
Phi Beta Kappa 
Alpha Chapter of Wyoming 
Autumn Meeting Minutes 

December 14, 2017 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:30 am in Hoyt Hall, Mathison Library, by Chapter 
President Cedric D. Reverand. Other members present were, Treasurer Mary Aguayo, Secretary 
Eric Nye, Kat Alexandrova, and Joy Landeira.  Regrets had been received from Member-at-
Large Betsy Lindell Bress, former President Carol Frost, interim Vice President Mike Edson, 
John Kaszuba, Bunny Logan, Bill Reiners, and Donna Bagby. 
 
The minutes of the spring 2017 annual meeting were distributed and reviewed.  They will be 
posted on our website, and the link will circulated in advance of the next meeting.  President 
Reverand moved approval and Kat Alexandrova seconded.  Passed unanimously. 
 
Report of the Executive Committee 
 
We discussed ways of raising visibility of the Chapter among undergraduates, and Mary 
suggested working through advisors and director of advising, Richard Miller.  A note of thanks 
was distributed, signed, and posted to Laurie and Tim Nichols for hosting our annual PBK 
birthday/holiday party again.  It was noted that next August 2-4, the Society will hold its 45th 
Triennial Council in Boston, and the Chapter can send a delegate with all expenses paid.  Eric 
said President Laurie Nichols has asked for a joint meeting with Provost Kate Miller on the list 
of needs we first raised with her a year ago last October: 
 

1. A closet or small office space for storage for PBK materials.  The UW Space Committee 
rejected our application on the grounds that we are a “student organization” like a 
fraternity or sorority (!!). 

2. A campus post box. 
3. Transcript recognition for the students. 
4. An MOU affirming that service to the Chapter counts as service to the University for 

annual updates. 
 
Mary offered to work with the UW President’s office to obtain a campus post box for UW.  It was 
suggested that we go slow on the request for space, though Eric’s office in Hoyt Hall is currently 
serving as the chapter warehouse and has done so for many years. 
 
Report of the Treasurer 

The new UW accounting procedures are creating a challenge, but Mary is up to it. 

Reports of Other Committees 

Members-in-Course Committee 

Mike Edson will head this committee and work with Eric, Ric, Kat, and any others who 
volunteer.  A list will need to be generated by March 1st for the spring meeting to approve. 

Committee on Honorary and Alumni Members 

Several names were discussed for Honorary/Alumni membership, and one was selected.  Eric 
will pursue authorization and ensure that the candidate is available for the Induction Ceremony 
on Friday, April 27th, 3 pm in the Union Wyoming Family Room. 



Unfinished Business 

We will postpone the launch of our fundraising until summer 2018 at which time we’ll work with 
the Foundation mailing list to send out about 2,000 copies of the chapter history booklet along 
with instructions for donors.  Betsy Bress is coordinating this.  Rachel Watson will spearhead 
the UGRD prizes again. 

Consideration of Communications from the Society 

Visiting Scholars.  The list for 2018-19 will be distributed soon at which time we need pledges of 
sponsorship from departments and programs.  A ranking will be determined by the members 
attending the spring meeting. 

New business 

Initiation ceremony keynote speaker: the recipient of Honorary Membership will be asked to 
deliver this address. 

Creating a graduate society of PBKs at UW.  Eric was authorized to contact Jim Ahern, Dean of 
the Graduate School about setting up this organization. 

Election of Officers 

President (2017-2020), no nominees, vacant.  Ric volunteered to serve as interim for a year.  
Vice President (2017-2020), no nominees, Mike Edson volunteered to serve as interim for the 
year.  Treasurer Mary Aguayo serves 2016-2019, and Secretary Eric Nye serves 2015-2018.  Nye 
indicated he will not stand for reelection at the completion of his current term as Secretary.  
Member-at-Large Betsy Bress was re-elected (elected annually), Chapter Historian is vacant, but 
Bunny Logan expressed willingness to be nominated for this post at our spring meeting..   

Adjournment  

9:39 am. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eric Nye, Secretary 


