you know! I look forward to all the 
visits and conversations ahead! 
 
To Sam: On the first day of 1L orientation, we met 
in the parking lot and decided to sit by one 
another. Ever since, you’ve been my best girl friend 
here, listening to all my stories and complaints, 
helping with the sad times and rejoicing in the 
happy ones. We will have to travel a little further 
now for pizza nights, but I know no matter the 
distance, we’ll always be there for each other! 
 
To my Boys: In no particular order, Birney, Connor, 
Pierce & Zane: Thank you for adopting this ol’ gal 
into your group! We’ve had so many great laughs 
and moments together, all of which have created 
such fond memories. Whether it was group 
studying, our campfire, or playing golf in our field, I 
will always cherish our time together! I hope you’ll 
all come to Wisconsin and visit! 
 
To the Faculty and Staff: Laurie – You have been a 
shining light for me the past three years, always 
there when I’ve been so far from home. Thank you 
for all the conversation, all the stories, all the lunch 
dates, and all the laughs. Professor Delaney and 
Mario – I could not have asked for two better 
mentors and professors while in law school. Your 
consistent willingness to give advice and make sure 
students learn and enjoy never goes unnoticed! To 
everyone else, thank you for helping make this law 
school dream a wonderful part of my life!



 

 

 
Travis Shurtliff 
I would like to dedicate my graduation to my wife and kids. Without their constant love and support I do not 
think I would have made it. It has not been easy. My family believed in me enough to move away from their 
friends and family. They have sacrificed more for me than I ever could imagine. Their strength shines through. 
Even with moving to Laramie and supporting me they have been successful in every aspect of their lives. My wife 
has excelled in her career here. My kids have gotten good grades and have been active members in the 
community, excelling in sports and 4-H. They are my inspiration and the reason I have made it this far. I cannot 
thank them enough for allowing me to do this, and hopefully it pays off. 
 

Calli Irene Stone 

To my family, you have all played a significant role in 
my success and I am so happy to be able to celebrate 
this accomplishment with you. Thanks for the words 
of encouragement, helping me out when money was 
tight, and always cheering me on.  
 
Special shout-out to my sister Cassidy. I really could 
not have done it without you. Your support through 
this entire experience is something I will forever be 
grateful for. Letting me vent about life, the dance 
parties, you agreeing to call me to make sure I made 
it to class after pulling all-nighters, proof-reading my 
papers at the eleventh hour and for being there 
through all the good and the bad. Cheers! 
 
 
Theodore Z. Sutton 
To Mom and Dad: Thank you both for giving me the 
strength and confidence to take on life’s challenges. 
Both of you have accomplished so much in your lives 
and careers, and I understand that my path to success 
is by following your footsteps. You and are the best 
role models that a son could ask for. 
 
To Emily and Sarah: I am so proud of everything that 
both of you have accomplished thus far. While I got 
a three-year head start on life, both of you have 
clearly caught up. From getting a master’s in finance 
to already being three years into medical school, 
both of you have inspired me to persevere through 
law school. I definitely won the sibling lottery! Love 
you both. 

 
 
 
Trevor Scott Thorvaldson  
I will never be able to repay the love and 
encouragement you each have provided to get me 
here today. Without either of you I would simply 
have not made it this far. The Sunday phone calls, 
the Gameday tailgates, and my trips back home 
made going to school this long so much better. 
Thank you for always showing me I can do whatever 
I set my mind to, for always reminding me to laugh 
and encouraging me in whatever topic fascinated 
me that week. I could not have asked for better role 
models, a better support system or better parents.  
I love you both! 
 
 

Samantha Tenner 

To my Father and Elina – Thank you so much for 
your unconditional support and love.  Scotty, you are 
my best friend.  
 
To Alejandro – Thank you for being the best partner. 
You are my everything. 
 
To my GALS Loraine, Briz, Ali, & Ella <3 – Your 
friendship is the world to me. Thanks for bailing me 
out of hard times. Ya’ll are the best. 
 
Alicia – Thanks for being my constant giggle and 
support. I’m so proud of you! 



 

 

  
 

 

Ruth Uptain Ogden 

Many are worthy of appreciation in supporting me. But, this is a special shout out to my mother-in-law, 
Christina. Thank you for dropping everything and showing up. Thank you for shifting your priorities, laying 
aside your needs, your life, your time, and your privacy to show up for us. Thanks for showing my little son all 
the attention and affection in the world. Thanks for giving me the peace of mind that not one of Timber's 
needs would go unmet. Thanks for being a kind and forgiving cheerleader to Kirsten. Thanks for not holding 
onto offenses or taking things personally. Thanks for the endless meals, whether we liked them all or not. 
Thanks for all the dishes, rides and grocery shopping. Most of all, thanks for being the mother of the best 
husband I could ever imagine. You're an angel in disguise. Please forgive my moments of irritability, criticism, 
or unkindness. I'm forever grateful to you and could not have made it through this semester without you!  
Love, Ruth 
 
 
 

 
 

Jake L. Vogt 
To Sommer: It is difficult to 
articulate how meaningful your 
support has been over the years. I 
would not be where I am today 
without you. Thank you for 
exemplifying what true courage, 
dedication, and hard work is. Not 
many people can move to an 
unfamiliar state, start their own 
business, and succeed the way 
you are. It is a testament to who 
you are as a person. You inspire 
me to be the best person I can be 
every single day and won’t let me 
settle for anything less than I am 
capable of. And most importantly, 
thank you for being the best dog 
mom to Maizey and Roux; the 
three of you bring immense joy to 
my life. 
 

