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The meeting was called to order at 3 pm by acting Chapter President Erin Forbes in the 
Stockgrowers’ Room of the American Heritage Center.  Other members present were, Treasurer 
Betsy Lindell Bress, Secretary Eric Nye, Member-at-Large Mary Aguayo, Mark Greene, Isadora 
Helfgott, Cedric D. Reverand, Lisa Muller, Rachel Watson, Tim Kearley, Jean Anne Garrison, 
Herbert R. Dieterich. 
 
After introductions, minutes of the 2014 Chapter meeting were reviewed.  Acting President 
Forbes moved and Prof. Garrison seconded that they be approved.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Executive Committee Report 
 
On August 6, 2014, then-President Frieda Knobloch who had just begun the second year of a 
three year term submitted her resignation, and the Chapter asked Vice President Forbes to 
assume the duties of President.   
 
A fall meeting of the Executive Committee was held to discuss preparations for the Visiting 
Scholar, Prof. Kathleen McGarry, professor and chair of economics at UCLA.  Her appearance 
in late March will be co-sponsored by the UW Departments of Sociology and Economics, the 
President’s Office, the Business College, and the Wyoming Institute for Humanities Research.  
During her visit she will attend several classes and deliver a major public lecture, on Thursday, 
March 26.    
 
The Executive Committee had met again in February to finalize plans for this year’s Visiting 
Scholar.  Kudos were expressed to Mary Aguayo for coordinating sponsorship and a number of 
other events.  Betsy Bress will host a dinner of the Chapter with the speaker during her visit.  
Discussions are also under way for the commemoration of the Chapter’s 75th anniversary on 
November 26, 2015, which happens to be Thanksgiving.  A fund-raising campaign for an 
endowment is being planned with the distribution of a booklet describing the Chapter’s history, 
written by 2012 initiate, Elizabeth Szott.  Betsy Bress offered to help lay out the design on the 
booklet.  Dave Ungerman in the UW Foundation had said in conversation with Eric that there 
was probably very little the Foundation could do to help with this campaign.  The Chapter has 
501 (c) 3 status through the national society.  It would help to have some lead givers, major gifts.  
In 2003 John Allen had promised a $1,000 challenge grant called the “Founders Fund,” but this 
money was never actually given and might be included now as a lead gift.  It was suggested that 
the Chapter do more to apprise students of the requirements for membership, perhaps by hosting 
a display in the Union or sending announcements through academic advisors. 
 
Nothing has changed in the status of the Johnson fund since last year, and it is hoped the fund 
will continue to produce sufficient revenue to award a special prize to the juniors elected each 
year as Members-in-Course, typically $1,000 per student in recent years. 
 
The Chapter was unable to host a Christmas party in 2014, though the list of Resident Members 
is now pretty much up to date.  We have 115 Resident Members at the University of Wyoming.  
It was suggested that the President’s office be approached for hospitality. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Filed and printed separately by, Betsy Lindell Bress, Treasurer. 
 
The Chapter receives $4,500 annually from the Dubois Excellence fund through the President’s 
Office. Most of this goes to cover the registration fees for Members-in-Course.  In the years 
when we have a visiting PBK speaker the fund is mostly expended.  With the changes in 
administration, some concern was expressed over the continuation of this fund.  The President 
has generously supported the Chapter, most recently the Visiting Scholar Program. But the Dean 
of Arts and Sciences has withdrawn her support for the Chapter, support which in recent years 
amounted to about $2,000 worth of staff time.  Plans are under way to relocate administrative 
support in the Office of Academic Affairs.  Mark Greene asked us to consider what our goal was 



in the 75th anniversary fundraising.  Lisa Muller suggested, “pay it forward.” Several members 
volunteered to help with the fundraising.  Motion was made to approve the Treasurer’s report by 
Mary and seconded by Ric. Approved. 
 
Members-in-Course Committee Report 
 
Erin Forbes reported the committee’s deliberations which yielded 44 Members-in-Course for 
election to Phi Beta Kappa, including four juniors (the 45th was added after the meeting).  The 
cutoff GPA used this year was 3.70, the same as last year.  This year it yielded more eligible 
students. 
 
