


Welcome
A NOTE FROM THE COORDINATOR

On behalf of University of Wyoming Extension, I am pleased to present the 2021 Wyoming Specialty Crop 
Directory. UW Extension is a community development organization dedicated to helping Wyoming’s people 

and its communities improve the quality of life, and encouraging residents and visitors to buy locally produced 
foods is an important part of creating a more robust food system and economy.

Our enthusiasm for developing and promoting the food system is shared by our project funders. Grant funding 
for this effort came from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Agricultural Marketing Service through funds 
provided to the Wyoming Department of Agriculture’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program. 

With these funds we created this directory to help connect people in Wyoming with edible specialty crops, 
including fresh vegetables and fruits, culinary herbs and spices, honey, and homemade goods containing specialty 
crops such as jams, jellies, barbecue and hot sauces, salsas, pickled and fermented vegetables, fruit pies, and wine. 
We also hope that farmers and others who produce food will use this directory to connect with their peers as they 
develop their skills and personal connections. 

In short, we hope that this directory:
• Helps residents and visitors find and support Wyoming’s local food producers.
• Connects food entrepreneurs with like-minded peers.
• Helps educate producers and others about available resources on a local, state, and national level.

Thank you!
The information in this directory was collected by Robert Waggener, who worked tirelessly to support Wyoming’s 
agriculture, specialty crop producers, farmers’ markets, CSAs, businesses that sell locally produced foods, and 
many others, including UW Extension offices, local conservation districts, community and school gardens, 
educational programs, and agencies that are involved in some way with specialty crops. 

Please enjoy this opportunity to support the local food movement. 

Cole Ehmke
University of Wyoming Extension specialist
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, UW College of Agriculture and Natural Resources
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Graphic designer: Tana Stith, T2 Communications
Copyright © 2021 by the University of Wyoming. All rights reserved. Readers may make copies of this document 
for personal use, provided that this copyright appears on all such copies. For all other uses, including commercial 
uses, please contact University of Wyoming Extension at uwext@uwyo.edu, or University of Wyoming Extension, 
Dept. 3354, 1000 E. University Ave., Laramie, WY 82071-2000.
Suggested Reference: Ehmke, C., and Waggener, R., 2021, Wyoming Specialty Crop Directory: Laramie, Wyoming, 
University of Wyoming Extension, MP-150-21, v. 1, 189 p.
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Disclaimer
Because of the directory’s funding source, this project is focused on listing producers of edible specialty crops (as defined by the USDA), including Wyoming value-added food 
products using specialty crops. Reference to a specific product, process, service, manufacturer, or company does not constitute an endorsement or recommendation.
Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Kelly Crane, associate dean and 
director, University of Wyoming Extension, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 
Persons seeking admission, employment, or access to programs of the University of Wyoming shall be considered without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, 
disability, age, political belief, veteran status, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication or 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact their local UW Extension office. To file a complaint, write the UW Employment Practices/Affirmative 
Action Office, University of Wyoming, Dept. 3434, 1000 E. University Ave., Laramie, Wyoming 82071.

mailto:uwext@uwyo.edu
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Agriculture, State and Public Lands & 
Water Resources Committee
This 14-member committee of the Wyoming State 
Legislature reviews bills, hears testimony, and recommends 
action to the full body of the Senate or House on legislation 
relating to agriculture, state and public lands, water 
resources, among others. 
Joint interim committees study topics assigned by the 
legislature’s Management Council. Some committee chairs 
may create sub-committees to address specified topics 
assigned to their joint interim committees, which often 
meet throughout the state.
The 2021–22 Agriculture, State and Public Lands & Water 
Resources Committee is composed of 14 legislators (with 
counties they represent in parentheses): Sen. Brian Boner 
(R-Converse/Platte) and Rep. John Eklund (R-Laramie/
Goshen), co-chairs; senators Anthony Bouchard 
(R-Laramie/Goshen), Tim French (R-Park), R. J. Kost 
(R-Big Horn/Park), and Jeff Wasserburger (R-Campbell/
Converse); and representatives Jim Blackburn (R-Laramie), 
Aaron Clausen (R-Converse), Bill Fortner (R-Campbell), 
Scott Heiner (R-Lincoln/Sweetwater/Uinta), Dan Laursen 
(R-Park), Cyrus Western (R-Sheridan), Robert Wharff 
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(R-Uinta), and John Winter (R-Big Horn/Hot Springs/
Fremont/Park). 
Location: Cheyenne
Email addresses for legislators: see website; general 
questions and comments can be emailed to the 
Wyoming Legislative Service Office at lso@wyoleg.gov
Phone: 307-777-7881
Website: www.wyoleg.gov/Committees/2021/J05

Barnyards & Backyards
Provides practical, useful, and user-friendly information 
on rural living in Wyoming, such as producing specialty 
crops, gardening and landscaping, grazing management, 
among many other topics. The Barnyards & Backyards 
team does this through its magazine, Barnyards 
& Backyards: Rural Living in Wyoming; articles, 
publications, videos, webinars, and posts; and on-the-
ground workshops around Wyoming.
Coordinator: Jennifer Thompson
Location: University of Wyoming and statewide
Email: barnyardsbackyards@uwyo.edu
facebook.com/BarnyardsBackyards/
Website: www.uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/

Grow a Little Extra
Grow a Little Extra is one of the programs under the 
Wyoming Hunger Initiative (see listing below), the 
official initiative of Wyoming First Lady Jennie Gordon. 
Local gardeners and producers are encouraged to ‘grow 
a little extra’ vegetables and fruits that can be donated to 
local organizations that help people in need.
“Grow a Little Extra was established by First Lady 
Gordon to be around for years to come,” says her chief 
of staff, Trista Ostrom. “Sustainability is a key piece to 
the Wyoming Hunger Initiative, well beyond the Gordon 
administration.”
Coordinators: Wyoming Hunger Initiative, University 
of Wyoming Cent$ible Nutrition Program, and UW 
Master Gardener Program; information contact: Trista 
Ostrom, chief of staff to the first lady 
Location: statewide
Email: trista.ostrom@wyo.gov
Facebook: Wyoming Grow a Little Extra 
Phone: 307-274-0365
Website: www.nohungerwyo.org/grow

Grown in Wyoming
The Grown in Wyoming program was launched by 
the Wyoming Business Council in 2017 to open new 
markets for Wyoming ranchers, farmers, and other food 
producers, and expand local food options for consumers.

Coordinator: Jill Tregemba
Location: statewide
Email: jill.tregemba@wyo.gov
facebook.com/GrownInWyoming/
Phone: 307-214-1294
Website: wyomingbusiness.org/ag-food

IMPACT 307
University of Wyoming’s IMPACT 307 is part of the 
Wyoming Business Resource Network (see listing below). 
IMPACT 307 is a statewide new business development 
program that focuses on high-growth-oriented companies 
with an emphasis on technology at UW.
IMPACT 307, formerly the Wyoming Technology 
Business Center, was created for the development 
of a technology-oriented business incubator within 
its 30,000-square-foot facility on the UW campus, 
and has grown to additional facilities in Casper and 
Sheridan. Business incubators have been proven to help 
small businesses succeed in the crucial first stages. 
Contacts: Eric Schlidt, Casper; David Bohling, 
Laramie; Scot Rendall, Sheridan
Locations: offices in Casper, Laramie, and Sheridan 
serve Wyoming
Email: eschlid1@uwyo.edu, dbohlin1@uwyo.edu, or 
srendall@uwyo.edu
Phone: 307-315-6420 (Casper), 307-766-6395 
(Laramie), or 307-675-1939 (Sheridan)
Website: https://impact307.org/

mailto:wybesbees@gmail.com
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Made in Wyoming
The Wyoming Business Council’s Made in Wyoming 
program was discontinued in 2021 due to budget 
shortfalls experienced by the State of Wyoming. Members 
of the former Made in Wyoming program can contact 
the Wyoming Business Resource Network (WBRN) for 
assistance (see WBRN listing below).

Manufacturing-Works
University of Wyoming’s Manufacturing-Works helps 
Wyoming entrepreneurs, manufacturers, and producers 
increase productivity and performance, strengthen 
competitiveness near and far, and grow revenues. 
Members of the team help businesses pinpoint issues, and 
then deliver solutions to address those issues.
Specific areas of help include cybersecurity strategies, 
engineering prototyping, lean manufacturing (e.g., better 
utilize labor, improve product quality, reduce operating 
costs), energy audits, and International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) certification.
Contacts: Rocky Case, state director; Marty Occhi, 
Afton; Michael Grundy, Cheyenne; Josh Watson, 
Laramie; Kevin Kershisnik, Riverton; and Tyler 
O’Daniel, Sheridan
Locations: offices in Afton, Cheyenne, Laramie, 
Riverton, and Sheridan serve Wyoming
Email: rcase@uwyo.edu, mocchi1@uwyo.edu, 
mgrundy@uwyo.edu, jwatso20@uwyo.edu, idea.
kevink@gmail.com, or todaniel@uwyo.edu
facebook.com/MEPWyoming/
Phone: 307-220-1264 (Rocky), 307-248-3682 (Marty), 
503-804-6754 (Michael), 307-766-4820 (Josh), 307-
856-0952 (Kevin), or 308-430-0366 (Tyler)
Website: https://manufacturing-works.com/

Shop Wyoming
The e-commerce platform, Shop Wyoming, was 
developed through the 2020 Congressional CARES Act to 
assist business recovery from the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic, and to provide new opportunities that make 
Wyoming businesses more resilient in the future.
Wyoming businesses, including those with food-based 
products, can apply to sell their products at https://www.
shopwyoming.com/sell/.
Shop Wyoming is sponsored by the Wyoming Small 
Business Development Center (SBDC), and funded by 
the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA). Wyoming 
SBDC receives ongoing support for the program through 
SBA, the Wyoming Business Council, and the University 
of Wyoming.
Administrator: Wyoming Small Business 
Development Center; coordinator: Member 
Marketplace Inc.
Location: statewide and national
Email: info@shopwyoming.com
facebook.com/ShopWhereYouLiveWyo/
Phone: 307-760-0298 or 833-278-2742, ext. 4 
Website: shopwyoming.com/

University of Wyoming College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Within the UW College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources are UW Extension and 
the Wyoming Agricultural 
Experiment Station (see 
listings below); nine 
academic departments, 
including Agricultural 
and Applied 
Economics (see listing 
below), Agricultural 
Communications, Animal 
Science, Ecosystem Science 
and Management, Family and 
Consumer Sciences (see listing below), 
Microbiology, Molecular Biology, Plant Sciences (see 
listing below), and Veterinary Sciences; and a number of 
programs within the departments, including Agroecology 
(see listing below).
Dean: Barbara Rasco; associate deans: Kelly Crane (see 
UW Extension listing) and Eric Webster (hired in early 
2021, and scheduled to begin work in August 2021; 
see Wyoming Agricultural Experiment Station listing); 
coordinator of college affairs: Kelly Wiseman; director 
of college relations: Anne Leonard

mailto:rcase@uwyo.edu
mailto:mocchi1@uwyo.edu
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Location: University of Wyoming and statewide
Email: agrdean@uwyo.edu or kellywis@uwyo.edu
facebook.com/UWAgNatResources
Phone: 307-766-4133
Website: www.uwyo.edu/uwag/

UW Agroecology Program
Offers a bachelor’s degree program in agroecology. The 
core curriculum is composed of courses in crop science, 
entomology, plant pathology, soil science, and weed science.
Department head: Professor Scott Miller; information 
contact: Miranda Perry, ESM office associate
Location: University of Wyoming and statewide
Email: esm@uwyo.edu
Phone: 307-766-2263
Website: uwyo.edu/esm/undergraduate-programs/
majors/agroecology/

UW Department of Agricultural and 
Applied Economics
Offers undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
agribusiness, and agricultural and applied economics. 
Faculty and Extension specialists in the department 
also provide educational outreach and resources across 
the state in agriculture and rural business development, 
community development, farm and ranch management, 
and personal finance, among others. Additionally, their 
research is aimed at solving problems in Wyoming’s 
agricultural and rural economies.
Department head: Associate Professor Ben Rashford; 
information contacts: Trish Hysong or Janet Marsh
Location: University of Wyoming and statewide
Email: psmith14@uwyo.edu (Trish) or windsong@
uwyo.edu (Janet)
facebook.com/UWAgEcon/
Phone: 307-766-2386
Website: www.uwyo.edu/agecon/

UW Department of Family and 
Consumer Sciences
Offers undergraduate concentrations in human nutrition 
and food, dietetics, human development and family 
sciences, professional child development, and three career 
tracks in design merchandising and textiles: apparel 
design and product development, interior design, and 
merchandising.
Graduate degree options include design, merchandising 
and textiles, human nutrition and food, and human 
development and family sciences. An interdisciplinary 
graduate program is available in food science and 
human nutrition.

Department head: Associate Professor Christine 
Wade; information contact: Mona Gupton
Location: University of Wyoming and statewide
Email: fam-consci@uwyo.edu
facebook.com/UWFamilyandConsumerSciences/
Phone: 307-766-4145
Website: www.uwyo.edu/fcs/

UW Department of Plant Sciences
Offers bachelor’s degree program in agroecology (see 
listing above), and minors in agroecology, horticulture, 
and plant protection. Courses cover a wide array of 
plant-related topics, among them agronomy; forages; 
food production, including organic; greenhouse 
management; ornamental horticulture; plant diseases; 
and weed management.
Additionally, Extension specialists in the department 
oversee the UW Master Gardener Program (see listing 
below) and horticulture outreach across the state; 
faculty members conduct research at the four Wyoming 
Agricultural Experiment Station research and extension 
centers (see listing below) and sites across Wyoming; and 
they also help producers and others address plant disease 
and weed issues.
Department head: Andrew Kniss, professor of weed 
science; information contact: Ellyn Sturgeon
Location: University of Wyoming and statewide
Email: plantsciences@uwyo.edu
facebook.com/uwyoplantsciences
Phone: 307-766-3103
Website: www.uwyo.edu/plantsciences/
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UW Extension
Offers programs across the state in agriculture, 
horticulture, nutrition, natural resources, community 
development, and 4-H, among 
others. The state office is on 
the University of Wyoming 
campus, and there are also 
local offices in each of 
Wyoming’s 23 counties and 
the Wind River Reservation 
(see earlier sections for 
individual office listings).
UW Extension also has (1) an 
‘Ask an Expert’ website, which allows 
residents across the state to ask questions relating to 
topics such as gardening, food, agriculture, family, 
health, and programs for young people; and (2) a 
‘Publications’ database website that contains Extension 
bulletins on a wide variety of topics, including plants, 
foods, horticulture, gardening, business planning, 
finances, and many others (see Resources section for 
these two websites).
Associate dean and state director: Kelly Crane; 
associate director: Amanda Marney; regional program 
coordinator: Windy Kelley; pesticide coordinator: Jeff 
Edwards
Location: University of Wyoming and statewide
Email: uwext@uwyo.edu
facebook.com/wyoming.extension/
Phone: 307-766-5124
Website: www.uwyo.edu/uwe/

UW Master Gardener Program
The University of Wyoming Extension Master 
Gardener program provides gardening and 
horticultural training and resources to home 
gardeners, green industry professionals, specialty crop 
producers, and others. Individuals wishing to become 
a Master Gardener receive more than 40 hours of 
education focused on gardening and landscaping in 
Wyoming.
Topics include botany, soils, composting, season 
extension techniques (high and low tunnels, backyard 
greenhouses, raised-bed gardening), growing 
vegetables and herbs, growing fruit trees and berry 
crops, landscape design, trees and shrubs, lawn 
care, annual and perennial flowers, integrated 
pest management, diagnosing plant problems, and 
entomology.

Those interested in becoming a Master Gardener 
can register for an online training, with one class 
covering a different topic each week. In-person Master 
Gardener trainings are offered through some UW 
Extension offices across the state. After completing the 
course, Master Gardeners are encouraged to give back 
to their communities through volunteer service related 
to gardening.
Coordinator: Chris Hilgert
Location: statewide
Email: chilgert@uwyo.edu
Facebook: Wyoming Master Gardeners
Phone: 307-766-6870
Website: uwyo.edu/mastergardener/

Wyoming Agricultural Experiment 
Station
The University of Wyoming’s Wyoming Agricultural 
Experiment Station (WAES) supports fundamental 
and applied research on agricultural, community, and 
natural-resource issues related to the current and future 
needs of Wyoming agricultural producers and others.
UW faculty members, staff members, students, and 
collaborators conduct studies at research and extension 
(R&E) centers in Laramie, Lingle, Powell, and Sheridan, 
and across Wyoming (see individual listings for the 
R&E centers in the Albany, Goshen, Park, and Sheridan 
County sections).
Summaries of the research are contained in the annual 
WAES Field Days Bulletin (www.uwyo.edu/uwexpstn/
publications/index.html).
Associate dean and state director: Eric Webster was 
hired in early 2021, and is scheduled to begin work 
at UW in August 2021; information contact: Joanne 
Newcomb

mailto:uwext@uwyo.edu
http://facebook.com/wyoming.extension/
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Location: University of Wyoming, four R&E centers, 
and statewide
Email: aes@uwyo.edu
Phone: 307-766-3667
Website: uwyo.edu/uwexpstn/ 

Wyoming Agriculture in the Classroom
Wyoming Ag in the Classroom programs are designed 
to empower Wyoming students to become stewards 
of the state’s future, including important economic 
drivers, among them agriculture, minerals and energy, 
and outdoor recreation and tourism. Lesson plans are 
available to help elementary school instructors and 
collaborators (including conservation districts) teach 
Wyoming Ag in the Classroom across the state. 
Executive director: Jessie Dafoe; development 
director: Rindy West; program director: Stephanie 
Russell; regional advocates: Carolyn Jacobs, Dea 
Kobbe, and Mandi Moore; office manager: Brenda 
Baker; overseen by a volunteer board of directors
Location: statewide
Email: info@wyaitc.org
facebook.com/wyaitc
Phone: 307-369-1749
Website: https://wyaitc.org

Wyoming Association of Conservation 
Districts
Nonprofit organization that represents Wyoming’s 34 
conservation districts and their 170 elected board members. 
Conservation districts are local units of government 
established under state law to carry out natural resource 
management programs at the local level. Districts work 
with landowners, counties, municipalities, and community 
organizations to conserve land and water resources on 
private and public lands in the state. Among the many 
programs on the district level are ones tied to agriculture, 
food production, and specialty crops, including soil health 
and gardening workshops, ag expos, and seedling tree and 
shrub sales, including fruit and berry varieties suitable for 
local environments across the state.
Executive director: Hunter Petsch; program specialist: 
Kelly Brown; watershed coordinator: Cathy Rosenthal; 
along with a volunteer board of directors
Location: Cheyenne
Email: hunter.petsch@conservewy.com, kelly.brown@
conservewy.com, or cathy.rosenthal@conservewy.com
facebook.com/
wyomingassociationofconservationdistricts/
Phone: 307-632-5716
Website: https://conservewy.com/

Wyoming Bean Commission
Primary goals are to conduct research and marketing 
activities to discover and develop improved dry bean 
varieties, production techniques, and end-use products to 
support the Wyoming bean industry
Board members: six statewide members, including 
four growers and two handlers, and one ex-officio 
member, Dale Heggem of the Wyoming Department of 
Agriculture, which administers the program 
Location: Cheyenne 
Email: wyobean@wyo.gov
facebook.com/wyomingbeancommission/
Phone: 307-777-7324
Website: https://wyagric.state.wy.us/divisions/ts/
wyoming-bean-commission

Wyoming Bee College
The annual three-day bee college is focused on helping 
beekeepers (including beginning hobbyists, landowners, 
those interested in producing and selling honey, and 
others) learn more about various topics relating to 
beekeeping and honey production, including beekeeping 
basics (smokers, hive tools, bee suits, etc.), learning how 
to better understand your bees and what they are telling 
you, hive health and management, how to help prevent 
swarms from happening, honey extraction, high-altitude 
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beekeeping, over-wintering, commercial beekeeping, land 
conservation gardening, apitherapy, and other topics
Coordinator: Catherine Wissner, University of 
Wyoming Extension horticulture educator
Location: Cheyenne
Email: cwissner@uwyo.edu
facebook.com/WyomingBeeCollege/
Phone: 307-633-4383
Website: https://wyomingbeecollege.org/

