
Meeting of the President’s Public Art Committee 

April 22, 2014 2pm 

Union 206 

 

Chair Chris Boswell called the meeting to order at 2:02pm. Committee members present were  

Chris Boswell, Susan Moldenhauer, Mark Collins, and Ricki Klages.  John Stark was not in 

attendance. Bryce Tugwell, website designer/developer for the Berry Biodiversity Center, Carlos 

Martinez Del Rio, Director of the Berry Biodiversity Center, and Brett Kahler, ASUW President, 

were also present.  

Approval of Minutes 

C. Boswell asked for any changes. M. Collins moved that they be approved, and K. Klages seconded. 

Motion passed.  

New Business 

Berry Biodiversity Center Proposal 

C. Martinez Del Rio began his presentation on the proposed art work for the Berry Center by giving a 

brief background of the center, thanking those involved in the artwork selection process, discussing 

the selection and application process, and explaining that funding for the artwork would come from 

unused construction funds. The artwork was selected from 64 applicants and was based on criteria 

such as aesthetic and conceptual merit, budget, site specific criteria, durability and maintenance, and 

ability of the artist to complete the project as proposed.  

C. Boswell asked if the Berry Center used a RFP. B. Tugwell said that their request was posted 

online and was an open process. The artwork selected is a series of bronze animal statues by artists 

Walczak and Heiss. Some of the statues will have an internal gaming computer that will project a 

live video feed of the animal’s natural habitat, which viewers can see if they look through the eyes of 

the statue. This will help educate people on different areas of the state and animals’ habitats. C. 

Martinez Del Rio noted that at first he was hesitant about this technology, but the artists have 

experience with this. He also noted that the internal computers are well-designed and cost only about 

$34 to replace. He noted that he would see if the art could be insured.  C. Martinez Del Rio also 

stated that the artists would be responsible for maintaining the technology for five years.  

S. Moldenhauer noted that these artists were originally trained as architects and have done public 

commissions across the county, including one in Denver. S. Moldenhauer spoke with Mike Chavez, 

Denver’s Public Art Program Manager, and he gave the artists a positive recommendation. S. 

Moldenhauer also showed a video of their Denver project. C. Martinez Del Rio noted that the project 

blends art and science seamlessly. He also noted that Jim Scott at Physical Plant thought the proposal 

was feasible, with a few minor adjustments being made.  

M. Collins asked what precautions had been taken for vandalism. C. Martinez Del Rio noted that he 

would have to speak with the artists. Discussion revolved around how the artwork would be secured, 



as well as the possible installation of motion activated lights and security cameras. R. Klages asked if 

the completion of the project was doable in the proposed time frame, as they are under a tight 

deadline to use the funds. C. Martinez Del Rio noted that they would have to tell the artists by May 1, 

but it was doable. C. Boswell said they needed to determine who would be responsible for the art, the 

Berry Center or UW, before voting on a recommendation. C. Martinez Del Rio responded by saying 

the Berry Center would be responsible.  Given the time frame, C. Boswell asked if C. Martinez Del 

Rio wanted the Public Art Committee to give its recommendation today. B. Tugwell noted that the 

announcement date for the artwork is scheduled for May 1. C. Boswell asked the Committee if they 

were interested in voting on the project, given the assurances that the Berry Center would cover the 

maintenance of the artwork. M. Collins made a motion, R. Klages seconded. The vote was 

unanimous in giving a favorable recommendation. C. Boswell said he would visit with President 

McGinity, who may need some time to decide. Several committee members noted they were excited 

about this artwork, and the process the Berry Center went through to determine the art.  

Berlin Wall  

R. Klages said she received an email proposing a temporary 3-4 day structure shaped like the Berlin 

Wall to celebrate the falling of the Berlin Wall this fall. C. Boswell said this is not art, and does not 

fall under the purview of the Committee. Instead, it is a demonstration, which falls in Mark Collins 

department. R. Klages said she would respond to the email and direct them in the proper direction, 

perhaps involving ASUW.  

Old Business 

ASUW Memorial Wall 

C. Boswell noted that the ASUW Memorial Wall does not require any action at this time, and does 

not fall under the purview of the Public Art Committee. He noted that B. Kahler should ask Board of 

Trustees to move forward at the May meeting. B. Kahler asked that the Committee help during the 

transition of this project to the new ASUW president. Current funding is not enough for the project, 

and other sources were being considered, but a second round of funding needs to come through 

ASUW. B. Kahler noted that there were continuing senators who would vote for funding. M. Collins 

noted that getting the Trustees’ support would help propel this project forward. The Committee 

complimented and thanked B. Kahler for his organization, patience, and perseverance on this project.  

Transparency of the Public Art Committee 

The Committee reviewed the proposed website, and C. Boswell asked that all comments be 

submitted by the end of the week.  

C. Boswell asked that the Committee begin to think about who should be the next Chairman. The 

meeting adjourned at 3:20pm.  


