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CLINIC NEWS
Legal Services and Domestic Violence Clinic News

Th e goal and focus of the Legal Services and DV Clinics is to meet a 
portion of the civil legal needs of Wyoming’s low-income population.  
Th e clinics accept requests for legal assistance from people in all 23 
counties who meet the poverty guidelines. Th e students handle cases 
involving divorce, child custody, modifi cation of divorce and child 
custody, domestic violence protection orders, stalking orders, guardian 
ad litem appointments in juvenile and domestic relations cases, 
consumer debt, public benefi ts, return of property, and immigration 
issues. Some of the people helped by these programs are victims of 
domestic violence, dating violence, stalking, and sexual assault. 

Each semester, the students in both clinics represent over 100 clients 
in all counties throughout Wyoming. In the last half of 2012, we 
represented clients in 19 of the 23 Wyoming counties. 

Some examples of just what some of the students have been up to in 
the Spring 2013 semester include that Christopher Sherwood argued 
a case on behalf of the legal services clinic in front of the Wyoming 
Supreme Court and Ethan Doak is scheduled to argue in front of the 
same court in May. Additionally, in the DV clinic, Melissa Bartley 
represented a client in a full day divorce trial in front of Judge Lavery 
in Green River; Doug Bailey represented a client in a two-day child 
custody trial in front of Judge Campbell (J.D. ’83) in Cheyenne; and 
Abigail Fournier and Carly Anderson represented a parent in a full 
day child custody trial in front of Judge Donnell (J.D. ’77) in Laramie.   

Law students consistently 
report that the experience of 
working in a clinic opens their 
eyes to the need for social 
justice. Clinic experience also 
impacts their commitment to 
provide pro bono assistance 
and to integrate public service 
into their practice, regardless of 
their career choice. 
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Davis & Cannon Natural Resources Law Moot 
Court  Competition 

Two University of Wyoming College of Law teams 
finished among the top eight teams during the recent 
third annual National Energy and Sustainability Moot 
Court Competition at the West Virginia University 
College of Law. 

The competition highlighted emerging trends in energy 
law, as well as recent developments in sustainable energy 
production. UW’s third-year team of Joe Evers, Jared 
Larsen, and Alex Obrecht won the recent inaugural 
Davis & Cannon Natural Resources Competition at UW. 
Their brief at the nationals was ranked the sixth-best 
overall.

A second-year team of Kelianne Chamberlain, Cash 
Freeman, and Tim Sowecke also advanced to the 
eight finalists among the 24 teams from 15 universities. 
Sowecke was selected as the competition’s sixth-best 
oralist. 

“Placing not just one, but two teams in the ‘elite eight’ of 
this competition is a great result, especially since this was 
our first entry into this competition,” says UW College 
of Law Dean Steve Easton. “This strong showing reflects 
our law school’s strength in energy and natural resources 
law.” 

“The competition is geared toward law students 
desiring to work in the energy and sustainability law 
field,” says Temple Stoellinger of the Wyoming County 
Commissioners Association, who coaches and advises 
the teams with UW Law Professor Dennis Stickley. “The 
competition tests their skills and provides them with a 
practical experience in energy and sustainability law.” 

COMPETITION NEWS

Photo: Thomas Szott and Alex Obrecht

National Moot Court Competition

The UW College of Law hosted a regional round of 
the National Moot Court Competition the weekend of 
November 10, 2012.  Winners of the regional rounds 
moved on to the national rounds organized by the New 
York City Bar Association and the American College 
of Trial Lawyers. This is one of the most established 
law school competitions in the country, with over 150 
schools competing throughout the United States.  Teams 
of two to three law students write and submit briefs and 
argue before prominent members of the profession.  
Brief scores and oral argument scores are compiled into 
a composite score after each round to determine which 
teams will advance to the regional semi-final and finals 
rounds.

Schools participating in each region vary each year.  This 
year UW hosted two teams from five schools:  Phoenix 
University; University of Colorado, Boulder; University 
of Nebraska; University of Utah; and University of 
Wyoming.  Law students representing the University of 
Wyoming College of Law were Alex Obrecht, Adrianna 
Potts, Thomas Szott, Adam Warren, and Rives White.  
Both teams received exceptional scores on their oral 
argument skills and represented the College and the state 
in a positive manner.  Alex and Thomas argued against 
a team from the University of Utah in the final round, 
emerging as the first place team in our region.  They 
travelled to New York City to compete in the final round 
at the end of January.  Competition at the final rounds 
is fierce as the best law students from fifteen regions 
participate.  Congratulations to our excellent teams.