Wyoming Business Council 
Entrepreneurial Services
Develops, implements, and manages a comprehensive 
suite of tools and services to help Wyoming entrepreneurs 
and startups get started, manage growth, and identify 
opportunities to expand. WBC Entrepreneurial Services 
oversees ‘Startup:Wyoming’ and other programs and 
resources aimed at building Wyoming’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem and fostering connectivity.
Manager: Bert Adam
Location: Cheyenne 
Email: bert.adam@wyo.gov
Phone: 307-214-5145 or 307-777-2800
Websites: www.wyomingbusiness.org/ (main 
home page); www.wyomingbusiness.org/startupwy 
(Startup:Wyoming)

Wyoming Business Resource Network
The Wyoming Business Resource Network (WBRN) 
offers free help to businesses just getting started, and 
established businesses wanting to grow. Among the areas 
that business owners can seek assistance are business 
planning, marketing, accounting, exporting, and securing 
patents.
Programs and offices within the network include 
IMPACT 307 (see listing above), Manufacturing-Works 
(see listing above), Market Research Center, Wyoming 
Procurement Technical Assistance Center, Wyoming 
Small Business Development Center (see Shop Wyoming 
listing above, and Wyoming Small Business Development 
Center Network listing below), Wyoming SPIR/STTR 
Initiative, and Wyoming Technology Transfer and 
Research Products Center.
Members of the former Made in Wyoming program can 
contact the WBRN for assistance. 
Coordinators: University of Wyoming Office of 
Research & Economic Development, and the Wyoming 
Business Council
Location: statewide
Email and phone: see individual listings for IMPACT 

307, Manufacturing-Works, Shop Wyoming, and 
Wyoming Small Business Development Center 
Network; additional contacts are listed on the website
Website: uwyo.edu/research/business-resource-
network/

Wyoming Department of Agriculture 
The Wyoming Department of Agriculture (WDA) 
is dedicated to the promotion and enhancement of 
Wyoming’s 
agriculture and 
natural resources, 
and contribution 
to Wyoming 
quality of life. It 
oversees a number 
of divisions 
and programs, 
including ones 
tied directly to specialty crops; apiary registration and 
mapping; food production and safety; pesticides and 
fertilizers; and nursery stock sampling and inspections 
(see next six listings). 
Director: Doug Miyamoto; deputy director: 
Stacia Berry; executive secretary: Pam Bell; public 
information officer: Derek Grant
Location: statewide
Email: pamela.bell@wyo.gov or derek.grant@wyo.gov 
facebook.com/WyomingAg
Phone: 307-777-7321 (main number) or 307-777-7180 
(Derek)
Website: wyagric.state.wy.us

WDA Analytical Services Laboratory
Chemists and microbiologists in the laboratory 
analyze numerous materials for hundreds of 
different compounds, elements, microorganisms, 
and contaminants. Program areas include pesticides, 
fertilizers, water, dairy, feed & forage, meats, and 
petroleum.
Manager: Teresa Jarvis
Location: Laramie
Email: analytical.lab@wyo.gov
Phone: 307-742-2984
Website: wyagric.state.wy.us/divisions/asl

WDA Apiary Registration and Mapping 
Program
Registration of all beehives in Wyoming is required by 
state law, and information is listed on the Wyoming 
Apiary Map. This enables commercial beekeepers to 
maintain at least a two-mile distance between hives, and 
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it also allows all beekeepers, pesticide applicators, and 
others to work together to protect the health of bees.
Information contained on the map includes county, 
license detail record number, yard name and number, 
number of hives, class of apiary, license expiration date, 
GPS coordinates of hive, owner name, establishment ID, 
and phone number. 
Apiary classes include: H=hobbyist, five or less hives; 
L=landowner, six or more hives; G=general, six or more 
hives; and P=pollination. General (aka commercial) 
must abide by a two-mile limitation, per state law. There 
is no registration fee for hobbyists, whereas the fee for 
landowners and general apiaries is $25. Personnel with 
the WDA will inspect hives at no cost. See the website for 
more details about registration, including registration for 
a pollination apiary.
WDA Technical Services manager: Kent Drake; 
assistant manager: Dale Heggem; public information 
officer: Derek Grant
Location: statewide
Email: kent.drake@wyo.gov, dale.heggem@wyo.gov, or 
derek.grant@wyo.gov 
Phone: 307-777-7324
Website: wyagric.state.wy.us/divisions/ts/sections-a-
programs/plant-industry 
Website links include: Forms & Applications (among 
them apiary registration, and pollination apiary request 
for registration); Apiary Mapping Program; Apiary 
Fact Sheet (beginner beekeepers help sheet)

WDA Consumer Health Services
Charged with overseeing the safety of the state’s food 
supply; CHS conducts food safety education and 
inspectional activities in all areas of the state not covered 
by local departments of health in the city of Laramie and 
the following five counties: Laramie, Natrona, Teton, 
Sweetwater, and Sublette.
Any person processing, distributing, storing, or preparing 
food for wholesale or retail use shall obtain a license 
from WDA or a local health department (see the 
‘Wyoming Food Freedom Act’ listing below concerning 
the sale of homemade foods). 
CHS manager: Justin Latham; assistant manager: 
Ashley Stegeman; public information officer: Derek 
Grant; see the CHS ‘Contacts’ webpage for a listing 
of WDA field offices and local contacts throughout 
Wyoming
Location: statewide
Email: see the CHS ‘Contacts’ webpage for contacts 
across the state, or derek.grant@wyo.gov

Phone: see the CHS ‘Contacts’ webpage, or 307-777-
7180 (Derek Grant)
Website: https://wyagric.state.wy.us/divisions/
chs; Contacts webpage: https://wyagric.state.wy.us/
divisions/chs/contacts

WDA Plant Industry Program
WDA Plant Industry Program duties include sampling, 
laboratory inspection, and analysis of leaf cutter 
bees; seed, feed, fertilizer, and nursery stock sampling 
and inspections; product registration (pesticides, soil 
conditioners and amendments, feeds, fertilizers, and 
animal remedies); and establishment licensing.
The Plant Industry Program is under WDA’s Technical 
Services division (see listing below).
WDA Technical Services manager: Kent Drake; 
assistant manager: Dale Heggem; public information 
officer: Derek Grant
Location: statewide
Email: kent.drake@wyo.gov, dale.heggem@wyo.gov, or 
derek.grant@wyo.gov 
Phone: 307-777-7324
Website: wyagric.state.wy.us/divisions/ts/sections-a-
programs/plant-industry

