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The meeting was called to order at 3 pm by Chapter President Cedric Reverand in Room 002 of 
the UW Union Building.  Other members present were, Vice President Erin Forbes, Secretary 
Eric Nye, Tim Kearley, John Dorst, Bunny Logan, Diana Waggener, and Kat Alexandrova.  
Regrets were received from Interim Treasurer Betsy Lindell Bress, Member-at-Large Mary 
Aguayo, Rachel Watson, Bryan Shuman, Kristen Rigoni, Dee Pridgen, Joy Landeira, Keith 
Evashevski, Karen Bartsch Estes, and Michael Edson. 
 
Executive Committee Report 
 
Two offices are now held by interim officers: President (CDR 15-16) and Treasurer (BLB 15-
16).  Normal terms are for three years, and By-laws state that no more than two offices should be 
filled in any single year.  VP (EEF through 16-17), Secretary (EWN through 17-18), and 
Member-at-Large (MAA, 15-16) are all ongoing.  In spring 2016 at the AGM we’ll need to elect 
a permanent President and Treasurer (with terms from 2016-19).  The Member-at-Large is 
elected annually, and we might wish to amend the By-laws to provide for election of a Chapter 
Historian (in charge of record-keeping for Resident Members and Members-in-Course), a duty 
that has been performed by the Secretary but which needs to be done separately.   
 
A brief report was given on our Visiting Scholar, Hazel Carby.  Part of her visit was filmed by 
Mary Jung of UW TV as the first step in preparing a promotional video to acquaint students and 
colleagues with the function of our chapter, “A Year in the Life of Alpha of Wyoming.”  
Volunteers are needed to help with further installments in this production. 
There will be a feature story in the winter issue of UW Magazine featuring Phi Beta Kappa.  
Watch for it. 
 
The 75th anniversary of our Charter will be observed on November 26, 2015, Thanksgiving, and 
Mark Greene has distributed a news release to the UW news service.  A major fund-raising 
campaign is still being planned for the New Year.  Volunteers are needed here as well. 
 
Through the cooperation of Bill Gern, VP for Research, and Lori Phillips, Dean of Libraries, a 
display case for PBK charters, photos, and publicity will be installed in the central pod of the 
third level of Coe Library.  Designs are being studied. 
 
A PBK Party will be hosted for all members this year by Cedric and Jane Reverand in their 
home, 2322 Dover Dr., at 7 pm on Sunday, December 20th.  All Chapter Members and their 
guests are invited.  Bring something to eat or drink, if you wish, but the evening will be catered.  
And the truly infamous Fishhouse Punch will be served. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Discussion of a replacement Treasurer was inconclusive, but finances have been stable.  Many 
expenses associated with the Visiting Scholar were born by co-sponsors, thanks to Erin Forbes 
who coordinated the visit.  The annual gift of $4,500 from the Dubois Excellence Fund has been 
deposited, and the loss of about $2,000 of in-kind staff support from the College of A&S has 
been made up by increased volunteer labor by chapter members, particularly the Secretary.  The 
VP for research has enabled us to shift our account to his office where it is administered by 
Shauna Bury, and we maintain an independent account at UniWyo Credit Union. 
 
Members-in-Course Committee Report 
 
Several names were added to the roster of MIC committee members which Erin Forbes can steer 
but not paddle this year:  Ric Reverand or Bunny Logan or Mary Aguayo will lead it up and deal 
with the new Registrar, Lane Buchanan, who has always been so helpful in our work.  John 
Dorst and Tim Kearley also offered to help in the selection.  With advice from Kat Alexandrova 
of the French department, we discussed how UW might implement the national stipulation for a 
second language “at least minimally appropriate for a liberal education. In no case shall this 
mean less than the completion of the intermediate college level.”  At UW this appears to require 



completion of the 4th semester of language study, a course numbered 2040, or above.  But it was 
suggested that enforcement of that requirement would reduce our pool too drastically and we 
should consider allowing 3rd semester (2030) with a grade of B or above.  MIC selectors will 
track which of their students meet the 3-semester and which the 4-semester requirement.  When 
those results are in, the issue will be revisited. 
 
It was suggested that we update the list of non-liberal-arts (NLA) courses used in Lane’s search 
protocol.  Then the deliberations can occur in February, well in advance of the date of the AGM, 
set for Thursday, 10 March 2016.  The initiation is set for Friday, 29 April 2016, in the Wyoming 
Family Room of the UW Union.  A committee is needed to arrange the speaker, catering, 
publicity, photographer, invitations, and programs.  It has been suggested that the initiation 
program should expand to include a short statement from each student elected about what PBK 
means to them. 
 
Committee on Honorary and Alumni Members 
 
Two names were proposed for Alumni Membership.  One was endorsed, but objections were 
raised to the other, and the nominator was asked to prepare a statement and circulate it to those in 
attendance for a vote. 
 
New Business 
 
Every year many of the students we select appear to have no idea what PBK means.  Part of the 
blame for that must be our own, for by neglecting the chapter we let it be far less visible on 
campus than it ought to be.  We discussed strategies for alerting students and advisors about 
PBK requirements.   
 
We have initiated a discussion with Rick Matlock about Undergraduate Research Day 
(EPSCOR) and whether PBK could award prizes for the best UG research projects in 1) Arts, 2) 
Humanities, 3) Social Sciences, 4) Physical Sciences.  If PBK could find a way to adjudicate 
this, Rick is eager to have us participate, balancing out what he describes as an over-emphasis at 
present on engineering.  Volunteers needed to help determine how to adjudicate. 
 
Finally, although time ran out before this could be discussed, Wyoming actually has a chartered 
PBK Association that predated our Chapter and disappeared after its foundation in 1940.  The 
Association Charter was discovered by accident last September during restoration of the Chapter 
Charter.  There are currently 1,328 PBK members living in Wyoming of the 500,000 now alive 
nationwide.  Only PBKs who are on the UW faculty and staff qualify as Resident Members.  
There are 115 of us.  Steps could be taken to revive the Wyoming Association to help improve 
visibility.  Associations provide ways for non-university PBKs to continue supporting the 
mission of their local chapters.  Volunteers needed. 
 


