College in Prison
I couldn't have been happier to hear there would be a college-level intro to psych class being
offered. When I saw it posted I immediately submitted my application for enrollment. I've been
interested in psychology for several years now, but unfortunately I don't have the means to put
myself through school. This class has only increased my interest and shown me that psychology
is a robust area ofstudy well worth pursuing.
I've been incarcerated for 14 years and am slated to be released [in the next few years]. I came to
prison as a 19 year old with no education, having dropped out of high school in the ninth grade. I
got my GED in 2006 through the prison, and a few years ago I snuck my way into a computer
applications class (CMAP) that was offered through Eastern Wyoming College. Other than that, I
haven't had a single educational opportunity until this intro to psych class came along. Due to
my sentence structure and inability to afford higher education, it is likely that I will leave prison
after having served nearly 20 years without a single employable skill.
The idea ofcollege has always intimated me, and this class has shown me that I don't need to be
intimidated. The professors were kind and professional, and they didn't even have to bribe me to
say so! Having taken this class I'd be much more apt to apply for grants or go to campus and
discuss my educational future with someone. It means a lot that people are willing to take the
time to teach me something when the only thing they know about me is I committed some crime
they would certainly disapprove of.
Not to sound ungrateful-because I couldn't possibly be any more appreciative-but we
definitely need more programs like this. If pursuing a degree were possible when I arrived, I
would probably have a master's degree by now, perhaps even two. Although it's too late for me
to get a degree in prison, that shouldn't deter you too much from advocating that others should
be educated before being released. The science on the inverse correlation between recidivism and
education has been known for some time now. Prison reform has to start somewhere; why not
here?
Perhaps I can speak for most of us when I say we definitely want more educational opportunities
and will take full advantage of any opportunities we're given. Most ofus lost everything we have
on our way into prison and now make pennies an hour (literally). We can't afford to put
ourselves through school, so anything the community can do to help us I'm sure will show
increased returns. Thank you for listening.