Such events require selfless generosity from so many 
people, including practicing attorneys and judges who 
volunteered to serve as a competition judge.  Thank 
you to everyone for a willingness to help forge the next 
generation of attorneys and model the profession in such 
a worthy light.

Photo from left to right: Tim Sowecke, Kelianne Chamberlain, 
Cash Freeman, Joe Evers, Alex Obrecht, Jared Larsen 
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Students were required to write and submit an appellate 
brief and then participate in an oral argument in front of a 
panel of judges, simulating an oral argument in front of a 
federal court of appeals. The students had to be prepared 
to argue both sides of the case - the industry side and the 
U.S. government side. 

UW law professors who helped the teams prepare for the 
competition were Diane Courselle, Deb Donahue, Steve 
Easton, Sam Kalen, and Larry MacDonnell. U.S District 
Chief Judge Nancy Freudenthal (J.D. ’80) opened her 
court and presided over a practice round between the 
two teams the Monday before the national competition.

“We are very grateful to the Davis & Cannon firm for 
providing the financial backing that made it possible for 
us to enter this competition,” Easton says. “Because of our 
law school’s emphasis on energy and natural resources 
law, we have hoped to participate in this competition for 
some time. Their financial support turned that hope into 
a reality.”

Hirst Applegate Trial Advocacy Competition

The University of Wyoming College of Law hosted the 
finals of the Hirst Applegate Trial Competition. UW 
College of Law student teams competed in multiple mock 
trials during the preliminary rounds of the competition. 
Local attorneys and judges served as judges for the 
competition.  

The competition provides an opportunity for current 
UW College of Law students to develop and practice 
trial skills in a hands-on setting—coinciding with the 
College of Law’s experiential education initiative. “We 
are extremely proud to partner with the law school in 
putting on this competition” said Billie Addleman (J.D. 
’03), partner with Hirst Applegate. 

The winners of the competition were: First place team 
members: Ethan Doak, Kelby Scott,  Adrianna Potts, 
and Adam Warren. Second place team members: 
Graham Hersh, Grant Smith, Cash Freeman, and Tim 
Sowecke.

The winners of the Hirst Applegate Trial Competition 
went on to compete at a regional competition sponsored 
by the American Association for Justice. The goal of 
the national competition is to inspire excellence in trial 
advocacy through training and education for both law 
students and practicing attorneys. 

Pence and MacMillan Client Counseling Competition

After hosting a local competition hosted by Pence and 
MacMillan, the College of Law sent two teams to the 
Northwest Regionals of the ABA Client Counseling 
Competition in Seattle, WA. The two teams consisted of 
third-year students Marci Crank and Ethan Doak, and 
first-year students Laurie Rogers and Jared Seegmiller.  

We are proud to announce that the team of Marci and 
Ethan took first place in the regional competition and 
the team of Jared and Laurie took third place. Marci and 
Ethan went on to compete in the national tournament in 
Texas, where they finished in seventh place overall.  This 
is the second year running that a UW team has finished 
in the top ten in the nation, following last year’s second 
place finish.

This is a substantial accomplishment, as the Client 
Counseling Competition is the largest of the American Bar 
Association’s four national lawyering skills competitions.  
All four of the competitors representing UW Law did 
a wonderful job and deserve to be congratulated for 
their hard work, teamwork, and professionalism.  Their 
outstanding success at the regional and national level 
highlights the education and practical opportunities 
available at the University of Wyoming College of Law.  

Photo from left to Right: Judge Alan B. Johnson, Jared Larsen, 
Joe Evers, Alex Obrecht, John McKinley, Kate Fox

Photo: Ethan Doak and Marci Crank



Each year the University of Wyoming Awards the 
Internationalization Award to one faculty member, and 
four students in separate categories. The award was 
established in 2001 by the UW International Board 
of Advisors to recognize excellence in promoting 
international activities at UW. 

This spring, the College of Law’s Associate Profesor 
Noah Novogrodsky earned the 2013 Faculty Award for 
internationalization. Along with the faculty win, third year 
law student Sabrina Sameshima was awarded the 2013 
Post-Graduate Student Award for Internationalization. 
Both Novogrodsky and Sameshima were honored for 
their involvement in the Center for International Human 
Rights Law and Advocacy.

