
  

 

 
 

The University of Wyoming, keeping the safety of our

community at the top of our priorities, does not

condone, promote, or encourage individual memorials

on campus. For students who are seeking ways to honor

the deceased, fundraising, and other community

service activities should always be encouraged.

 

When a student has passed away it is not uncommon

for informal memorial groups or vigils to develop.

Impromptu memorials are not to be recognized in any

official University communications. If University staff is

made aware of an informal memorial service happening

on campus, in the interest of campus safety and in

consultation with the Dean of Students Office, a UW

representative will reach out to the event organizers

and offer guidance. Language used in a memorial

setting can have unintended consequences of adding to

the contagion effect. The purpose of staff intervention

is to assist with the promotion of safe messaging in

order to help protect vulnerable individuals who may

be in attendance.

 

For more information on UW's memorial practices

please consult with the Dean of Students Office.
 

 

Memorials @ UW

Online Memorials/ Discussions 

When someone passes we often turn to

their social media pages to post comments,

pictures, tributes, etc. It can also be very

helpful to post information about available

resources on the deceased student's pages,

or on the pages of the survivors. An easy

way to provide a free resource is simply to

post the National Suicide Prevention

Lifeline (1-800-273-8255). For the safety of

others is it important when posting on

social media not to discuss the method of

suicide, or to glamorize the suicide in any

way as this can lead to a phenomenon

known as suicide contagion. Suicide

contagion is the exposure to suicide or

suicidal behaviors within someone's social

circle or via the media that can result in

the increase of suicide and suicidal

behaviors. Although rare, suicide contagion

can lead to a cluster of suicides.

 



For more information on how to talk about and report on suicide in the media please visit the

following webpages.

 

www.reportingonsuicide.org

 

https://theactionalliance.org/resource/recommendations-reporting-suicide

 
 

 

Recommended Language
for Social Media posts:

 

"The best way to honor (deceased's name) is to seek help if you or someone you know is struggling.

If you're feeling lost, desperate, or alone, please call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-

800-273-TALK (8255). Calls to the Lifeline are free and confidential, and crisis workers are available

24/7 to assist you. To learn more about the Lifeline, visit www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org."

 
 

 
Information on how to report
on suicide via the media:


