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UW adopts indoor mask 
policy - fall plan update
Effective now through September 20th, the University 
of  Wyoming will require masks indoors for everyone who 
is unable to socially distance, regardless of  COVID-19 
vaccination status. 

Exceptions to the indoor mask requirement are voluntary 
public events such as athletics and music, theater and dance 
performances; voluntary social events; and private, by-
invitation events that involve rental and/or use of  UW spaces 
on campus. For classes where the ability to see speakers’ 
mouths is essential, faculty members will have the ability to 
seek exceptions to the masking policy. As well, employees 
and students who have legitimate medical reasons to not 
wear masks can seek exceptions.

to read more on the fall plan, go HERE 

Give feedback on program 
reviews and reorganization
Academic program reorganizations, consolidations, reduc-
tions and discontinuances are governed by UW Regulation 
2-13, which requires a period of  review to seek feedback 
from stakeholders including the Faculty Senate, the Staff  
Senate, the Associated Students of  UW and other interested 
parties. This process is scheduled to be initiated this month 
by Provost and Executive Vice President Kevin Carman, 
with the planned deadline for feedback Oct. 1. Under 
that timeline, the finalized academic reductions are slated to 
be presented to the trustees in November.

To leave feedback on the program reviews 
or restructuring, go HERE 

For more information on 2-13, visit the 
Academic Affairs website HERE 

The University is not requiring vaccinations at this 
time, but they are strongly encouraged. For employees, 
a quick reference guide has been created to help report 
vaccinations within UW’s HCM.

COVID-19 vaccines are now readily available to the 
public and can be scheduled at Walmart, Walgreens, 
Pole Mountain Pharmacy, Ridley’s, Stitches Acute Care, 
Laramie Pediatrics, Albany Community Health Clinic, 
Ivinson Medical Group, the Downtown Clinic and Family 
Physicians of Laramie.
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Health Benefit for Qualified Retirees Won’t 
Change

 With the talk of  sick leave accruals perhaps changing in the 
near future, there has been some concern from employees 
about losing the benefit of  converting sick leave to health 
insurance upon retirement. This benefit is only for those who 
qualified for the benefit prior to July 1, 2016 as stated in Uni-
Reg 5-2.

HR Director Tom Koczara’s response to the concerns was, 
“UW may decide to change sick leave rules, but the institution 
will NOT alter the conversion of  sick leave to health insurance 
that employees were grandfathered into in 2016 (when we 
changed the rule). In other words, UW will NOT change the 
health insurance conversion benefit for those who qualified in 
2016.”

Further updates to sick leave accrual are to come. Please 
refer to UniReg 5-2 (VI - C) or email Tom Koczara for 
more information.

Staff  Senate welcomed Matt Newman, Campus Architect/Director of  Planning and Design, to present on the new 
residence halls.

15th street

above: big picture view of two new residence halls

above: new resident hall room types above: parking garage at Ivinson and 11th

New Staff Senators
We are pleased to welcome our new Senators!

Academic Affairs:

Jennifer Heupel               Criminal Justice & Sociology
Emmalee Moore  Zoology & Physiology
Administration & Finance:

Jason Satkunam              UWPD
Ainsley Thrailkill Facilities Engineering 
Research & Economic Development:

Nicole Nelson  Research & Economic Development
 To nominate a staff member email Shelby Kennedy, 

Credentials & Elections Chair, shelby.kennedy@uwyo.edu

The first two new halls will host a total 
of  950 students by the time they are 
completed, and have a few different room 
types (shown below). The new residence 
halls are anticipated to open Fall 2024.

See also the renderings for the parking 
garage planned to occupy the corner 
of  Ivinson and 11th (where the current 
Ivinson Lot is). The parking garage is 
anticipated to open by Fall of  2022, and 
will have enough spaces to make up for lost 
Union Lot parking.

Employee of the Quarter: Chandelle 
Macdonald

Chandelle Macdonald, 
a master technician in the 
Stable Isotope Facility, 
is the recipient of  the 
University of  Wyoming’s 
Staff  Employee of  the 
Second Quarter Award. 
(Sierra Even Photo)  

Learn more about 
Chandelle’s incredible work 
here!

Wednesday, September 1st at 1:15 PM
Union Senate Chambers 
OR virtual meeting via Zoom
Meeting ID: 998 0483 0698

September Staff Senate Meeting
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