The discussion about selection protocols continues, especially regarding upcoming changes both 
in PBK’s guideline revisions and in UW’s University Studies requirements.  We require 90 hours 
of liberal arts.  Nationally Phi Beta Kappa requires, “knowledge of a second or non-native 
language at least minimally appropriate for a liberal education. In no case shall this mean less 
than the completion of the intermediate college level in a second, or non-native, language, or its 
equivalent.”  At UW we have considered this the equivalent of third semester.  If we enforced a 
four semester requirement, our numbers would be half as many, Erin speculated.  Some chapters 
require four semesters.  We accept the USP math requirement as satisfying our stipulations.  The 
upcoming changes in USP requirements may require some sort of adjustment in selection 
protocols.  
 
It was reported that there were more than four eligible juniors this year (with 4.0 GPAs and 
adequate liberal arts hours).  The committee applied relevant criteria (e.g., breadth in liberal arts 
coursework, completed languages, number of withdrawals) to select three junior Members-in-
Course. 
 
The assistance of Lane Buchanan and Steve Massei to establish the pool of eligible students is 
much appreciated.  This relationship continues to work well.  We also double-check our list with 
the director of UW honors.  In the absence of support from the A&S Dean, the Secretary, Eric 
Nye, will be called on to handle all the work formerly handled by the $2,000 in kind allocation 
from that office. 
 
Acting President Forbes thanked Committee Chair Forbes for coordinating the Members-in-
Course procedures.  She also thanked the committee for its work.  In addition to Forbes, 
members this year included Cedric Reverand, Eric Nye, and Mary Aguayo. 
 
Cedric Reverand moved that the proposed roster of Members-in-Course be approved.  Motion 
seconded by Betsy Bress.  Motion passed unanimously.  Cedric Reverand moved that the 
committee be empowered to add students to the list of Members-in-Course should any 
appropriate candidates be identified subsequent to this vote.  Seconded by Erin Forbes. Motion 
passed unanimously (and a 45th member was subsequently discovered and added).  The Initiation 
Ceremony was planned for May 1, 2015, in the Wyoming Family Room upstairs in the Union.  A 
speaker was not selected (though subsequently, former Chapter President, Carol Frost, was 
invited and accepted). 
 
Committee on Honorary and Alumni Members: 
 
No report. 
 
New Business: 
 
It was urged that academic advisors be urged to push students toward foreign language courses. 
 
It was decided to apply for a 2015/16 PBK Visiting Scholar.  Upon review of this year’s roster of 
scholars, the members present charged the Secretary to make a request for three preferred 
choices, ranked as follows: 
 
Hazel V. Carby, Charles C. and Dorathea S. Dilley Professor of African American Studies and 

American Studies, Yale University 
Mae Ngai, Professor of History & Lung Family Professor of Asian American Studies, Columbia 

University 



Michael Bérubé, Edwin Erle Sparks Professor of Literature, Pennsylvania State University 
 
The Secretary reported on the coming Triennial Council of the Phi Beta Kappa Society in 
Denver, 8-10 October 2015.  He proposed that the Chapter send several delegates, subject to 
available finances.  The Secretary will coordinate delegates.   
 
The election of Chapter officers for 2015-2016.  Former President Cedric Reverand was 
nominated to fill the remainder of that vacant term, through July of 2016.  He was elected 
unanimously (with one abstention: himself).  Erin Forbes will continue as Vice President until 
2017. Eric Nye will serve as Secretary 2015-2018.  Betsy Lindell Bress will continue to serve as 
interim Treasurer until a replacement can be found.  She will produce a list of duties and hopes 
to solicit a replacement during the coming year.  Mary Aguayo was re-elected to serve another 
annual term as Member-at-Large of the Executive Committee. 
 
There was discussion of publicity for the initiation from the UW news office with Jim Kearns.  
But this year without support from the A&S Dean, we’ll have to find our own photographer.  
There was a suggestion that this is in fact the 75th Initiation, which would be correct, since the 
first initiation was held in 1941. 
 
Mark Greene suggested we develop a news release for the 75th anniversary.  He offered to read 
through the booklet and write such an announcement. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4 pm, a record for the speediest meeting ever. 
  
Minutes respectfully submitted by Eric W. Nye, interim Secretary 


