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A. Company Web Sites 

 A great deal of information can be found on company web sites, and there are many 

options to locate this information.  Conducting a keyword search in search engines such as 

http://www.google.com or http://www.yahoo.com/ should quickly lead you to the company’s 

web site.  Another searching technique is to use domain names.  Many web sites have predictable 

URL’s (Uniform Resource Locators), so it is possible to skip the search engine and type the 

anticipated address in the URL line.  An example would be http://www.united.com. 

After you locate a company’s web site, you need to skim past the products to locate 

contact information, company locations, careers opportunities, and the “about us” section.  The 

“about us” section tends to be the most informative.  Depending on the company, one or more of 

the following may be included: news rooms, lists of investors, leadership, company 

goals/missions, standards, logo policies, diversity statements, patents, and company histories.   

  

B. Directories for Private, Public, and Foreign Companies 

 An alternative to using search engines for locating company information is to search in 

business or corporate directories.  The following directories may be of use to you in the 

researching of private, public, or foreign companies.  The last two resources in this category 

focus on locating product suppliers. 

 

Hoovers.com, http://www.hoovers.com/, or http://wyoalumni.uwyo.edu for University of 

Wyoming alumni  

Skip the subscription ads and search the free content by company, industry, or contacts.  

Results are thorough with company contact information, an overview of the company, a financial 

summary, a list of competitors, and key contacts.   To access more detailed company 

information, a fee-based subscription is required.  (All University of Wyoming alumni have free 

access to Hoovers after signing up on the WyoAlumni site.  Hoovers is part of the Business 

Market Research Collection.)    

 



AIHIT, https://www.aihitdata.com/about  

AIHITdata is a global artificial intelligence/machine learning automated system that 

collects company data from English-language websites.  A company search will yield contact 

information, a company summary, team members, and domain and IP sites.  The provider claims 

to include unique data not found elsewhere on the internet and emphasizes information on 

website changes within companies.  Free registration is required. 

 

Corporate Information, http://www.corporateinformation.com  

 Sponsored by Wright Investors Service, the site provides brief sample company reports 

by name or ticker number.  The free report includes a company description, sales analysis, key 

financial numbers, number of employees, and more.  Foreign companies have a strong presence 

within these listings.   Additional information is available for a fee. 

 

Who Owns What?, http://www.cjr.org/resources/ 

 If you are researching media companies, this web site will reveal the connections 

between the players.  Use the drop down menu to select the parent company of interest. 

 

Thomas, http://www.thomasnet.com/  

 If your goal is to locate a product supplier, Thomas is the best resource.  Search, browse, 

and limit your results from over 500,000 product suppliers.  Results yield company and product 

information, services, and numerous filtering options.  

  

Alibaba, http://www.alibaba.com/      

 Whereas Thomas focuses on US industries, Alibaba provides supplier information on a 

global scale.  Search for products, wholesalers, or suppliers with the ability to limit by country or 

region. 

 

C. Stock Quotes – Current and Historical 

 The easiest way to find a stock quote is to type the ticker symbol into Google.  Google 

recognizes the symbol and provides a graphical view of the stock quote over time.  For more in 



depth information, refer to the following free online resources for current and historical stock 

quotes. 

 

Quandl, http://www.quandl.com  

 Data-driven Quandl delivers financial, economic, and alternative data to investment 

professionals.  Register to run a search or to browse categories, and then filter to locate freely-

provided data on various assets. 

 

Big Charts, http://bigcharts.marketwatch.com/ 

Big Charts is an excellent resource for locating current and historic stock quotes as it 

provides closing prices for all stocks on the New York, American, NASDAQ, and some 

Canadian exchanges.  Search by the company’s ticker symbol or by keyword.  The site is 

customizable allowing you to enter and follow ticker symbols of your choice at a quick glance.  

To access historic stock quotes, click on the Historical Quotes tab and enter the ticker and date of 

interest.  As its name suggests, Big Charts produces many high quality charts from stock quote 

information. 

 

WhisperNumber.com, http://www.whispernumber.com/  

This somewhat unique web site takes into account investor sentiment and expected 

company earnings to create unofficial WhisperNumbers.  Compare these anticipated stock quotes 

with current quotes and view charting options.  Free registration is required for access.   