To Mom and Dad: Thank you for 
everything. For supporting my 
dreams and endeavors, teaching 
me the value of hard work, and 
showing tough love when I 
needed it most. Thank you for 
leading by example, being role 
models for me and my siblings, 
and pushing us to be uncommon. 
We all are where we are today 
because of you both. You held us 
accountable and instilled 
discipline into us that has served 
us well as we have progressed 
through life. Finally, thank you for 
connecting me to Wyoming, I 
cannot imagine a better place  
to be. 
 

To Matt, Abby, and Alex: I look 
up to all three of you. Each of you 
epitomize the kind of person I 
aspire to be, both professionally 
and personally. It is rare to grow 
up with the support system you 
three have provided, and equally 
rare to be able to look to three 
siblings as role models. You all 
have overcome your own 
adversities and inspire me to 
approach each obstacle I face 
with a positive and determined 
attitude. Thank you all for setting 
the examples you do. 
 

 
 

  



 

 

 

Celyn Diane Whitt 

I have countless coaches and mentors to thank for their 
role in my success. There are too many people to thank 
individually. Most importantly, I want to thank my 
family for always supporting my ambitious goals.  
 

To Eric & Diane: I want to give a special shout-out to 
my dad, Eric Whitt, for instilling values of hard work, 
confidence, and discipline throughout my life. You 
have inspired me to become the best version of 
myself. Your endless support and encouragement 
never go unnoticed. Thank you to my mom, Diane 
Whitt, for showing compassion and grace during my 
career. I have realized that success is not always 
found in the milestones but in all the little moments in 
between. Thank you for the “little” things that 
created this moment. From buying me a tailored suit 
to a simple home cooked meal—these are the 
moments that made this milestone achievable.  

 

To Jalen & Devon: To my brothers, thank you for 
always supporting me. I would not be half as tough as 
I am if I did not have the opportunity to grow up with 
two older brothers. Thank you for helping me learn to 
fly-fish and always scheduling a getaway trip on the 
water. To Nathan Giefer: Thank you for always 
showing up for us as I chase my dreams. I am pretty 
sure you are at least half-lawyer for all the lectures 
you listened to with me, the law school jargon, and 
everything in between. From studying for the LSAT to 
taking the Bar Exam, I appreciate you always 
believing in me, pushing me, and allowing me to 
reach my full potential. 
 

To Kristen Ferries: Sometimes, in the least expected 
moments, someone really special comes into your 
life. Kristen, thank you for being a part of my journey. 
I am endlessly thankful for encouragement and 
guidance. 

Brooke Wilkison (White) 

To my Mom: You deserve endless 
thank yous, and words cannot 
express the amount of gratitude I 
have for you, but this is a start. 
Thank you for always encouraging 
me to better myself and to take 
risks. You are unconditionally 
selfless, and your sacrifices have 
not gone unnoticed. Thank you 
for teaching me how to be 
independent and persevere when 
life gets tough. You are such an 
inspiration, and I can only hope to 
be as bad ass as you some day!  
I love you! 
 
To Alyssa: Thank you for being 
my life-long best friend. You’ve 
always had my back and have lent 
a listening ear when I needed to 
vent. Thank you for always 

providing your honest perspective 
and for challenging me – even 
when we don’t agree. In my most 
stressful moments, you keep me 
grounded and are a continuous 
reminder of what is important in 
life.  
 
To the Wilkison Family: First and 
foremost, thank you for loving and 
accepting me as one of your own. 
I am so lucky to have family in 
Laramie. Family dinner has always 
been a highlight of my week and 
you always provided a much-
needed outlet from school. All of 
you have eased my law school 
experience and I can’t thank you 
enough! 
 
To Kelby: I am so grateful for you. 
It is not an exaggeration when I 

say that I could not have done this 
without you. Thank you for your 
patience and unwavering support 
over the past 3 years. I could 
always count on you to hype me 
up or talk me off a ledge when 
necessary. You’re my biggest 
cheerleader and you truly believe 
in me more than I believe in 
myself. I love you so much and 
cannot wait to start the next 
chapter of our lives together!! 
 
To the rest of my family and 
friends: I am so blessed! I could 
write a novel of these dedications, 
but I will spare everyone. Please 
just know your contributions to my 
success have not gone unnoticed. 
If not for your love, care, and 
support, I would not be standing 
among the graduates today! 



 

 
  

Life in 
Law School 

 

we met in the parking lot 
so many people in my corner 

gameday tailgates  
constant giggle  

We did it! 
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