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The meeting was called to order at 3 pm in Old Main room 404 by Chapter President Cedric D. 
Reverand. Other members present were, interim Treasurer Mary Aguayo, Secretary Eric Nye (by 
teleconference), former President Carol Frost (by teleconference), Mike Edson, Mary Aguayo, 
John Dorst, Tim Kearley, and Rachel Watson.  Regrets had been received from Sandy Root-
Elledge, Karen Bartsch Estes, John P. Kaszuba, Mark Allen Greene, Michael V. Wade, Donna 
Bagby, Bill Reiners, Steve Holbrook, and Member-at-Large Betsy Lindell Bress. 
 
Reading of the minutes of the spring 2015 annual meeting and autumn 2015 business meeting 
were dispensed with, since they are posted on our website and the link was circulated in advance 
of the meeting.  President Reverand moved approval and Prof. Edson seconded.  Passed 
unanimously. 
 
Report of the Executive Committee 
 
After the autumn meeting with the committee’s approval, interim treasurer Betsy Bress and 
Member-at-Large Mary Aguayo had exchanged roles. Visiting Scholar, Hazel Carby of Yale 
reported a very successful visit in October of 2015, thanks to Erin Forbes and other who had 
hosted her.  A feature story appeared in UWYO magazine celebrating the 75th anniversary of the 
charter.  Other news releases had appeared during the year.  Several featured our chapter’s 
selection nationally as the outstanding chapter in the last triennium at a public university.  One 
highlighted Tim Kearley’s article about PBK’s involvement in the new edition of the Codex of 
Justinian.  Attempts to produce a video documentary (“A Year in the Life of Wyoming Phi Beta 
Kappa”) through UW TV are going forward with assistance from Mary Jung.  The PBK 
December party was held at Ric & Jane Reverand’s home with about 20 members attending.  
Overtures were made to incoming President Laurie Stenberg Nichols, who received in December 
a signed copy of chapter member Debbie Hardy’s history of UW. Plans are underway for 
printing and distributing of our Historical Booklet and an accompanying fundraising campaign.  
There was discussion about how to modify or amend the by-laws. 
 
Report of the Treasurer 
 
Since stepping into the office very recently, Mary had little time to prepare a full Treasurer’s 
report which will be submitted for approval later (see below).   
 
The UniWyo account has moved to online banking with a debit card that will save trouble with 
reimbursements.  Gift of $500 from national PBK for Johnson fund.   Dubois excellence fund 
wasn’t deposited yet by time of report. Coordinating with Shauna Bury in Bill Gern’s office.  
Pistol reports only available.  Scholarships amount to $10,000 for several years. 
 
Reports of other committees 
 
Members-in-Course Committee 
 
 (Mary, Bunny, John, Mary Jo, Ric) We reviewed how the process works (stipulations & by-laws) 
and selected 27 seniors, one junior, with a cutoff GPA of 3.70.  We decided to hold firm at 



$1,000 scholarship for the junior. Subsequently three seniors refused election.  Discussion of 
speech major in college of health science.  Consideration of LA qualities of new departments 
should be university-wide.  Modify by-laws to permit concurrent majors outside of A&S.  
Organize a committee to review stipulations.  Tim K., Cedric R.  Eric N.  We discussed the rising 
second language requirement, uncertainty about contacting new members, initiation Friday, 29 
April, 3 pm in Wyoming Family Room, Union.  Need Committee for catering, news release-
publicity, photographer, invitations.  Contacting members: president’s office, Branding Iron ad, 
updating list of Liberal Arts courses. 
 
Committee on Honorary and Alumni Members 
 
Alumni & Honorary (Eric), preliminary approval given to diplomat Stan Brooks at autumn 
meeting.  Nominator asked to prepare a case for executive David Brooks and poll those who 
attended.  This done, the poll was unanimous in favor of his nomination.  He has arranged to 
attend the Initiation and consented to give the address there, if we wish him to. 
 
Unfinished business 
 
Historical booklet and fund raising (Eric & Betsy) 
Reconstitution of the Wyoming Association (Jean Jewell demurred) 
Election of Chapter Historian (By-law amendment), even on an interim basis  
Strategies for alerting students and advisors about PBK requirements. 
 
Consideration of communications from the Society 
 
Visiting Scholars.  Due to lack of interest, no Visiting Scholar was selected for 2016-17. 
 
New business 
 
Rachel Watson on UGRD prize proposal award funded from Johnson fund, Rachel will cull 
abstracts and call a meeting of interested parties.  Timothy Kearley on PBK display case in Coe.  
Diana Wagener on initiation program and publicity.  Initiation speaker (David Brooks) 
 
Election of Officers 
 
Mary Aguayo was elected to a three-year term (2016-2019) as Treasurer, and Betsy Bress was 
elected to a one-year term as Member-at-Large.  There was discussion of adding the post of 
Chapter Historian to help compile and maintain chapter records, but no action was taken.  
President Cedric Reverand and Vice President Erin Forbes will both be completing their three-
year terms in 2016-2017.  Secretary Eric Nye will complete his term in 2017-2018 and has 
decided he will not hold that office thereafter. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by  
 
Eric W. Nye, Secretary 
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