WDA Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Program
The Wyoming Department of Agriculture’s Specialty 
Crop Block Grant Program strives to enhance the 
competitiveness of specialty crops in Wyoming by 
increasing the production and consumption of fruits, 
vegetables, tree nuts, culinary herbs and spices, 
medicinal herbs, and edible horticultural products, and 
by increasing the production and sale of floriculture 
and non-edible horticultural crops through competitive 
grant awards and education; the application deadline 
for competitive grant awards is typically in early April of 
each year
Manager: Michelle MacDonald; WDA public 
information officer: Derek Grant
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Location: Cheyenne
Email: michelle.macdonald@wyo.gov or derek.grant@
wyo.gov
facebook.com/WyomingAg
Phone: 307-777-7323 or 307-777-7180
Website: https://wyagric.state.wy.us/divisions/admin/
specialty-crop-program
Website for applications: http://wyagric.state.wy.us/
forms-a-applications

WDA Technical Services
Program areas include apiary registration and mapping 
(see WDA Apiary Registration and Mapping Program 
listing above); plant industry (see WDA Plant Industry 
Program listing above); product registration (see Plant 
Industry); weed and pest control; pesticides; grain 
warehouse; rodent and predator management; weights 
and measures; and fuel quality.
Staff members provide hands-on training and 
compliance assistance, with a focus on meeting the goals 
of truthfully marketed commodities in the state.
WDA Technical Services manager: Kent Drake; 
assistant manager: Dale Heggem; public information 
officer: Derek Grant
Location: statewide
Email: kent.drake@wyo.gov, dale.heggem@wyo.gov, 
or derek.grant@wyo.gov (see website for individual 
program contacts)
Phone: 307-777-7324
Website: wyagric.state.wy.us/divisions/ts

Wyoming Farm to School
Offers a variety of resources for school districts, schools, 
producers, and others across Wyoming to help them 
develop and sustain successful farm-to-school and farm-
to plate partnerships
Program facilitator: Wyoming Department of 
Education; coordinator: Nicole Armbrust
Location: statewide
Email: nicole.armbrust@wyo.gov
facebook.com/WyomingFarmToPlate/
Phone: 307-777-7414
Websites: https://edu.wyoming.gov/for-district-
leadership/nutrition/farm-to-school/

Wyoming Farmers Marketing 
Association
Helps farmers’ markets and producers develop successful 
marketing plans to help them expand their customer 
base and increase profits. The WFMA is associated with 
the Farmers Market Coalition (see national listings 
section).
President: Sloane Anderson-Bergien; vice president: 
Ami Erickson
Location: statewide
Email: biggs@onewest.net (Sloane) or amie@sheridan.
edu (Ami); to add state news and resources, contact 
Marian Weaver at: marian@farmersmarketcoalition.
org
Facebook: Wyoming Farmers Marketing Association
Phone: 307-733-3260 (Sloane) or 307-675-0544 (Ami)
Website: wyomingfarmersmarkets.org

Wyoming Food Coalition 
Statewide network dedicated to increasing the 
production, promotion, and consumption of fresh, locally 
produced food in Wyoming, while extending access to 
people living with food insecurity
President: Adam Bunker; vice president: Leroy Jons; 
treasurer: LeAnn Miller; secretary: Alyssa Wechsler
Location: statewide
Email: info@wyfoodcoalition.org
facebook.com/pg/wyfoodcoalition/
Phone: 307-751-7422 (Adam) or 307-322-3667 (Leroy)
Website: https://wyfoodcoalition.org/

Wyoming Food Freedom Act
The Wyoming Legislature passed the Wyoming Food 
Freedom Act in 2015, and expanded the provisions of 
the act in 2020. The general purpose of the WFFA is 
to allow the sale and consumption of homemade foods. 
Under the act, producers can sell products including 
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baked goods, raw milk, poultry, eggs, and canned 
goods such as jams, jellies, and salsas at farmers’ 
markets across Wyoming and from ranches, farms, 
and homes. The Wyoming Food Safety Rule allows 
producers to sell meat such as beef, bison, lamb, and 
goat from farmers’ markets, ranches, and farms as 
long as the meat has been processed, packaged, and 
labeled at a state- or federally inspected meat plant 
(the inspection is at no cost to the producer). Details of 
the WFFA, including additional information about red 
meat and limits on poultry numbers, can be found at 
the two websites listed below.
Contact: Sara Pino, Wyoming Department of 
Agriculture Consumer Health Services administrative 
assistant
Location: Cheyenne
Email: sara.pino1@wyo.gov 
Phone: 307-777-7211
Website: calc.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/
WYFoodFreedomAct2017.pdf
Website with 2020 amendments: wyoleg.gov/
Legislation/2020/HB0084

Wyoming Historic Apple Project
University of Wyoming Department of Botany Professor 
Steve Miller and others in 2017 planted an apple 
germplasm repository orchard at the Sheridan Research 
and Extension Center (see ShREC listing in Sheridan 
County section). This project followed a study led by 
Miller to locate historic apple orchards in Wyoming 
(some of them are more than 100 years old), and then 
to identify as many cultivars as possible using molecular 
methods.
He and his team took samples from approximately 
1,000 historic and heirloom apple trees across the state, 
and positively identified 30 cultivars. Pieces of woody 
growth collected from trees were grafted onto Antonovka 
rootstock, and in 2017 he and others planted 2- to 
4-year-old saplings at the newly established repository 
orchard at ShREC. Additional saplings have been 
planted at a new apple orchard at the Wyoming State 
Fairgrounds.
The ultimate goal is to save as many historic and 
heirloom varieties as possible, and eventually make those 
varieties available to nurseries and others. Landowners 
having historic apple trees on their property can help 
in this endeavor (see Wyoming Apple Project listing in 
Resources section).
Coordinator: Professor Steve Miller
Location: statewide
Email: fungi@uwyo.edu

Phone: 307-766-2834
Website: uwyo.edu/barnbackyard/_files/documents/
magazine/2014/winter/010114bbwyappleproject.pdf

Wyoming Hunger Initiative
WHI is the official initiative of Wyoming First Lady 
Jennie Gordon. The program’s goal is to help prevent 
food insecurity by increasing 
awareness of and support for 
the work of local anti-hunger 
organizations statewide. WHI 
has instituted programs that 
support local organizations 
and networks through the form 
of infrastructure grants and 
COVID-19 relief, as well as 
programs such as Grow a Little 
Extra (see listing above) and 
others that aim to help residents, 
including children. 
Contact: Trista Ostrom, chief of staff to the first lady 
Location: statewide
Email: trista.ostrom@wyo.gov
Facebook: Wyoming Hunger Initiative
Phone: 307-274-0365
Website: www.nohungerwyo.org
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Wyoming Local Foods Mapping Project
University of Wyoming graduate student Ashley Babcock 
and others started a project in 2021 to create a statewide 
map that has layers with information about local 
food efforts, such as CSAs, community gardens, school 
gardens, organizations and agencies that promote local 
foods and access to local foods, produce farms, farmers’ 
markets, food banks, and soup kitchens.
Babcock is working on the project in collaboration with 
the Wyoming Food Coalition and colleagues Ashley 
Quick, Kim Johnson, and Nell Smith in the UW Haub 
School of Environment and Natural Resources.
Project contact: Ashley Babcock
Location: statewide
Email: ababcoc5@uwyo.edu
Phone: 307-766-6672
Website: www.uwyo.edu/diversity/urdm-graduate-
students/urdm-iglp.html

Wyoming Master Gardener Association
Serves as a communication network linking University 
of Wyoming Extension offices and Wyoming’s Master 
Gardeners; promotes research-based information, and 
provides region-specific advice about gardening to 
residents; supports county Master Gardener programs, 
and encourages the formation of such programs 
where they do not exist; and facilitates educational 
opportunities for Master Gardeners in the state.

