Range and Pasture Weed Management
As I drive along the highways and byways of Converse County this summer I am noticing many noxious
weeds and other possible unwanted plants. This may be attributed to the wet spring we have been
having, but regardless, control is necessary. A weed management plan is key for all landowners in
Converse County.
A weed management plan should fit into your long term goals and land use objectives. It typically will
include a map of infestations, weed types, and kind of infestation (scattered, light, moderate, or large).
A value placed on weed infested land will aid in determining how much money should be spent on
control. Determine the habitat (rangeland, irrigated pasture, pond, stream, etc.) and desirable plant
species, as these will help you choose appropriate control tools.
A weed management plan should also include integrated control methods. Cultural, mechanical,
chemical, and biological controls should all be used to effectively and efficiently control weeds. Cultural
controls favor desirable plant growth, such as proper grazing management, irrigation, and seeding
competitive desirable plant species. Mechanical controls physically disrupt weed growth, and include
tillage, mowing, mulching, burning, and flooding. Chemical control is the use of herbicides. Biological
control is the use of organism to disrupt weed growth, and include the use of sheep, goats, other large
herbivores, insects, and pathogens.
Be systematic about weed management. Do not attempt to control all weed infestations in a single
season except on small land parcels. Start on the smaller and scattered weed infestations first, as they
can be kept from becoming large and dense. They are also the easiest and most affordable to control.
Keep good records of weed management. Include procedures used, dates applied, weather conditions,
growth stage and condition of weeds, and desirable plants. Evaluate records for success or failure. The
worst mistake to make is to use a weed management system, assume it will work, and not evaluate the
outcome.
Weed management and control is necessary in keeping the lands of Converse County beautiful and
productive for years to come.

