A Livestock Grazing Management System is a Key Requirement
for Enrolling in the Carbon Credit Program
Producers who implement prescribed grazing practices are eligible to enroll in the Carbon Credit
Program. Producers can earn income in the carbon credit market for storing carbon in the soil and
reducing greenhouse emissions, using prescribed grazing. Prescribed grazing practices are planned
efforts by producers that help them accomplish operating goals. They are used to improve pasture
conditions, increase forage use, and enhance livestock production. There are many grazing systems
available that allow producers to successfully reach their goals, and each has their advantages and
disadvantages. The three most common systems include, continuous grazing, simple rotational grazing,
and intensive rotational grazing.
Continuous or season long grazing is a one pasture system where livestock have unrestricted access
throughout the grazing season. It requires the least amount of management, but has the most
disadvantages in terms of rangeland and livestock production and ecosystem structure and function.
Typically with continuous grazing producers experience lower forage quality and yields, lower stocking
rates, uneven pasture use, uneven distribution of animal manure, increased incidence of weeds, and
increased erosion. Continuous grazing systems are not eligible to enroll in the Carbon Credit Program.
Simple rotational grazing is a system with more than one pasture which livestock are moved to allow for
periods of grazing and rest for forages. Examples of this system include deferred rotation and rest
rotation grazing. Both of these systems use a small number of pastures, typically under 5, and up to
three livestock herds. Advantages of a simple rotational grazing system include increased forage
production, improved pasture condition, longer grazing season, and better distribution of manure.
Disadvantages are fencing costs, water system costs, and more intensive labor than with continuous
grazing systems.
Intensive rotational grazing is a system with many pastures and livestock are moved frequently from
pasture to pasture based on forage growth and utilization. An example of this system includes shortduration grazing, where the grazing area is divided into many small pastures (greater than 5), each of
which may receive more than one period of nonuse and grazing during a single growing season. The
number of nonuse and grazing periods depends on the rate and amount of forage produced within each
pasture. Advantages of this system include highest forage production and use per acre, increased
stocking rates, weeds are typically controlled, provides more grazing options, and reduces the need for
harvested forages. Disadvantages include careful monitoring of forage supply, initial costs are high for
fencing and water distribution systems, intensive management needs, and large labor resources.
Grazing management systems are excellent ways to increase forage management and livestock
production; however implementing a grazing system does not eliminate the need to observe basic
principles of grazing management, such as stocking rates and season of use. Rangeland monitoring is
critical to document the successes and failures of grazing systems and is essential to the maintenance of
a grazing plan. Rotational grazing management plans will also enable you to enroll your acres into the
Carbon Credit Program, where you can earn income.