Contact: Linda Farrier
Location: statewide
Email: linda@lindafarrier.com
Phone: 307-532-2436

Wyoming Small Business Development 
Center Network
The Wyoming SBDC Network offers business expertise 
and technical assistance to help entrepreneurs start, 
grow, reinvent, or exit a business.
Program partners: University of Wyoming, 
Wyoming Business Council, and U.S. Small Business 
Administration
State director: Jill Kline; associate state director: Paul 
Johnson
Office locations: Casper, Cheyenne, Gillette, Jackson, 
Laramie, Powell, Rawlins, Riverton, and Rock Springs
Email: jkline@uwyo.edu; pjohns45@uwyo.edu; see 
wyomingsbdc.org/contact/ for other email addresses
Phone: 307-766-3405 (Jill); 307-314-5208 
(Paul); number for offices across Wyoming are at 
wyomingsbdc.org/contact/ 
Website: www.wyomingsbdc.org/
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National
L I S T I N G S

AgrAbility
AgrAbility is a national program that provides 
education, networking, and assistance to ranchers, 
farmers, and agricultural workers with disabilities and 
their families, particularly any engaged in production 
agriculture who want to continue ranching or farming. 
For information on assistive technology resources that 
will support ranching, farming, and agriculture, contact 
the staff at Wyoming Assistive Technology Resources 
(WATR), within the Wyoming Institute for Disabilities 
(WIND) on the University of Wyoming campus.
WIND executive director: Sandy Root-Elledge; WATR 
deputy director: Canyon Hardesty
Location: statewide and national
Email: watr@uwyo.edu 
Phone: 307-766-6187 or 1-888-989-9463
Website: uwyo.edu/wind/watr/agrability.html

Farmers Market Coalition
FMC is a membership-based, non-profit 
dedicated to strengthening farmers’ 
markets across the United States, 
including Wyoming, so that the markets 
can serve as community assets while 
providing income opportunities for 
producers.

mailto:watr@uwyo.edu
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FMC helps the operators of farmers’ markets to achieve 
three goals: farmers earn fair prices for the fruits of 
their labor by selling directly to consumers; consumers 
gain access to fresh, nutritious, locally grown produce; 
and communities regain a figurative ‘town square,’ 
experiencing the many positive outcomes of foot traffic 
and animated public space.
The FMC website contains a variety of resources to help 
farmers’ market managers and organizers, including 
frequently asked questions (and answers to those 
questions), marketing for farmers markets, a guide to 
accepting SNAP, a farmers’ market legal toolkit, and 
webinars. 
The operators of farmers’ markets can seek technical 
assistance or advice on specific issues related to their 
markets by filling out the ‘Technical Assistance Form,’ 
which is available by clicking on the ‘Contact’ link at the 
bottom of the main website.
Executive director: Ben Feldman; farmers market 
support director: Darlene Wolnik; farmers market 
support project manager: Rachael Ward; network 
coordinator: Diana Broadaway; communications: 
Hannah Fuller; assisted by other staff and a board of 
directors
Location: national
Email: info@farmersmarketcoalition.org; inquiries 

can also be submitted through the online ‘Contact Us’ 
webpage at https://farmersmarketcoalition.org/joinus/
contact-us/
facebook.com/fmc.org/
instagram.com/fmcorg/
twitter.com/FMCorg
Website: farmersmarketcoalition.org

Farmers.Gov
The USDA’s farmers.gov website offers many resources to 
farmers, ranchers, and other producers, including a link 
to find local USDA Service Centers; farmers.gov tools, 
among them conservation concerns, farm loans, and 
disaster assistance; program deadlines; American Rescue 
Plan debt payments; and AskUSDA.
There is a link that contains data of interest to farmers, 
ranchers, and other producers, and there is another 
link titled #ourfarmers blog, which contains a variety of 
stories to help producers, including ones on ag business, 
loans and grants, disaster planning and assistance, 
conservation, and science and technology.
Administrator: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Location: national
Contact information: available at www.farmers.gov/
contact
Website: www.farmers.gov

MyPlate
USDA’s MyPlate program 
helps people develop their 
own individual healthy eating 
style. A healthy eating routine 
is important at every stage 
of life, and can have positive 
effects that add up over time. 
It’s important to eat a variety 
of fruits, vegetables, grains, protein foods, and dairy 
and fortified soy alternatives. When deciding what to eat 
or drink, choose options that are full of nutrients. 
The website includes a variety of resources, among them 
recipes and tools to develop healthy eating plans.
Administrator: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Location: national
Contact information: available www.myplate.gov/
contact-us
facebook.com/MyPlate
Website: www.myplate.gov
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National Farm to School Network
National Farm to School Network is an information, 
advocacy, and networking hub for communities working 
to bring local food sourcing, 
school gardens, and food and 
agriculture education into 
schools and early care and 
education settings (see state 
listings section for Wyoming Farm to School, and see 
many of the county sections for school gardens).
Executive director: Helen Dombalis; communications 
director: Anna Mullen
Location: national
Email: info@farmtoschool.org or anna@farmtoschool.
org (Anna)
facebook.com/NationalFarmtoSchoolNetwork/
instagram.com/farmtoschool/
Phone: 515-210-2483 (Anna)
twitter.com/farmtoschool
Website: farmtoschool.org

Organic Farming Research Foundation
The OFRF works to foster the improvement and widespread 
adoption of organic farming systems. It cultivates organic 
research, education, and federal policies that bring more 
farmers and acreage into organic production. 
Executive director: Brise Tencer; office manager/
program administrator: Kelsey Grimsley; along with 
other staff and a board of directors
Location: national
Email: office@ofrf.org
facebook.com/OFRF.org
instagram.com/organicfarmingresearch/
Phone: 831-426-6606
twitter.com/OFRF
Website: https://ofrf.org