 

TradingDay.com, http://www.tradingday.com/ 

TradingDay.com offers free real time quotes for regular trading as well as for pre-market 

and after hours trading. 

 

D. SEC Filings 

 All publicly traded companies must file registration statements, periodic reports, and 

other forms electronically through the Securities and Exchange Commission. The most common 

forms are the 10-K (annual report), 10-Q (quarterly report), and 8-K (current report).   A wealth 

of information can be discovered reading these kinds of reports.   



 

EDGAR, http://www.sec.gov/edgar.shtml 

EDGAR provides statements, reports, and forms freely to the public through the 

Securities and Exchange Commission.  Tutorials and how-to-use files may be beneficial in 

mastering the use of EDGAR.   Search by company name, ticker symbol, Central Index Key 

(CIK), state, Standard Industrial Classification (SIC), and other options to locate company 

filings.  Historical searching is available from 1994.    

 

AnnualReports.com, http://www.annualreports.com/ 

 To view PDF files of annual reports, this site might prove easier to use than EDGAR.  

The service claims to have the most complete and up-to-date listings of annual reports on the 

internet.  Search by company name or ticker symbol, browse by stock exchange, industry, or 

sector, or view an alphabetical list of companies included. 

 

SEDAR, http://www.sedar.com/ 

SEDAR is the Canadian equivalent of EDGAR.  Public company documents as well as 

investment funds can be researched.  SEDAR provides PDF access to all documents filed, and 

French and English searching is possible. 

 

E. State Corporate Records/Registered Agents and Fictitious Business Names 

 Each Secretary of State in the United States has the responsibility of making corporate 

records, registered agents, and fictitious business names publicly available.  Fortunately, most of 

this information is accessible from the internet.   The public records portals previously discussed 

will provide access to secretary of state’s sites, but the following links share more direct routes. 

 

National Associations of Secretaries of State, http://www.nass.org/   

 This is a one-stop web site linking you to all state and U.S. territory secretary of state 

sites.  Click on “Meet Our Members” for a current list.   

 

Wyoming Secretary of State, https://wyobiz.wy.gov/Business/FilingSearch.aspx  



 This link provides direct access to searching any entity registered in the state of 

Wyoming.  Search results include the type of registered entity, the ID, the state of incorporation, 

the entity’s standing, the registered agent, officers and directors, and various additional details.  

Fields are included for old and fictitious business names as well. 

 Wyoming’s Secretary of State website also provides helpful forms on filing different 

types of business entities (limited liability companies, limited partnerships, nonprofit 

organizations, foundations, trusts, and others) from 

http://soswy.state.wy.us/Forms/Default.aspx?root=Business.  

 

F. News and Information about Companies, Products, and Executives 

 There is a plentitude of online sources available for locating business news and 

information.  Most newspapers and television news stations have online counterparts which 

provide national and local company coverage.  In addition to these traditional sources, I offer the 

following sites as alternatives. 

 

Google News, http://news.google.com/ 

 Click on the business link to browse frequently updated business news.  Or run a search 

in the Google News box.  Sign in with your Gmail account to personalize Google.com and get 

articles of interest to appear based on your previous searches and preferences. 

 

Bloomberg, http://www.bloomberg.com/  

 Bloomberg Business provides a number of fee-based resources in business and law; this 

news site, however, is free. The web site contains many articles on executives, industries, and 

finance. 

 

G. Information from Government Agencies Regulating Companies 

 Both federal and state agencies regulate companies.  If the company you are researching 

is in a regulated industry, stop and think about which agency might have authority.  Once you’ve 

identified any relevant agencies, look for them online using a search engine such as Google. Or 

refer to the resources that follow.  Examples of the types of company information you might find 



through government agencies include: annual or regular reports, contracts, subsidies received 

from the government, or listed business associates. 

 

A-Z Index of U.S. Government Departments and Agencies, https://www.usa.gov/federal-

agencies/a   

This site links to all federal agencies and commissions.  Company information available 

from each agency or commission differs. 

 

Wyoming State Agencies, http://www.wyo.gov/agencies  

 This state sponsored page links to the various agencies within the Wyoming government.  

Resources available from each agency will vary. 

 