In 2010, Novogrodsky set out to build the UW Center 
for International Human Rights Law and Advocacy. 
Under his stewardship and guidance, the center has 
become a magnet for top law students, a forum for UW 
law students to learn about the challenges of practicing 
international law, and a thriving center for advocacy for 
asylum seekers in the United States. 

“His efforts have created a positive change for Wyoming 
and the world,” says Anne Alexander, Director of 
International Programs at UW.

Novogrodsky teaches international human rights, 
immigration law, and civil procedure. He has a law 
degree from Yale University and a Master of Philosophy 
degree in international relations from Queens’ College at 
England’s Cambridge University. 

Sameshima served as the student director of the Center for 
the 2012-2013 academic year. In her capacity as director, 
Sameshima was extremely involved in the Human Rights 
Practicum course, where she not only traveled to Kenya 
to work on a land rights disupte for the Samburu people,  
she also successfully represented a Tibetan national in an 
asylum case in front of the Denver Immigration Court.

In addion to her work directly with the Practicum, 
Sameshina, along with her classmate Matt Stannard, 
published a report on their research and experience with 
the Samburu in Cultural Survival Magazine, an 
internationally circulated NGO newsletter. 
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EVENT NEWS
The College of Law had a busy semester! Here is a 
glimpse of some of the events and activities that went on 
this spring.

CLERR Launch Event

The College of Law launch its new Center for Law & 
Energy Resources in the Rockies (CLERR) with a talk by 
Robert Nordhaus, one of the nation’s leading experts on 
energy law and policy.

CLERR provides a focal point for the many energy and 
natural resources activities at the UW College of Law. 
It offers an interdisciplinary approach for exploring 
the legal, social, economic, technological, and political 
realities that affect energy and natural resources policy.

“ Through speakers, conferences, symposia and similar 
activities, CLERR provides a platform for engaging 
in constructive and meaningful public policy debate 
and offers the opportunity for robust legal and policy 
research,” says Sam Kalen, the Center’s director and UW 
College of Law associate professor. “CLERR builds on the 
College of Law’s strong academic programs in energy, 
environment and natural resources to provide a wealth of 
programs to prepare students to face the nation’s energy 
future.”

Family Law Conference

Co-sponsored by the UW College of Law Rural Law 
Center, the Wyoming Children’s Law Center and Legal 
Aid of Wyoming, the Family Law Conference explored 
current Wyoming family law and new developments in 
the state. The day included break out sessions, training, 
and ethics CLE opportunities. 

2013 Honors Banquet

This year’s honorees included:

Distinguished Law Alumni Award

Terry W. Mackey, J.D. 1970
William R. Jones, J.D. 1951
Thomas S. Smith, J.D. 1959 (posthumous)

Thurman Arnold Distinguished 
Supporter Award 

Honorable Clarence A. Brimmer
Professor John M. Burman, 
the Carl M. Williams Professor of Law and Ethics

Honorary Order of the Coif Inductee

Ann M. Rochelle, J.D. 1981

2012 Order of the Coif Inductees

Sara A. Carty, J.D. 2012
Leonardo P. Caselli, J.D. 2012
Brynn A. Hvidston, J.D. 2012
Emily Sawyer Lipkin, J.D. 2012
Timothy J. Pearse, J.D. 2012
Dillon A. Peters, J.D. 2012
Leah Callaghan Schwartz, J.D. 2012

Clarence A. Brimmer Scholar

Kelianne Chamberlain

John M. Burman Retirement Party

Professor John M. Burman, the Carl M. Williams Professor 
of Law and Ethics, has announced his retirement from 
the College of Law, after 24 years of teaching. The College 
of Law honored his long and distinguished career with 
a farwell gathering in April. John Burman has been an 
outstanding teacher, mentor, colleague, and friend. The 
College of Law wishes him all the best in the newest 
chapter of his life.

Photo: The Honorable Clarence A. Brimmer and Kelianne 
Chamberlain

Photo: Prfoessor John M. Burman
The Carl M. Williams Professor of Law and Ethics
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UPCOMING EVENTS
First Annual CSWA Writer’s Retreat

The Center for the Study 
of Written Advocacy 
at the University of 
Wyoming College of 
Law has announced the 
first annual Writers’ 
Retreat. The retreat 
will bring together a 
small group of scholars 
working in the field to 
provide quiet time to 
work on their current 
projects, while providing 
opportunities for informal discussions and collaborations 
with each other. The program is designed to be an 
informal, unstructured opportunity to spend time away 
from distractions and to provide the opportunity to think,  
write, and interact with like-minded scholars. 