ServSafe
ServSafe offers food safety training and certification 
exams created by foodservice professionals. Among the 
programs is one for food handlers. Some University of 
Wyoming Extension offices, including the Weston County 
office, are offering ServSafe programming in partnership 
with the Wyoming Department of Agriculture (see 
Weston County section).
Administrator: National Restaurant Association
Location: national
Live chat: click on the ‘Click Here to Chat’ link on the 
Contact Customer Care webpage
Phone: 800-765-2122
Website: www.servsafe.com

U.S. Department of Agriculture
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides 
leadership on food, agriculture, natural resources, rural 
development, nutrition, and related issues based on 
public policy, the best available science, and effective 
management.
Its vision is to provide economic opportunity through 
innovation, helping rural America to thrive; promote 
agriculture production that better nourishes Americans, 
while also helping feed others throughout the world; 
and preserve our nation’s natural resources through 
conservation, restored forests, improved watersheds, and 
healthy private working lands.
Agencies within USDA include 
Agricultural Marketing Service (see 
two specialty crop-related listings 
below), Agricultural Research 
Service, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Economic 
Research Service, Farm Service Agency (see listing 
below), Food and Nutrition Service (see listing below), 
Food Safety and Inspection Service, Foreign Agricultural 
Service, Forest Service, National Agricultural Statistics 
Service, National Institute of Food and Agriculture, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (see listing 
below), Risk Management Agency, Rural Development 
(see listing below), Rural Utilities Service, Rural Housing 
Service, and Rural Business-Cooperative Service.
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Secretary of Agriculture: Tom Vilsack
Location: national
Email: askusda@usda.gov
Facebook: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Live chat: click on the ‘Chat with an Expert’ link on 
‘Contact Us’ page
Phone: 833-ONE-USDA
Website: www.usda.gov

USDA Farm Service Agency
FSA serves farmers, ranchers, and agricultural partners 
through the delivery of a variety of agricultural 
programs. Among the programs are ones tied directly to 
specialty crops, including marketing assistance loans for 
chickpeas, dry peas, lentils, and honey; and emergency 
assistance for honeybees.
Check the website below for the latest FSA news 
for Wyoming. In May 2021, for example, the FSA 
announced that $4 million in grant funding was 
available nationwide to support the development of 
urban agriculture and innovative production projects. 
“Urban agriculture can play an important role in food 
justice and equity,” said Jodene Johnson, acting FSA 
executive director for Wyoming. 
Added Astrid Martinez, NRCS Wyoming state 
conservationist: “Such projects have the potential to 
educate, innovate, and unify communities to improve 
nutrition and food access, and increase local food 
production in urban areas.”
This was the second year USDA offered this grant 
opportunity. The application deadline was June 18, 
2021, so check back to see if this program will continue 
in 2022. Examples of grant-funded projects are on the 
website.

Acting state executive director: Jodene Johnson; see 
website for local service center staff
Location: statewide and national
Email: see website for email addresses for local service 
center staff
Facebook: USDA Farm Service Agency
Phone: 307-261-5009
Website: fsa.usda.gov/state-offices/Wyoming/index

USDA FSA Beginning Farmers and 
Ranchers Loans
America’s next generation of farmers and ranchers are 
supported through FSA’s “Beginning Farmer” direct and 
guaranteed loan programs. 
Farm Ownership loans can provide access to land and 
capital. Operating loans can assist beginning farmers in 
becoming prosperous and competitive by helping to pay 
normal operating or family living expenses, open doors 
to new markets and marketing opportunities, and assist 
with diversifying operations.
Through the Microloan programs, beginning farmers and 
ranchers have an important source of financial assistance 
during startup years.
Acting Wyoming state executive director: Jodene 
Johnson; see website for local service center staff
Location: statewide and national
Email and phone: see website for local service center 
staff
Website: fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-
loan-programs/native-american-loans/index

USDA FSA Minority and Women 
Farmers and Ranchers Loans
While FSA is committed to serving all farmers and 
ranchers, by statute it targets a portion of several loan 
fund programs to historically underserved farmers 
and ranchers, including women, African-Americans, 
American Indians, Hispanic, Asian, and others. 
Acting Wyoming state executive director: Jodene 
Johnson; see website for local service center staff
Location: statewide and national
Email and phone: see website for local service center 
staff
Website: fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-
loan-programs/native-american-loans/index

USDA Farmers Market Promotion 
Program
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service’s FMPP helps 
fund projects that develop, coordinate, and expand 
direct producer-to-consumer markets, which in turn 
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helps increase access to and availability of locally and 
regionally produced agricultural products.
Entities that are eligible to apply include: agricultural 
businesses and cooperatives, CSA networks and 
associations, food councils, economic development 
corporations, local governments, nonprofit and public 
benefit corporations, producer networks or associations, 
regional farmers’ market authorities, and tribal 
governments.
Team lead: Dewell Paez-Delgado; grants management 
specialists: see website
Location: national
Email: PA@usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-8998
Website: www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fmpp

USDA Food and Nutrition Service
The mission of FNS is to increase food security and 
reduce hunger by providing children and people with 
low incomes access to food, a healthy diet, and nutrition 
education in a way that supports American agriculture 
and inspires public confidence. Most nutrition assistance 
programs funded by FNS are administered at the state 
and local levels, among them the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP).
A growing number of farmers’ markets in Wyoming are 
offering programs for people eligible for SNAP benefits, 
among them the Food for Thought Mobile Market, 
Food for Thought Online Market, and Food for Thought 
Winter Makers Market in Casper (see those listings in 
the Natrona County section). 
Deputy undersecretary: Stacy Dean; see website for 
local program managers across Wyoming
Location: statewide and national
Email and phone: see website for local contact 
information
Facebook: USDA Food and Nutrition Service
Website: www.fns.usda.gov

USDA High Plains Grasslands Research 
Station
The 2,873-acre research station operated by USDA’s 
Agricultural Research Service was established in 1928 
to increase livability on the High Plains through the 
release of adapted fruits and vegetables, as well as hardy 
trees and shrubs that could be used for fruit production, 
windbreaks, and ornamental purposes. More than 
10,000 species were planted for test purposes, and many 
survived, including hardy fruit and berry varieties, 
among them apricots, currants, domestic plums, and 
sour cherries. Many trees and shrubs in the commercial 

nursery trade today originated at the HPGRS near 
Cheyenne, including some varieties now bearing the 
Cheyenne name.
Though the station’s mission shifted in the 1970s to 
grasslands research and mine land reclamation, more 
than 250 species of hardy trees and shrubs exist today, 
having survived the last four decades on natural 
precipitation and minimal care. In 2006, the City of 
Cheyenne took over management of the arboretum.
The station, including the arboretum, is open to the 
public during normal office hours Monday through 
Friday, and groups can schedule an organized tour. A 
story about the station and its historic arboretum is 
in the summer 2007 issue of Barnyards & Backyards 
magazine (see statewide section).
Rangeland scientist/research leader: Justin Derner
Location: five miles northwest of Cheyenne
Email: justin.derner@usda.gov
Phone: 307-772-2433, ext. 113; work cell: 307-631-
5928
Website: USDA High Plains Grasslands Research 
Station

