
YOUTH 
Not the youth you are expecting!!



YOUTH IN OREGON
TODAY

• Today’s movie selection?

• Youth in Oregon

• Discussions about a family’s reaction to euthanasia

• OBJECTIVES

• Discuss the meaning of assisted suicide

• Explore emotional reactions to this topic

• Review end of life options



Introduction to key players

Frank is married to Esther, and they are 

living in their daughter's home

Anna is Frank's daughter.  She is married 

to Joe and they are the homeowners

Anna and Joe have 3 children, 1 in 

college, lives away, 1 teenager and 1 

preteen who live at home

Frank and Joe do not get along



THE DRAMA
FRANK IS 80 YEARS OLD, ESTHER IS 68.  

FRANK HAD A MASSIVE HEART ATTACK 2 
YEARS AGO AND "DIED ON THE TABLE" A 

FEW TIMES.  THE BYPASS WAS ONLY PARTLY 
SUCCESSFUL AND NOW HE HAS 

CLOGGED ARTERIES AND TWO BAD HEART 
VALVES.  HIS PHYSICIAN TOLD HIM THAT HE 
HAS A BETTER CHANCE OF DYING ON THE 

TABLE THAN "WAITING IT OUT"



The journey:

Frank has made 

arrangements for a driver to 

take him to Oregon and has 

lined up a physician to help 

with euthanasia.  He has to 

establish residency there, so 

one of his colleagues has 

offered to let him stay to 

establish residency.  Frank's 

adult daughter insists



INSISTS THAT HE CANNOT HAVE A DRIVER, SHE 
WILL DRIVE HIM.  THEN THE TEENAGE DAUGHTER 
GETS INTO TROUBLE SO ANNA CANNOT LEAVE 

THE HOME.  SON-IN-LAW IS FORCED TO TAKE 
HIM.  DAUGHTER AND SON-IN-LAW AGREE THAT 

FRANK'S DECISION IS WRONG.  THEY BELIEVE "WE 
CAN CONVINCE HIM NOT TO DO THIS".



Oregon: Everyone has strong feelings

Frank: "This is my decision"

Esther: "Do not look at me to change him.  

We have only been married a few years and 

you know how he is"

Anna "I am going to save you.  I will not 

allow you to do this.  You cannot do this to 

us”

Joe “What you thinking?  This plan is crazy 

and you are hurting my wife"

Collage aged grandson “It's up to grandpa"

The other children are quiet and tearful for 

the most part



What are your reactions?

Issues are legal, moral, ethical, 

emotional, rational, irrational…



What Matters?  Depends on who you are

Medications?  Not really a big player here.  

Frank is not clinically depressed, able to 

make his own decisions

Mentation?  Frank is competent, well-

trained medically, aware of his options. He 

is very strong-willed

Mobility?  He has very little in the way of 

limitations, but has ongoing chest 

discomfort, pain, and shortness of breath



PS.  The movie does not and with a final 

conclusion or resolution