The retreat will take place July 13-18, 2013 in Centennial, 
Wyoming at the Winter Creek Condos, Durango Cabin. 

There is no fee to participate. Participants, however, will 
be responsible for their own travel arrangements to either 
Denver International Airport, Laramie Regional Airport, 
or the retreat site itself. The University of Wyoming will 
provide ground transportation to and from either airport 
to the retreat site, and will sponsor a welcoming meal for 
retreat participants. 

The registration deadline for this event is June 15, 2013. 

Please download the Retreat Details on the law school 
website for more information. 

For questions or to register, please contact Professor Ken 
Chestek at kchestek@uwyo.edu 

Space is limited, so we encourage you to contact us soon! 

College of  Law Advisory Board Meeting

June 21, 2013 
8am - 5pm 
Questar Conference Room, School of Energy Resources
University of Wyoming Main Campus, Laramie

Summer Trial Institute
August 4 - 16, 2013 

Judge James E. Barrett Judicial Chambers Dedication 
August 16, 2013 at 11:00 AM 
College of Law

Denver Law Network
UW College of Law Alumni Mixer 

May 23, 2013 
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Join your fellow University of Wyoming College of Law 
Alumni for an informal networking event at a Wyoming-
owned restaurant in Denver! 

Location:  
Fired Up – Wood Fired Creations & Libations 
(Owned by Wyoming natives!) 
1135 Bannock Street
Denver, Colorado 

Cash Bar – And a couple free apps! 

Mingle and mix with your fellow Alumni at Fired Up, owned 
by Sheridan-native Joshua Barhaug and his wife, Casper-
native Jessica Barhaug.  Fired Up will graciously be hosting 
our University of Wyoming Alumni Association - Denver 
Law Network mixer and has generously agreed to provide a 
sampling of a couple of the appetizers from their delicious 
menu! 

RSVP to uwalumni@uwyo.edu 

Questions about the Denver Law Network or this event?  Please 
contact Melissa J. Lyon, (J.D. ’80) at mlyon@burlesonllp.com 
Find out more info about Fired Up at: 
http://www.gtfiredup.com/



FACULTY NEWS
Pridgen Presents Law Review Article on Consumer 
Protection at Aoyama University in Tokyo, Japan
On April 22, 2013, Professor Dee Pridgen presented 
a lecture at Aoyama University in Tokyo, Japan.  The 
lecture was based on her lead article in the special 
“Consumer Protection” section of the Wyoming Law 
Review’s forthcoming 2013 issue. The article is entitled 
“Sea Changes in Consumer Financial Protection Law: 
Stronger Agency and Stronger Laws” [currently available 

online at http://ssrn.com/
a b s t r a c t = 2 1 8 6 0 3 5 ] .  
This article not only 
describes major legislative 
developments in U.S. 
federal consumer 
protection law, but also ties 
these new developments 
to the rise of behavioral 
economics theory as 

applied to consumer decision-making.  The audience 
in Tokyo comprised a group of about 40 people, 
including law professors, law students, government 
officials and private practitioners.  The talk and the 
power point slides were translated into Japanese, 
and the article itself is currently being translated into 
Japanese for later publication by Aoyama University.  
Professor Pridgen was hosted for this occasion by 
Professor Hisakazu Hirose, who teaches consumer law 
and contracts at Aoyama University.  Professor Hirose 
is retired from the law faculty of Tokyo University.  He 
was her host and co-teacher when she was a visiting 
Fulbright scholar at Tokyo University in 1997-98.  
Professor Hirose visited the University of Wyoming 
College of Law in 2005, and was a Law Week speaker 
that fall, speaking on the subject of product liability 
law in Japan.  
During her visit, Professor Pridgen enjoyed meeting 
with distinguished Japanese consumer issues faculty, 
many of whom have strong ties with Wyoming. 

Photo, from left to right are Koichi Hosokawa, Ken Matsuno, Dee Pridgen, Hisakazu Hirose, Nobuhisa Segawa and Midori Tani
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Carly Kim Anderson
Gladys M. Ayokosok
Douglas Wade Bailey * +
Melissa Shoshone Bartley
Travis Jordan Bing
Bradley Ray Bond ¢ ¥
Madison Megan Brown
Shaina A. Case *
Spencer Th omas Casement
Halley Elizabeth Coff man
Huaiting Cong
Nicholas Michael Crandall
Marci A. Crank *
Diego Jesus Cuenca
Morgan de Haro-Brown
Alan J. Dees
Natasha K. Dirck
Ethan S. Doak
Joshua Charles Eames *
Joseph Michael Evers ¥
Abigail Lewis Fournier
Grant Michael Gerrard
Courtney R. Gilbert * +
Sheila Reneé Gray
Matt Greene §
Jeremy A. Gross * +
William David Harnish
Emily Marie Harris
Travis J. Helm
Andrew Daniel Herlihy
Sage Morgan Hilstad
Jared Daniel Holbrook
Leora Hoshall
Jonathan Hunzeker
Kathleen Grace Kelly
Kristina Renee Kleist
Cody Knebel
David M. Korman

Lindsey Teresa Krause
Anne K. Kugler
Claudia Ann Lair
Jared Douglas Larsen
Sean Michael Larson * +
Kendall Grant Laws
Korry Dawn Lewis *
Kyle J. Lund
Gregory Robert Merdes
Alexander Karl Obrecht * +
Jared S. Olsen ¥
Matthew J. Pennell
Emilie M. Pla
Adrianna Jean Potts *
Irene Pugachev
Leah Ramsey ¥
Raymond J. Redd II
Jennalee Marie Rodeghiero
Shannon E. Rogers * +
Sabrina Kimberly Sameshima
Adria Beth Schiel
Kelby Quinn Scott
Zachary Paul Sears
Christopher M. Sherwood * +
Elizabeth Louise Siegel
Jeff rey C. Slade
Gabriel Albert Smith
Matthew John Stannard
Robert Christopher Patton Steiner
Joanne Rae Sweeney
Th omas Andrew Szott * +
Emily N. Th omas ¥
Caitlin Frances Wallace
Adam Warren
Rives White
Michelle Wimmer §
Ashley N. Wing ¥
Samuel Rogers Yemington

LAW CLASS OF 2013

*  Projected Honor Graduates:  Honor Graduates must 
graduate with a 3.40 GPA or better and complete 57 hours at 
the University of Wyoming College of Law
+  Projected Order of the Coif recipients (National Academic 
Honorary)
§  December 2012 Graduate
¢  December 2013 Graduate
¥  Joint Degree



 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND SUBMISSIONS
If you do not wish to receive the Docket, please email 
lawmain@uwyo.edu with the words “unsubscribe 
Docket” in the Subject line.

If you want to change your email or mailing address 
with the law school, please email lawmain@uwyo.edu 
with the words “Address Change” in the subject line.

If you wish to submit a story, idea, or update for the 
Docket or Counsel, please contact the Editor, Christine 
Michel, at cmichel@uwyo.edu. 

If you did not receive a copy of the law school’s print 
publication, Counsel, and you wish to (or if you want to 
receive extra copies), please contact us:

UW College of Law
Dept. 3035, 1000 E. University Ave.

Laramie, WY 82071
lawmain@uwyo.edu

On behalf of our students, faculty and staff , thank you 
for your extraordinary support!!!

WE HAVE A NEW LOGO!
Look for our new Logo on all College of Law 
publications and merchandise! 

Judge John St. Clair
Tara Evans
Matt Castano 
Greg Dyekman 
Je�  Fassett
Pat Tyrrell
John Shields
John Rawls
Senator Drew Perkins
Michael O’Donnell
Gary Shockey
Terry Mackey
Tori Kricken
Rob Shively
Tom Nicholas
Hank Bailey
Jason Tangeman
Linda Steiner
Diane Lozano

Jack Speight
Billie Addleman
Carol Serelson
Hampton O’Neill
Representative Kermit Brown
Lily Sharpe
Dan Fetsco
James Kilgore
Lynne Boomgaarden
Keith Burron
� e Honorable Je� rey Donnell
Don Prehoda
Greg Weisz
David Clark
Tom Fleener
Lindsay Hoyt
Julie Wickett
Mark Gi� ord
Justice William U. HIll

THANK YOU TO SPEAKERS AND 
VOLUNTEERS

We would like to take a moment to recognize those people 
that have invested so much into the College of Law this 
semester, making the success of this institution possible. 
We truly appreciate your investment of time and energy 
into the College of Law and would like to thank you for 
your generosity.  

We would like to recognize those individuals who have 
volunteered their time to the College of Law during the 
spring semester 2013. 

While we try to keep track of all of our wonderful volunteers, 
if we have missed you on this list, please contact Christine 
Michel at cmichel@uwyo.edu so we can recognize you in our 
next edition of the Docket.

Thank You!!!!
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