USDA Local Food Promotion Program
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service’s LFPP helps 
fund projects that develop, coordinate, and expand 
local and regional food business enterprises that engage 
as intermediaries in indirect producer-to-consumer 
marketing to help increase access to and availability of 
locally and regionally produced agricultural products.
Entities that are eligible to apply include: agricultural 
businesses and cooperative, CSA networks and 
associations, food councils, economic development 

mailto:PA@usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/fmpp
http://www.fns.usda.gov
mailto:justin.derner@usda.gov
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corporations, local governments, nonprofit and public 
benefit corporations, producer networks or associations, 
regional farmers’ market authorities, and tribal 
governments.
Team lead: Dewell Paez-Delgado; grants management 
specialists: see website
Location: national
Email: USDALFPPQuestions@usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-0933
Website: www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/lfpp

USDA National Organic Program
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service’s NOP is 
a federal regulatory program 
that develops and 
enforces consistent national 
standards for organically 
produced agricultural 
products sold in the U.S.
Operating as a public-
private partnership, 
NOP accredits third-party 
organizations to certify that 
farms and businesses meet the national 
organic standards. USDA and accredited certifiers also 
work together to enforce the standards, ensuring a level 
playing field for producers and protecting consumer 
confidence in the integrity of the USDA Organic Seal.
The website has a list of resources to help producers and 
businesses become certified organic and maintain that 
status.
Deputy administrator: Jennifer Tucker; information 
contacts: Joan Avila and Sandra Page; see website for 
other staff members
Location: national
Email: joan.avila@usda.gov or sandra.page@usda.gov; 
see website for other addresses
Phone: 202-720-3252
Website: ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/
national-organic-program

USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service
NRCS provides farmers, ranchers, producers, 
landowners, and others in Wyoming and across the 
country with financial and technical assistant to 
voluntarily put conservation on the ground, helping both 
the environment and agricultural operations.
Among its many programs are ones to assist producers 
who want to install high tunnels; producers who want 

to certify their operations as USDA organic; and the 
operators of small-scale farms with cover crops, fencing, 
managing manure, and low-cost irrigation systems.
State resource conservationist: Andi Neugebauer; 
public affairs specialist: Alyssa Louria; see website for 
additional state and local service center staff 
Location: statewide and national
Email: alyssa.louria@usda.gov; see website for email 
addresses for state and local service center staff
facebook.com/USDA.NRCS
Phone: 307-233-6759
Website: nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/wy/home/

USDA Rural Development
Rural Development is committed to helping improve the 
economy and quality of life in rural America, including 
Wyoming. In May 2021, there were nine programs, 
among them ‘Business Programs,’ which provides financial 
backing and technical assistance to individuals, businesses, 
cooperatives, farmers and ranchers, public bodies, non-
profit corporations, Native American tribes, and private 
companies in rural communities. The funding is intended 
to help improve the quality of life in rural communities by 
enhancing economic opportunities, and ensuring self-
sustainability for current and future generations.
In May 2021, there were 11 individual programs within 
‘Business Programs,’ including value-added producer 
grants, which are intended to help agricultural producers 
enter into value-added activities related to the processing 
and marketing of new products (see Considering a 
Value-Added Food Venture? in the Resources section). 
Acting state director: Janice Blare; see website for local 
service center staff 
Location: statewide and national
Email: see website for email addresses for local service 
center staff
Facebook: USDA Rural Development
Phone: 307-233-6700
Website: fd.usda.gov/wy

USDA Service Centers
Local USDA service centers in Wyoming and across 
the nation are designed to be a single location where 
customers can access the services provided by the Farm 
Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
and Rural Development (see listings below).
In Wyoming, many local conservation districts are also 
located in these service centers (see listings for Wyoming’s 
34 conservation districts in the county section; a listing 
for the Wyoming Association of Conservation Districts is 
in the state section).

mailto:USDALFPPQuestions@usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/lfpp
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/organic-seal
mailto:joan.avila@usda.gov
mailto:sandra.page@usda.gov
http://ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/national-organic-program
http://ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/national-organic-program
mailto:alyssa.louria@usda.gov
http://facebook.com/USDA.NRCS
http://nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/site/wy/home/
http://fd.usda.gov/wy
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Location: statewide and national
Email and phone: contact information for USDA 
Service Centers in Wyoming and other states is on the 
website below at ‘Find Your Local Service Center’
Website: www.farmers.gov

USDA Specialty Crops Program
The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service’s Specialty 
Crops Program helps buyers and sellers of all sizes in 
the U.S. produce industry to market their perishable 
products in the most efficient manner. This national 
program partners with state agencies and other industry 
organizations for the benefit of growers, shippers, 
brokers, receivers, processors, retailers, restaurants, direct 
to consumer sales, and the foodservice industry (see the 
Wyoming Department of Agriculture Specialty Crop 
Block Grant Program listing in the state section).
The USDA program offers a wide array of services 
that span from helping market the quality of products 
to ensuring that there is fair trade in the produce 
industry. The program also helps specialty crops growers 
and handlers to combine their resources to help their 
respective industries overcome marketing barriers.
Deputy administrator: Sonia Jimenez; associate 
deputy administrators: Charles Stephens and Lorenzo 
Tribbett
Location: national
Email: see website for a complete list of contact 
information; Sonia.Jimenez@usda.gov, CharlesD.
Stephens@usda.gov or Lorenzo.Tribbett@usda.gov
Phone: 202-720-4722
Website: www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-
offices/specialty-crops-program

USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant 
Program
The purpose of the USDA Agricultural Marketing 
Service’s Specialty Crop Block Grant Program (SCBGP) 
is to enhance the competitiveness of specialty crops, 
which are defined as “fruits, vegetables, tree nuts, 
dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops, including 
floriculture.” (See ‘List of Specialty Crops’ in next section 
for a discussion about the food-related specialty crops 
that pertain to this directory.)

The agency, commission, or department responsible 
for agriculture within each state is eligible to apply 
directly to the USDA for grant funds. Organizations or 
individuals interested in the SCBGP should contact their 
state department of agriculture for more information 
(see the Wyoming Department of Agriculture and the 
WDA Specialty Crop Block Grant Program listings in the 
state section).
Location: national
Email and phone: see WDA Specialty Crop Block 
Grant Program listing in previous section
Website: http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/
scbgp

http://www.farmers.gov
mailto:Sonia.Jimenez@usda.gov
mailto:CharlesD.Stephens@usda.gov
mailto:CharlesD.Stephens@usda.gov
mailto:Lorenzo.Tribbett@usda.gov
http://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/specialty-crops-program
http://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/specialty-crops-program
http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp
http://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp
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